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Present: Councillor David Newland (Chair), Councillor Amanda Taylor (Vice-Chair) 

and Councillor Aamir Bhatti. 
 
Officers: Lesley Sung (Council Manager) and Lesley Davies (Operations Officer). 
 
OC018 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Adam Chapman-

Ballard and Tate Chapman-Ballard.  
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the apologies be accepted. 
  
OC019 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 None declared. 
 
OC020 MINUTES 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the minutes of the Ordinary meeting of the 

Operations Committee held on 14 September 2021, be approved, and signed 
by the Chair as a correct record of the proceedings. 

 
OC021 OPERATIONS OFFICER’S REPORT 
 The Operations Officer reported that the sowing of the wildflowers at the pump 

track at Browns Wood Sports Ground would commence next week and that she 
would be discussing with the new contractor, Ashridge, the security details at 
the site. 

 
 She added that work at Sullivan Crescent Play Area had now commenced and 

informed the Committee that a meeting with Red Bull Technologies about the 
car parking and traffic issues at Caldecotte would be taking place on 14 October 
2021. 

 
 She further added that the outcome from the 20mph zone application for the 

area outside Herons schools would be known around the end of October 2021. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the Operations Officer’s report be noted. 
 
OC022 SCHEME OF DELEGATED AUTHORITY – DECISIONS 
 The Committee received details of the decisions made during September 2021, 

under the Council’s adopted scheme of delegated authority. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the record of decisions made under the Scheme 

of Delegated Authority, be noted. 
 
OC023      COMMUNITY WARDEN’S ACTIVITY REPORT 
 The Committee received a report for September listing the activities undertaken 

by the Community Warden. The Operations Officer had reported that in the 
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absence of the Community Warden, she had joined the Council Manager and 
one of the Council’s Parish Guardians in painting some of the yellow bollards on 
Lichfield Down. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the Community Warden’s Activities report be 

accepted.  
 
OC024 ALLOTMENT ADMINISTRATION AND INSPECTIONS REPORT 
 The Committee received a report on the status of each of the Council’s 4 

working allotment sites. She reported that there were 31 people on the 
allotment waiting list. 

 
 The Committee was requested to consider the level of tree works required on 

two mature trees at Boxberry Gardens allotment site. The Council’s allotment 
maintenance contractor advised:  
a) Crown lift 1 x walnut tree by up to 4-5 metres; and  
b) Consider either the reduction or removal of the plum tree: 

Option 1 – Reduce the plum tree by 50% and remove epicormic growth. 
 Option 2 – Remove the plum tree and kill off stump.  
 
The Operations Officer reported that the Council had received a refund from 
SES of £1,354 for an over-charge of water rates and suggested that this could 
offset the cost of the works. 
 
Resolved Unanimously:  
1. That the Allotment Administration and Inspections report be noted.  
2. That the crown lifting of one walnut tree, by up to 4 to 5m and the 

reduction of a plum tree at Boxberry Gardens allotment site be carried out 
by the Council’s allotment maintenance contractor, at a cost of £285. 

 
OC025 BROWNS WOOD SPORTS GROUND 
 The Operations Officer reported that the damaged beam on the climbing frame 

at Browns Wood Children’s play area would be replaced under warranty and 
that one of the Council’s Parish Guardians had taken it upon herself to carry out 
much needed weeding of the area surrounding the outdoor gym. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: 

1. That the Browns Wood Sports Ground maintenance report be accepted. 
2. That the Committee wishes to thank, Beverly Tripp, one of the Council’s 

Parish Guardians, for the work she will be carrying out at the outdoor gym, 
over the winter. 

  
OC026 EXTENTION OF PLAY AREA AT BROWNS WOOD SPORTS GROUND 

The Committee received costings and images of equipment that could be 
installed at Browns Wood Sports Ground. The project would be funded by the 
remaining monies in the Local Play s.106 pot.  
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Resolved Unanimously:  
1. That the Council purchases and installs a race trail and 2 travers forests, 

supplied by Sovereign Play, in the area at Browns Wood Sports Ground, 
south of the pump track, alongside the football pitch. 

2. That a clear 5 panel traverse wall, supplied by either Davies Sport or AMV 
Playgrounds, be purchased and installed at Browns Wood Sports Ground, 
adjacent to the Multi-Use Games Area, whichever is the best value for 
money. 

3. That the cost of installation and additional security fencing, operational 
works and independent play area inspections costs be covered by s.106 
monies. 

  
OC027      WALNUT TREE PAVILION AND SPORTS GROUND 
 The Council Manager updated the Committee on the transfer of the Walnut 

Tree Pavilion and Sports Ground from Milton Keynes Council to Walton 
Community Council. All legal matters were being dealt with by the Council’s 
appointed solicitors and the legal department at Milton Keynes Council. The 
facility was due to be transferred on 30 November 2021. 

 
 The Council Manager reminded the Committee that Full Council had agreed to 

vary the Browns Wood maintenance contract to include maintenance of Walnut 
Tree Sports Ground, up until the end of the Browns Wood contract in June 
2022. A decision would be taken closer to the time about the contract and 
whether the maintenance of the two sites should come under one or two 
contracts. 

 
 The Committee considered it important to show that the facility was now in the 

ownership of Walton Community Council by the installation of signage, like that 
installed at Browns Wood Sports Ground. 

 
 The Council Manager mentioned that English Cricket had grants available to 

make cricket more accessible.  
 
 Resolved Unanimously: 

1. That the Committee acknowledges the transfer of Walnut Tree Pavilion 
and Sports Ground will be 30 November 2021 and that the current Browns 
Wood maintenance contract is varied to include the maintenance at 
Walnut Tree Sports Ground, until the end of the current contract in June 
2022. 

2. That the Council considered re-joining the Bucks Playing Field 
Association. 

3. That the Council requests the F.A. carry out a condition report on the 
football pitches at Walnut Tree Sports Ground and to suggest ways the 
pitches could be improved. 
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4. That the Council Manager be requested to research funding opportunities 
for cricket and other alternative sports. 

  
OC028 OPERATIONS COMMITTEE BUDGET 
 The Committee reviewed the Operations Budget for 2021/2022 and considered 

its budgetary direction of travel for 2022/2023. 
 
 The Operations Officer reminded the Committee that the Council had already 

committed £15K in the 2022/2023 budget for the refurbishment of Caraway 
Close Play Area, subject to a successful Community Infrastructure Fund (CIF) 
bid. 

 
Resolved Unanimously:  
1. That the Operations Budget for 2021/22 be accepted. 
2. That the Committee requests Full Council to include in the 2022/2023 

budget, £5K for general play area repairs. 
 

OC029 CONFIDENTIAL ITEM 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the press and public be excluded from the 

meeting to enable the Committee to consider quotes received for the tree works 
Boxberry Gardens Allotment Site. The information discussed was commercially 
sensitive. 

 
OC030 TREE WORKS – BROWNS WOOD SPORTS GROUND 
 The Committee received 4 quotes for the tree works situated along Caldecotte 

brook that runs between the two footbridges at Browns Wood Sports Ground. 
The work was due to be carried out by the end of November 2021. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the tree works at Browns Wood Sports Ground 

be carried out by Stanton Tree Care at a cost of £2,400 + VAT, to be funded 
from the s.106 Neighbourhood Play pot. 

 
 

The meeting ended at 9.20pm 
 
 

 
Signed: 
 
……………………………………………………….  ………………………. 
Chairman     Date 
 
 
 
 


