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Present: 
Councillors: Adam Chapman-Ballard (Chairman), Tate Chapman-Ballard, Simon 

Lorrimer-Roberts, David Newland and Amanda Taylor. 
 
Officers: Lesley Sung (Council Manager), Ruth Rose (Responsible Finance Officer) 

and Lesley Davies (Operations Officer)  
 
Members of the Public: 1 
 
FC027 WELCOME AND PUBLIC FORUM 
 The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and the first ‘in person’ 

meeting of the Council since March 2020. 
 
FC028 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillor Brendan 

Metcalfe and Jaime Tamagnini.  
 
FC029 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 None declared. 
 
FC030 ANNUAL RETURN - ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 2020/2021 
 The Council received, reviewed, and completed the Annual Governance 

Statement 2020/2021. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the Annual Governance Statement be approved 

and signed by the Chairman of the Council and the Council Manager. 
 
FC031 ANNUAL RETURN – STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL CONTROL 2020/2021 
 The Council received and reviewed the completed Statement of Financial Control 

2020/2021. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously:  That the Statement of Financial Control be approved 

and signed by the Chairman of the Council and the Responsible Finance Officer. 
 
FC032 INTERNAL AUDITORS REPORT 2020/2021 
 The Council received the internal auditor’s report which forms part of the 

Council’s annual return 2020/2021. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the internal auditor’s report be accepted. 
 
FC033 HOLDING OF PUBLIC MEETINGS  
 Following an announcement from Central Government about the extension to 

Covid19 social distancing rules, the Council reviewed the way in which decisions 
would be made until such a time as social distancing rules had ceased. 
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 Resolved Unanimously:  
1. That, except for any Extra-Ordinary meetings that may be required, all 

Council and Standing Committee meetings, scheduled in July and August 
be cancelled. 

2. That the Council continues to make decisions through the adopted Scheme 
of Delegated Authority. 

3. That to keep all Councillors informed, the Council establishes Working 
Groups which can be held virtually. 

 
FC034 BUSINESS CONTINUITY PLAN – UPDATE 
 Following an announcement from Central Government about the extension to the 

Covid19 social distancing rules to 19 July 2021, the Council received an updated 
Business Continuity Plan. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously:  

1. That the updated Business Continuity Plan refers to ‘Working from Home’ 
(WFH) payments as per the HMRC WFH allowance. 

2. That with the above amendment, the updated Business Continuity Plan be 
approved. 

 
FC035 COVID19 SECURE RISK ASSESSMENT - UPDATE 
 Following an announcement from Central Government about the extension to the 

Covid19 social distancing rules to 19 July 2021, the Council received an updated 
Covid19 Secure Risk Assessment. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the updated Covid19 Secure Risk Assessment be 

approved. 
 
FC036 COUNCIL COVID19 RECOVERY PLAN – UPDATE 
 Following an announcement from Central Government about the extension to the 

Covid19 social distancing rules to 19 July 2021, the Council received an updated 
Covid19 Recovery Plan. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously:  That the updated Covid19 Recovery Plan be 

approved. 
 
FC037 STRATEGIC INITIATIVES WORKING GROUP – RECOMMENDATIONS 
 The Council received the recommendations of the Strategic Initiatives Working 

Group.  The Group had discussed various matters, namely: 
 

• Walnut Tree Pavilion 

• Hindhead Knoll – Transfer of Land Proposal 

• Community Asset Transfer – Other Community Facilities 

• Scheme of Delegated Authority 

• Growth and Development in Adjacent Areas 

• Communications Strategy 
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• Emergence from Lockdown 

• Strategic Priories 2021/2022 

• Council Plan 2021/2022 
 

Resolved Unanimously: 
1. That progress made on the transfer of Walnut Tree Pavilion from Milton 

Keynes Council to Walton Community Council be accepted and that the 
Council acknowledges the estimated end date of around November for 
completion of the freehold transfer. 

2. That the Operations Committee receives the refurbishment project plan and 
that it oversees the improvements to be made. 

3. That the Council continues to negotiate with Milton Keynes Council about 
the potential to transfer the open space land at Hindhead Knoll (excluding 
the redway that runs through the site). 

4. That the Council enters discussions with relevant parties about the potential 
transfer of all community assets, and that these discussions are conducted 
in such a way that priority will be given to the transfer of facilities where this 
is the most need of assistance. 

5. That the current Scheme of Delegated Authority remains unchanged for 
2021/2022 and that the scheme be reviewed at the first ordinary Council 
meeting of the civic year. 

6. That Milton Keynes Council be asked about the potential for a boundary 
review based on: 
(a) Towergate – KFC land / Vauxhall Garage, which would be better 

served if this area of land was located within the Wavendon Parish 
Council boundary. 

(b) Church Farm – consideration for this area to come into the Walton 
Community Council area boundary as this new estate has more in 
common than nearby Wavendon Gate than any of the areas within the 
Wavendon Parish Council boundary. 

7. That the Council recognises the full impact of growth and development in 
adjacent and surrounding areas of Walton and that it continues to work to 
ensure that the appropriate infrastructure is in place to mitigate the impact. 

8. That the Council continues to communicate to Milton Keynes Council, its 
priorities in respect of growth and development in adjacent and surrounding 
areas. 

9. That improvements to the Council’s website be discussed with the Council’s 
IT Support (Cloudy Group). 

10. That the Council carries out a review of how it holds public meetings and 
investigates the potential for improving communications and holding hybrid 
(in-person / virtual) public meetings in the future. 

11. That the Community Engagement Committee assists in developing a 
Communications Policy and Social Media Policy, taking a user-first 
approach, and making its recommendations to Full Council. 
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12. That, in view of the recommendations made by the Strategic Initiatives 
Working Group, the Council’s Strategic Priorities and Council Plan be 
reviewed.  

  
FC038 STRATEGIC PRIORITIES 2021/2022 
 Following the Council’s approval of the recommendations of the Strategic 

Initiatives Working Group, the Council reviewed the draft Strategic Priorities for 
2021/2022 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the draft Strategic Priorities for 2021/2022 be 

adopted. 
 
FC039 COUNCIL PLAN 2021/2022 
 Following the Council’s approval of the recommendations of the Strategic 

Initiatives Working Group, the Council reviewed the draft Council Plan for 
2021/2022 

 
 Resolved Unanimously:  That the draft Council Plan for 2021/2022 is adopted. 
 
FC040 DRAFT INVESTMENT STRATEGY 2021/2022 
 The Council considered an Investment Strategy for 2021/2022. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the draft Investment Strategy 2021/2022 be 

approved. 
 
FC041 COMPLAINT – OUTCOME OF INTERNAL INVESTIGATION 

 The Council receive the report and outcome of an investigation into a complaint 
in respect of the Council’s recent SE:MK campaign.  The investigating Officer 
provided a verbal update and summary of the actions taken by the Council and 
outlined the findings. 

 
 Following publication of the investigation report, Councillor Adam Chapman-

Ballard made some additional comments which were attached as an addendum 
to the report.  The complainant had been sent the report and the additional 
comments and he had been invited to comment further.  The complainant 
declined. 

 
 The Council Manager read out an email from Councillor Brendan Metcalfe who 

had been appointed to oversee the investigation process.  He advised that he did 
not accept part of the report and did not elaborate with any reasons.  The Council 
Manager advised that the investigation process had been robust and the time 
given to the investigation by all involved was extensive.   

 
 However, the report did contain some learning points about the way it 

communicates with its residents.  The Chairman reminded the Council improving 
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communications had been agreed as one of the Council’s strategic priorities for 
2021/2022. 

 
The Investigating Officer recommended that no further action be taken. 

 
 Resolved: That the outcome, findings and learning points from the investigation 

be accepted and that no further action is taken. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 8.05pm. 
 The meeting re-convened at 8.20pm 

 
FC042 LOCAL GOVERNMENT (Miscellaneous Provisions) ACT 1982 – 

BOROUGHWIDE STREET TRADING CONSENT - RENEWAL 
 The Council considered a boroughwide street trading renewal application from 

Mr Softee – (Registration V272 XNH) for 1 ice cream van to trade Monday to 
Sunday 15:30 to 19:30.   The deadline for comment was 29 June 2021. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the Council has no comment to make about the 

boroughwide street trading renewal application. 
 
 FC043 CONFIDENTIAL ITEM 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the press and public be excluded from the 

meeting so that the Council could consider agenda item 14 (Dog Bin Emptying 
Contract).  Reason: the documentation and the discussion contained 
commercially sensitive information. Councillor Simon Lorrimer-Roberts also left 
the meeting at this point.  

 
FC044 DOG BIN EMPTYING CONTRACT 
 The Council had received two quotes for a 3-year dog bin emptying contract, to 

empty 39 dog bins, twice per week. 
 
 The Council had carried out a robust Invitation to Quote process with 5 

companies invited to submit a quote.  Only two companies responded. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: 

1. That the Council waive Financial Regulations (the requirement to consider 
three quotes) and accept that a robust procurement process had been 
carried out and consider the two quotes received for the dog bin emptying 
contract. 

2. That the dog bin emptying contract be awarded to Marcus Young 
Landscapes Ltd. 

 
The meeting ended at 9.00pm 

 
Signed: 
……………………………………………………….  ………………………. 
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Chairman     Date 


