
 

Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of 
WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

WEDNESDAY 4 JANUARY 2023 at 7:00PM 
 

Present: 
Councillors: Adam Chapman-Ballard, Jaime Tamagnini-Barbosa (Vice Chairman), Tate 
Chapman-Ballard, Aamir Bhatti, Joanne Dooley, Mandy Taylor, Charlie Wood, Rukhsana 
Malik and David Newland 
 
Officers: Dan Preston (Interim Council Manager), Lesley Davies (Operations Officer),  
 
FC142 WELCOME AND PUBLIC FORUM 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. The Chairman reiterated 
the procedure for members of the public to speak at the meeting. There were 
two members of the public present at the meeting (one remotely) and their 
comments are attached as an addendum to the minutes. 

FC143 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from Cllr. Charlie Wood. 

FC144 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
None received. 

FC145 COUNCIL MANAGER’S REPORT 
The Council received a report on the Interim Council Manager’s actions. It was 
requested that the status of the transfer of Hindhead Knoll be chased up and 
reported that a ‘Meet the Artist’ event with the artist commissioned to carry out 
the public art project at Browns Wood was due to be held on January 19th. The 
report was noted. 

FC146 SCHEME OF DELEGATED AUTHORITY 
No decisions had been taken under the Council’s Scheme of Delegated 
Authority since the December Full Council meeting. 

FC147 LEISURE ASSET TRANSFER – TRANSFER OF COMMUNITY FACILITIES 
The Council considered the transfer from Milton Keynes City Council of three 
community facilities, Wavendon Gate Pavilion and Sports Ground, Britten 
Grove Community Centre and Heronsbrook Meeting Place. The Council had 
previously received details of the finances of all the facilities and condition 
reports from building surveys. The Council received floor plans of the 
buildings, which were further explained by Councillors with knowledge of 
them. The draft 2023-24 budget included a ringfenced reserve to cover 
potential staffing and refurbishment costs of the facilities in 2023-24. It was 
noted that Wavendon Gate Pavilion would likely be a Freehold transfer and 
Britten Grove and Heronsbrook would likely be leaseholds as they are located 
in shopping parades. Councillors agreed that the facilities needed to be 
protected from potential closure and development. 

Resolved unanimously:  

a) That the Council agree to take ownership of Wavendon Gate Pavilion, 
Britten Grove Community Centre and Heronsbrook Meeting Place from 
Milton Keynes City Council. 

b) That a decision on a preferred structure to run the facilities be deferred 
until the February 2023 Full Council meeting, to allow for more information 
to be obtained. 
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FC148 FINANCE - AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS 
Resolved Unanimously: That payments presented to the Council be 
authorised by Councillor Taylor (Chair of the Regulatory Committee) and 
Adam Chapman-Ballard (Chairman of the Council) 

FC149 COUNCIL BUDGET 2022-2023 
The Council received the Council budget 2022/2023 and details of the 
Council’s financial position. It was noted that most cost centres were expected 
to be on or below budget for the financial year. 

Resolved unanimously: That the Council Budget 2022-2023 be accepted. 

FC150 FINANCE SUMMARY REPORT 
The Council received a report from the Responsible Finance Officer (RFO) 
setting out any main variations in the budget. 

Resolved unanimously: That the RFO report be accepted. 

FC151 DRAFT COUNCIL BUDGET 2023-2024 
The Council received the draft 2023-2024 budget. There had been some 
alterations from the budget presented in December 2022, with a change in 
software provider for the Council’s allotment management software. The costs 
and income of the community facilities due to be transferred to the Council 
had been removed from the budget and placed in a ringfenced reserve.  

Resolved unanimously: That the draft budget version 8 be approved. 

FC152 COUNCIL PRECEPT 2023-2024 
The Council received the precept options for 2023-2024. The option presented 
were examples showing what different precept levels would mean regarding 
the use of the Council’s Working Capital. The two main options illustrated 
keeping the precept the same as 2022-2023, meaning a real terms cut of 
£2.04 in the amount paid by a Band D equivalent house and keeping the Band 
D equivalent the same as 2022-2023, meaning a small rise in the Precept as 
the number of Band D equivalent properties in Walton Parish had risen by 94 
in the provisional tax base supplied by MKCC. 

Resolved unanimously: That the Council’s Precept for 2023-2024 be set at 
£413,548, a cost per average Band D property of £94.63, which is no change 
from 2022-2023. 

FC153 INTERIM AUDIT REPORT 
The Council received the Interim Audit Report from Auditing Solutions, the 
Council’s Internal Auditor. The Report highlighted no significant issues. The 
report was noted. 

FC154 MILTON KEYNES NEW TOWN HERITAGE REGISTER 
The Council received details on assets in the Parish that had been nominated 
by the public consideration for inclusion in the MK New Town Heritage 
Register. 3 assets had been nominated in the Parish, The Herons Schools, 
Goldilocks and Hindhead Knoll. 

Resolved unanimously: That the following comments be made to MKCC –  

• That the Council supports the listing of Hindhead Knoll. 
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• That the Council does not support the listing of Goldilocks or the 
Herons Schools.  

• That the Mews houses on Monellan Grove in Caldecotte and the 
Windmill at the Caldecotte pub be suggested for inclusion. 

FC155 WALNUT TREE FIRE RELIEF – DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS 
The Council considered the distribution of approx. £1300 raised for the Walnut 
Tree Fire Relief. The funds were due to be merged with the money raised by 
Walton Community Support Project (WCSP), but this did not happen. The 
Interim Council Manager had spoken to the WCSP to find out the formula 
used for the distribution and recommended a split based on the same criteria. 

Resolved unanimously: That the funds be distributed split as follows- 

• £500 to the residents of 27 Candlewicks, destroyed in the fire. 

• £100 each to the 7 houses on Bluebell Croft. 

• £100 to the resident who helped rescue people on the day of the fire. 

FC156 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
Resolved unanimously: That the Council makes no comment on any of the 
applications on the agenda. 

FC157 STANDING ITEM – REPORTS FROM CHAIRS OF THE COMMITTEES AND 
WORKING GROUPS 
There had been no Operations or Community Engagement Committee 
meetings since the last Full Council meeting. 

The Chair of Operations Committee reported on Walnut Tree Pavilion. There 
had been a water leak following burst pipes during the very cold weather in 
December. There was due to be a safety check done on the electrical system 
and the insurance company had been informed of the damage. The plans for 
repair included a heating system on the roof space to prevent further burst 
pipes in very cold conditions. There had been an inspection of the roof at 
Walnut Tree Pavilion, which had found a small leak, which was due to be 
discussed at the next Operations Committee, along with the quotation for solar 
heating and the ITQ for the replacement water heating system. 

The Chair of Regulatory Committee reported on decisions made and 
discussions that took place at the last meeting: 

• Bank signatories had been changed. 

• Planning applications had been discussed. An objection had been 
raised about the Beales Lane application. 

• There had been a couple of small changes to the draft Regulatory 
Committee Budget following a decision to change the supplier of the 
Council’s Allotment management software. 

FC158 REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS 

• Cllr. Taylor had attended the Parishes Forum. The MKCC budget was 
due for approval on February 22nd. MKCC reported that the Council Tax 
collection rate was 98.7%. There had been 62000 homes that MKCC 
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had helped with the cost-of-living crisis. The new landscaping contract 
was due to begin in September 2023. 

• Cllr Newland reported on blue redway signs that had fallen down and 
asked about the clearance of fallen leaves. 

THE MEETING ENDED AT 8:53PM 
 

 
Accepted as a true and accurate record 

 
 

 
 

 

…………………………………………………. ……………………………………………….. 
Signed    Date 
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ADDENDUM TO MINUTES OF 2 NOVEMBER 2022 

 PUBLIC FORUM 
Ward Councillor David Hopkins was present at the meeting and raised the 
following issues: 

• Cllr Hopkins had submitted a written report ahead of the meeting 

• The Groveway was still closed following an electrical fault discovered 
before the new roundabout was due to open. There was no timescale 
given for the reopening of the road and the length of closure was 
unacceptable. 

• Milton Keynes Council had taken January Council Tax payments a few 
days early. This was an inexcusable error, due to a human error and 
there was due to be an enquiry in to how it happened. 

• There were too many roadworks taking place at one time, with 11 
different road closures on one day in November 2022. 

• Wavendon Parish Council had received concerns about the number of 
cars using Walton Road between Wavendon Gate and Wavendon 
Village as a shortcut, which had led to an increase in the traffic. This 
may be because Google Maps and Sat Navs recommending the route.  
MKCC had been contacted about a possible closure of the road, which 
MKCC had said they would not support. Cllr Hopkins asked if 
Wavendon Parish Council and Walton Community Council could work 
together to come up with a scheme to discourage traffic from using the 
route as a shortcut. 

• The trains between Bletchley and Bedford were not running. 

Ward Councillor Vanessa McPake was present at the meeting and raised the 
following issues: 

• A highway workers strike was due to happen, but this would not affect 
the Walton area. 

• It was asked if the 20mph speed limit on Lichfield Down was making a 
difference. It was replied that there were no speed limit signs on the 
road. 


