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Community engagement is at the core of what WCC believes, so we
try not only to maintain what we currently provide, but also to
enhance our services and community projects. We are planning
more coach trips not only for our third age residents, as we did last
year, but for all of the family as well. We will also be holding a
Summer Fayre, together with activities for our young citizens this
summer, and a Christmas event is also planned. If you have an
organised event that you would like WCC to attend, then please let
us know by contacting us at our office.
Our projects committee has also been busy. WCC has just started to
improve the landscaping and infrastructure in our area with our
‘Redway Refresh’ project and further details can be found on page
3. These issues were highlighted by a recent Neighbourhood Plan
survey which helped us target areas that needed improvements.
We also plan to introduce regular council surveys in the future to
gather your concerns and measure how we are performing. Other
projects underway include play area refurbishments (see page 19)
WCC is also looking into the possibility of taking over the
maintenance of our play areas because Milton Keynes Council is
looking to reduce the number of play areas or outsource this
service in order to save money. WCC has overseen and financed
many upgrades to our play areas and see this as one of the services
that we can protect for our residents.

Welcome to the latest edition of the Warden’s Ramble. Now that spring has finally sprung there should be
no excuses for those with allotments to get out there and enjoy the British weather, get those allotments
into shape and enjoy the fruits or veg of your labour.
We still have a few vacant plots at our sites. Currently two at Studley Knapp, one at Holst Crescent and
two sub plots at Duchess Grove. If you want to live the ‘Good Life’ and have your own plot then contact
myself or the council office.
Those who do have allotments will have noticed that there has been some work carried out on some of
the trees on site. Last year a tree survey was undertaken by a specialist arboriculture company, the trees
were tagged and several were identified as being in need of trimming, pruning etc. This work has now
been completed.

RoSPA Training
I recently attended a Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) course on the safety aspect of
children’s play areas, and will be undertaking a series of inspections to ensure equipment in these play
areas is of the correct standards. If you have any concerns regarding equipment or play areas, please get
in touch.

Police Engagement
I attend monthly meetings with Thames Valley Neighbourhood Police team and in particular with the local
Police Community Support Officer for this Parish. The Police run various schemes, a particularly good one
is the bicycle security marking scheme, which allows bikes to identified if stolen. If you are interested in
having you bike marked please get in touch and we can make the arrangements.

We are in the final stages of acquiring Browns Wood Sports Ground
through Milton Keynes Council’s Community Asset Transfer
process. Once this is achieved a project of improvements is
planned, including a new Pavilion with changing rooms and a new
office for the Parish Council with expanded parking. Relocation and
enhancements to the play facilities are also planned.

Redway Refresh

We are also making good progress with our Neighbourhood Plan,
and many of you will either have attended one of our consultation
events, read about it on our website or through one of the leaflets
which we distributed to all of our residents or you may have
participated in one of the surveys. This is all leading to a
referendum on the Plan scheduled for September (see page 22).
For more details and a copy of our draft plan please go to our
website.

Shrubs and bushes have been cut back, in addition to those normally included as part of the MKC
maintenance programme. Redway bollards are being painted and new directional signs have been
ordered which should be installed in the very near future. We would love to know what you think about
these improvements as we are currently planning Phase 2 to be carried out during 2016/17. See our
before and after pictures on page 26.

www.waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

Phase 1 of our programme of environmental improvements is underway. Following consideration of areas
of need highlighted both by residents and myself, we decided to concentrate on areas which are used
more frequently by residents and in particular children and young people. We therefore have begun work
in the vicinity of our schools and local centres, including redways leading to and from these locations.

I am sure you will appreciate, there are a lot of bollards and signs across the parish, and with limited
budgets it will take time to address every area of need – but we will continue to look for additional
funding wherever possible to address the issues you have told us are important to you.

Walton Matters
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And Don’t Forget to Vote in Our Referendum on the Neighbourhood Plan

PARISH MANAGER

Before you think all elections for the year are over, you will have the opportunity to vote in a referendum
on our Walton Neighbourhood Plan which we hope will take place in September this year. You can see
more details about the Plan on page 20

Article courtesy of Lesley Sung—Parish Manager
It’s been a busy 7 months since I started at Walton Community Council but what a great
way to start with the launch of our Annual Fayre in August last year. It spurred us on to organise our
Christmas Celebration in December and although we could not control the weather, it was still a huge
success. I am really proud to have been part of a great team of staff and Councillors dedicated to
providing excellent services for our community. Read on and you will see what other great events are
being organised for this year.
Elections Are Upon Us - Don’t Forget to Vote!
Borough Elections – 5 May 2016

Pink and black sacks
Don’t forget we have pink sacks available in the foyer of MK Snap and we also still have some black
rubbish sacks here in the office. There are only a small number of rolls left and it’s 1st come 1st served
with 1 roll of sacks per household.
Interactive Locations Map
Our new Interactive Locations Map is now up and running on our website. If you need to know the
locations of allotments, grit bins, dog bins, play areas or noticeboards they are all there on the map. See
the map on www.waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk, just follow the Environmental Issues tab.

I wanted to remind our residents that Milton Keynes Council local elections are upon us and your
opportunity to vote will be on 5 May 2016. You will also have the opportunity to vote for the area’s
Police & Crime Commissioner for the Thames Valley area, at the same time. You have to be on the
Register of Electors to be able to vote and you can register at any time of the year via the MKC link
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote. However, to vote in the forthcoming elections, you will need to have been
registered by 18 April.
Police and Crime Commissioner for the Thames Valley Area – 5 May 2016
The Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) is responsible for making sure Thames Valley Police is an
efficient and effective force and for the next four years, the elected Commissioner will hold to account the
Chief Constable of Thames Valley Police for how their force performs.
For more information about the role of the PCC visit www.choosemypcc.org.uk and for information on
the election of the Thames Valley PCC and the names of candidates, visit
www.thamesvalleypccelection.co.uk
EU Referendum – 23 June 2016
A referendum on whether Britain should remain in the European Union will be held on Thursday 23 June
2016. The question will be “Should the United Kingdom remain a member of the European Union or
leave the European Union?
British, Irish and Commonwealth citizens over the age of 18 who are resident in the UK or Gibraltar will be
able to vote, as will British citizens who have lived abroad for less than 15 years.
You can only vote in the EU referendum if you are on the electoral register and to vote in the EU
referendum, you must be registered by Tuesday 8 June 2016.
If you have any questions about your registration status or wish to know more about any of the above
elections, you can contact Milton Keynes Council’s Elections Office at
elections@milton-keynes-gov.uk or telephone 01908 254706.
For the EU referendum, there is time to apply for a postal vote and you can find a postal vote application
form at www.gov.uk/voting-in-the-uk/postal-voting To vote in this election, postal vote application forms
must be received by the MKC’s Electoral Registration Officer, Pamela Loose by 5pm on Wednesday 8 June
2016.
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Land at Bergamot Gardens

CHAIRMAN
Article courtesy of Councillor Terry Reynolds—Chairman of the Council
The Precept
WCC is a progressive thinking Council with a strategy to protect and enhance the experience of living and
working in the parish for all of our residents. We strongly believe that this aspiration is welcomed by the
overwhelming majority of residents. This view was also underlined by the results of the Neighbourhood
Plan household surveys where there was a clear message that we must do more to protect the
community where we are all fortunate to live.
However this work requires investment and for the last 5 years we have increased the precept from
£20,000 in 2010/2011 to the new level of £291,260 in 2016/2017. These increasing funds make it possible
to put in place the resources to deliver better services, more community events and valuable projects
designed to benefit all parts of our community. Details of the Council budget can be seen on the opposite
page.
One of the main threats facing us all is the effect of year on year cuts to the Milton Keynes Council budget
that already manifest themselves in declining levels of maintenance and other services in our community.
We therefore conclude that it will be increasingly necessary to step in to maintain the standards we
expect.
Councillors are volunteers and we truly believe that we are delivering a valuable service to Walton’s
residents, but of course we welcome your feedback on how we could do better.

Many of you will be aware that the plot of land at Bergamot is owned by WCC, but it has never been put
to any good use for a prolonged period of time, therefore it remains a vacant plot that requires regular
maintenance. It was originally designated for allotments but in over 20 years there has never been the
demand to open it for that purpose. The Council therefore considered the matter very carefully and some
months ago decided that it would be best to sell the land for housing and use the money raised to invest
in a landmark community facility. The marketing of the land is currently in progress and we will ensure
that what is built is in keeping with the area. The community facility we wish to fund with the money
raised is the new Pavilion at Browns Wood Sport Ground and as mentioned above this building will be a
valuable new resource enhancing the use of the sports ground and providing space for other community
based activities.

Community Asset Transfer Programme
In previous issues I have kept you informed of the progress that we have made to secure community
assets being offered through Milton Keynes Council (MKC) Community Asset Transfer (CAT) Programme.
Of the four assets in Walton (Browns Wood Sports Ground, Britten Grove Community Centre, Wavendon
Gate Pavilion & Sport Ground and Heronsbrook Meeting Place) previously offered through the MKC CAT
programme, only Browns Wood Sports Ground (BWSG) and Heronsbrook Meeting Place (HMP) have todate been re-opened for applications from eligible groups.

Browns Wood Sports Ground (BWSG)
Our application to acquire BWSG has been progressing for many months and we are now in the process
of finalising the freehold transfer agreement with MKC lawyers. Once the transfer is completed WCC
intends to build a Pavilion on the land and the planning for this is well advanced. The Pavilion will provide
changing rooms, toilets, kitchen and meeting facilities and importantly it will enable greater use of the
sports facilities by local users such as our local team Southside United FC.

Heronsbrook Meeting Place (HMP)
We have also made an application to acquire HMP and successfully completed stage 1 of the application
process. However further progress is unlikely unless it becomes possible for WCC to take direct
management control of the building as we believe this is essential to delivering the best value to
residents.

5

www.waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

Walton Matters

6

Striving to improve our community

WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

NEW COUNCILLOR UPDATE

COMMUNITY GRANTS

Our newly elected councillors have now been in place since the end of last year, so we asked them what they’ve
been doing in their first few months in office. Here’s what they had to say:-

Councillor Tate Ballard – Representing Walnut Tree and Walton
Working for WCC as a councillor over the past few months has been wonderful. It is good to see how
much can be done through the power of people, and how much of that is good for our community.
Helping to push change through decisions we make as a council has been a very eye opening
experience. Taking part in events and discussions like Church Farm and Council projects is something
that I would encourage all of our residents to get involved with – after all we all want a better
community and a better Milton Keynes.

Councillor Adam Chapman – Representing Wavendon Gate

Are you a charity, voluntary or community organisation that works with or provides a
service to the residents of the Walton parish area?
Do you need funding to help with a start up or plug a shortfall?
Why don’t you contact Walton Community Council and see if you are eligible for a grant?
Walton Community Council allocates a sum of money each financial year to be awarded as grants to
eligible groups who are formally constituted and can demonstrate that any funding from the Community
Council would benefit Walton Community residents.

Being back at WCC as a councillor the past few months has been great! It’s been really good to see
that WCC has matured into a very effective organisation with robust debates and a plan for a clear
path ahead, all thanks to committed colleagues. Some of the topics such as Church Farm planning
have been very interesting to delve into the backgrounds and legal discussions and I’d encourage all
residents to take more than a passing interest and get involved – let’s all make a difference to our part
of Milton Keynes.

Applying is easy - Just visit our website, click on the finance tab and download the simple one page
application form, or contact the Parish Manager at clerk@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

Councillor Phil Chambers—Representing Old Farm Park

Walton Community Council also awarded £1000 to Milton Keynes Citizen’s Advice towards a bespoke
Outreach Advice Service for residents. This will provide localised services, with guidance across a range
of issues, predominantly related to benefits and tax credits, debt, employment, housing and
relationships /families, to those less able to travel to the centre.

I became involved, as a new local resident, in the preparation of the Walton Community Council
Neighbourhood Plan in 2014. The working group, consisting of councillors and other local residents,
impressed me with its commitment to safeguarding and improving the built environment of the
parish. Having lived and worked in London, where the parish council level of local government does
not exist as it does elsewhere in the country, I could see that an active and committed parish council
had the potential to achieve real improvements for local residents. When encouraged to stand for one of the
councillor vacancies following the 2015 elections I had little hesitation in doing so. I have now been a councillor, for
the first time, since November 2015.
It has been an interesting few months getting up to speed on what the local issues are, the services the Council is
responsible for, the procedural background to budget setting and decision making and getting to know the other
councillors. The Council has impressed me with its strategy and ambition to improve its services for the benefit of
all of the community and to engage more with the community to shape those services in the future. I have also
been impressed by the dedication and professionalism of the staff who support us and who are so important in
ensuring that the decisions we make are implemented effectively.
Having spent my working life in town planning it has also been a pleasure to be able to contribute my experience
on planning matters affecting the parish.

Councillor Dawn Filby—Representing Caldecotte
When I first joined the parish council I was not quite sure what to expect. This was going to be a
totally new experience for me.
I’ve joined the Operations and the Projects Committees, and also the Events Working Group that
focuses on organising the summer and Christmas events and trips.
Over the six months, being a councillor has opened my eyes to issues in the local area, the facilities
put on by the parish council and the cost implications of maintaining our local amenities, dog bins and keeping the
local environment a pleasant place for us to live. I am thoroughly enjoying being part of the decision making
process and I’m looking forward to taking part in the upcoming events.
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Since the last Newsletter we have awarded £500 to MK Sailing Club at Caldecotte Lake towards an
extension to the Caldecotte Watersports Centre to extend the changing rooms and provide storage
room in the roof space.

KEEP IN TOUCH WITH YOUR COUNCIL
Like us on Facebook—www.facebook.com/wccmk
Follow us on Twitter—www.twitter.com/wccmk
Visit our website—www.waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk
Phone us on 01908 694758
Come in to the office—Room 2, MK Snap, 20 Bourton Low, Walnut Tree, MK7 7DE
9:30am—2:30pm Monday to Friday

Walton Matters
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OPERATIONS COMMITTEE
Article courtesy of Councillor Mario Toto —Chair, Operations Committee

Provision of WCC services and the maintenance of community assets comprise the routine but important
activities undertaken by the WCC Ops Committee. Councillors and staff take pride in serving the
community and delivering the best possible outcomes within our remit and responsibility. Please read on
for an update on our recent activities.
Those of you who have been enjoying our Trim Trail fitness equipment around Caldecotte Lake will be
pleased to know that we are undertaking repairs to the worn out surfaces with more durable material.
We have also renewed contracts for the inspection and repair regime for the year ahead. Not only do we
want to keep these facilities looking great, we are also planning to add two more fitness stations, with
four new pieces of equipment.
If they did not exist we would miss them and the area would not be so nice and clean. You may have
guessed the subject: Dog Bins. We constantly monitor their usage levels and review reports on
undesirable bag littering locations. As a result we will be seeking to expand bin capacities and also install
bins in areas to provide better accessibility and reduce littering problems. To get an appreciation of the
number and the location of dog bins and other facilities that we look after please go to the WCC website
and view the interactive map of our area.
We are pleased to inform you that the administration of our allotment sites is working well and we thank
the plot holders for renewing their contracts in a timely manner. Our allotment communities may have
already noticed that a programme of tree maintenance has been undertaken and that hedges and
pathways have been trimmed and cleared. For two sites the issue of gate security has now been
addressed with the purchase of replacement padlocks. Also and in response to popular demand, we have
installed a community shed on Boxberry Gardens and are progressing with the shed on Studley Knapp.
The management and funding of the seasonal play schemes for our young citizens is also the
responsibility of the Operations Committee. We hope that those who took part enjoyed the Easter
Programme. You will also be pleased to know that a summer programme is nearly finalised. Further
information on this may be found on pages 15 and 16.
In addition to the Neighbourhood Watch that we mentioned in our last update, we would like to inform
residents of the Thames Valley Police Alert: Community Messaging. Please register on the website
www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk to receive and be able to share information to help the prevention and
detection of crime and anti-social behaviour. Also, you should know that our WCC warden works closely
with the area PCSO and the Police attend our meetings on a regular basis to update us on their activities
in the area. Let us work together to keep our community safe and our area a pleasant place in which to
live.
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ALLOTMENT MATTERS

REGULATORY COMMITTEE

Article courtesy of Councillor Adam Chapman

Article courtesy of Councillor Mandy Taylor—Chair, Regulatory Committee

Spring has arrived and the start of the main allotment season has begun – welcome to the next 6 months
of the year!

Don’t rush to the plot!
While it’s tempting to get out on the plot and start planting as soon as possible, don't plant too early! On
a sunny day when the ambient temperature is 12-15 degrees and the temperature in your greenhouse
can be 30 degrees plus, the overnight temperature can plummet to around 5 degrees – too cold for most
seedlings to thrive. Before planting out, check the floor temperature with a gardener’s thermometer so
that transplanted roots don’t get shocked. Ground frost doesn’t stop being a problem until late May in
Milton Keynes.

Make use of your spare time
While you’re waiting for the right time to plant, why not build something for social summer weekends,
like a pallet bench? A lot of sites have spare pallets you can use, or some DIY stores are happy to give
them away. Within an hour or two and with simple tools (a saw, nails/screws, a hammer and a tape
measure) you can have a good looking, solid bench for putting your feet up in between working hard on
your plot. There’s a great set of instructions I’ve used to make 2 benches here:
www.instructables.com/id/Pallet-Bench-Project

Plan ahead to save water
If you have a water butt on your plot, it’ll be full to capacity just now - so how about harvesting that
water into soda bottles, or milk bottles to store as much water as possible while we still have plenty of
rain that will quickly refill the butt?

Most of this report is about planning as there are some proposed major developments
in nearby areas which will affect Walton.

Appeal regarding the development at Church Farm, Wavendon.
The appeal regarding the development of 350 houses was due to take place on Tuesday 26th and
Wednesday 27th April. At the time of writing this report the result of this appeal was not yet know but
will be on our website as soon as we know.

Proposed development at the Hewlett Packard site, Wavendon
This proposal is for 150 houses to the north of Wavendon Tower and associated changes to the roads in
the area to allow access to the site. The outline proposal was discussed at a special meeting of Milton
Keynes Development Control Committee on March 8th, 2016 where officers of MKC recommended
acceptance with certain provisos, but an official decision has not yet been made.

Response to site allocation plan
Milton Keynes Council has to find land for additional housing so it has suggested sixty one possible sites of
which five are in the Walton area but there are several more in neighbouring areas which would have an
impact on Walton. Both Walton Community Council and the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group have
made comments on these proposals, highlighting the need for adequate infrastructure (local amenities,
access roads etc.). You can see the WCC response in full on the Walton Community Council website under
Community / Planning / Site Allocations Plan

External audit of accounts for 2014/15
The audit for 2014/15 has now been signed off and the original report can be viewed in the Parish Office.

And if you’re just starting out this year
If this is your first year allotmenting, keep it nice and simple. There’s no need to try to grow everything in
your first year. Start easy - potatoes break up tough clods of mud and clay soils well making future years
easier. Better, they require little effort to grow and everyone likes chips! Never plant potatoes from a
shop (they’re usually coated in an anti-growth chemical or potentially carry diseases) so look for a good
blight resistant variety instead. There’s just time left to get maincrop potatoes in the floor if you plant
fast into trenches 60cm apart, with each seed potato 50-60cm apart in the row.

Visit the

Open every Thursday

Cafe

Here’s to a happy start to the season and the social times ahead – BBQs and an explosion
of growth and colour!
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Home made cakes and biscuits
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MK7 7DE
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WILD FLOWER SEED SCATTER

COACH TRIPS
Summer 3rd Age trip
Our summer 3rd Age coach trip will be on Wednesday 20th July and we are excited to announce that we
will be whisking our residents off to Hunstanton.
Hunstanton is situated on the western tip of the North Norfolk coast. It has spectacular sunsets as it is the
only East coast resort that faces west looking across the Wash to Boston and Skegness.
There are two sides to Hunstanton; the main resort of Hunstanton is famed for its distinctive striped cliffs
and fabulous beach which offers ideal conditions for playing in the sand, exploring rock pools and enjoying
the sea. Only a mile further along the coast to Old Hunstanton, the quieter, more traditional face of the
resort has more of a village feel with cottages built of Norfolk carstone. You can walk from one resort to
the other, enjoying the views of the beach and sea, and taking in the exhilarating water sports action of
windsurfing, kite surfing, kayaking and paddle boarding that has become popular in this area. You can
follow The Wolf Trail, which explores the gardens and cliff top scenery to trace the story of St Edmund,
Hunstanton’s most famous visitor and first patron saint of England. Visitors to Hunstanton can enjoy some
stunning gardens and excellent floral displays. The town was winner of a Gold Award and overall winner in
the Coastal Resort Category of Anglia in Bloom 2013.
The trip is open to all residents of Walton Parish aged 55 and over. Anyone who wants to bring a friend
from outside the Parish can do so, or a younger friend from within Walton, but they have to pay full price.
We will be leaving from Walnut Tree Pavilion on Bourton Low at 8am and returning by about 8:30pm.
The cost is £6 per Walton Resident and £13 each for friends or residents of other parishes.

On March 31st Children from Wavendon Gate School, together with staff and Henry Sunderland, our
Community Warden, planted wild flower seeds around the perimeter of their school grounds. The seeds
were kindly donated to us by the Horticultural Society at Kew Gardens.
The weather stayed fine and no doubt the children enjoyed the
experience.
Walton Community Council would like to thank Debbie Hawkins
and Debbie Rogers for facilitating the seed scattering and of
course our biggest thanks goes to the children.

Family Coach Trip
For our first ever organised family coach trip we have decided to take you away to sunny Southend-on
Sea.
Discover all the joys of the English seaside. Walk the 1.3 miles of the longest pleasure pier in the world,
enjoy over 60 rides and attractions for all the family at Adventure Island, including ‘Rage’, voted the most
thrilling rollercoaster in the UK by Blue Peter. Discover a world of watery wonder at Sealife Adventure, the
south east's premier aquatic attraction, with over 40 fascinating displays, letting you come face to face
with many marine creatures! If that all sounds like a bit much, there are over 7 miles of seafront to enjoy,
and with three Blue Flags and seven Quality Coast Awards, this is one of the cleanest stretches of seaside
in the UK.
We will be leaving from Walnut Tree Pavilion on Bourton Low at 8am and returning by about 8:30pm.
This trip is open to all residents of Walton Parish. If your children want to bring friends from outside the
Parish they can, but they will be charged full price.
The cost is £8 per adult and £4 per child for Walton Parish residents, and £13 per head for residents of
other parishes.

PLAN:MK
Article courtesy of Councillor Phil Chambers—Chair, Plan:MK Working Group

Following our day out at the Birmingham Christmas Market in November we are currently planning our
Christmas 3rd Age trip. Details will be posted on our Website and Facebook page when we have them or
keep an eye out in the next issue of Walton Matters.

At the beginning of the year you will have received from Milton Keynes Council the
“Plan: MK” leaflet. This is the first step in the preparation of the new local plan for the MK area and set
out a number of suggestions for the development strategy for MK over the next 15 years. It included four
possible strategies for the future expansion of MK: (1) for development concentrated to the west and
south west and/or south east of the city; (2) for development east of the M1; (3) development by means
of one or more satellite settlements in the rural area to the north of the existing urban area; and (4) the
intensification and redevelopment of the existing urban area. The consultation period for this document
ended on 6th April.
Walton Community Council established a Working Group to write a response to the Plan. We have
considered the strategies put forward and sent our comments to MK Council. You can see these
comments in full, and the Consultation documents, on the Walton Community Council website under
Community / Planning / Plan:MK
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Friday is time for the New Stars to shine!

SUMMER PLAY ACTIVITIES
Over the forthcoming summer holidays Walton Community Council will be funding play sessions for
children in the Parish aged from 4-14 years old, offering something for all tastes!

Monday is play time!
25th July, 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd August—Milton Keynes Play Association
Each Monday in the holidays the Milton Keynes Play Association will be holding their Open Access Play
Sessions on the Heronsgate School Fields. Enjoy face painting, sports, games, arts and crafts and the ever
popular bouncy castle. Parents are welcome to come along and join in the fun!
The sessions run from 10am – 12:30pm and are free of charge, there’s no need to book, just turn up on
the day. Ages 4-14.

Tuesday is Special Ops day!
26th July, 9th August, 23rd August—Survival Skills

To round off each week it’s the New Stars Arts Academy, bringing dance, theatre, music and fun to your
holidays!
29th July—Around the World in Arty Ways
All aboard the New Stars train! From Brazil to India, the USA to Africa we’re about to take a flying trip
round the world, experiencing dance styles, music, stories and songs from different countries. We will
look at the landscape, the wildlife, the language and explore the country through performing arts.
Welcome to our world tour!
5th August—Olympic Challenge
On your marks… get set… GO… welcome to our Olympic Challenge. We will be exploring sport, athletics
and gymnastics through dance, drama, music and movement. We’ve got games, challenges and activities,
gold medals and so much more. Join us, as the Olympics kick off in Rio, for 2 hours of fun, games and
challenges!
12th August—Carnival Chaos

Ex-Army Sgt Mack offers kids a special programme based on professional survival skills, problem solving
and team building. Learn how to build an all-weather shelter, start a fire safely and find wild foods.
Discover the importance of a positive outlook, self-confidence and responsibility. Bring a packed lunch,
snacks and a drink.

Samba your way down to our Carnival Chaos session. Dance, drama, music, arts & crafts and much more!
Celebrate the Summer Olympics, Brazilian Style, with the New Stars Arts Academy. Working together,
students and teachers will create routines and drama scenes to bring our carnival wonderland to life!
19th August—Best of British

2nd August, 16th August, 30th August—Laser Tag
On 2nd, 16th and 30th August it’s time for Laser Tag. It’s the new alternative to Paint Ball, without the mess
or sting, it's harmless. Play at being soldiers and enjoy games such as 'Capture the Flag' or 'Team Death
Match' Bring a packed lunch, snacks and a drink.
Wear outdoor clothes to suit the British weather and sturdy shoes or trainers, you may get mucky!
The sessions are from 10am – 3pm and will take place at the Caldecotte Experience, MK6 3AG. You need
to book the sessions on the Special Ops website at www.specialopshq.co.uk. All participants must bring a
valid voucher to for each session, vouchers are printed on page 22 of this newsletter. If you need more
vouchers contact Walton Community Council on 01908 694758. Places are limited and on a 1st come 1st
served basis. All sessions are free of charge. Ages 7-14

Musical icons, sporting heroes and historical legends, New Star’s Best of British session will explore
everything that makes us British. Through the performing and creative arts, children will follow a journey
from the Beatles to Winston Churchill and David Beckham creating dances, songs and drama pieces to
bring their characters to life
26th August—Disney Adventures
Let it go this summer and join us as we take a winding, magical trip through everyone’s favourite Disney
moments! Incorporating movement, drama, singing, music, dance and physical theatre, teachers and
children will explore the magical castles, haunted woods and fairy lands we all know and love. Two hours
of fun and games… it means no worries for the rest of your day!
2nd September—Stage & Screen Legends

On Thursdays it’s time to kick it!
28th July, 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th August, 1st September—Football Coaching
Walton Community Council are teaming up with Southside United and Sport 4 All to bring fun football
coaching sessions to the children of Walton!
Improve your child’s agility, balance and coordination through playing fun, safe and constructive games.
The location and exact times for the sessions is yet to be finalised, but will be posted on our website and
Facebook page as soon as it is decided. Ages 5-14

Walk the red carpet or tread the boards as we dive into a world of stage and screen legends.
Incorporating dance, drama, musical theatre, film & television technique, movement and song we’ll
explore some of history’s most magical moments on the silver screen and in the footlights! Working
collaboratively between children and teachers, it’ll be a performing arts experience to remember!
All of the New Stars sessions take place at Wavendon Gate Pavilion from 10am – 12pm, they are all free
of charge. Parents must sign their children in at the start of each session. Places are limited and are on a
1st come 1st served basis. Ages 5-14.
For any more information on any of the activities listed contact the Council office on 01908 694758 or
visit our website at www.waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk
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WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

SUMMER EVENTS

Article courtesy of Councillor Joanna Bolton

Family Fit & Fun Day—9th July

At the end of November Walton Community Council held its annual Christmas Celebration at The Venue,
and as before the residents of Walton Parish turned out in large numbers to see the switch on of the
Christmas tree lights and enjoy the entertainments.
When holding a winter event there
is a fairly even chance of two kinds
of weather, crisp and clear or wet
and windy. Unfortunately this time
we were blessed with the latter!
Nevertheless the hardy souls of
Walton braved the ever worsening
rain to see the Christmas lights
being switched on, and managed to
last through a couple of carols
before fleeing back inside to the
warmth of The Venue.

Walton Community Council will be holding our annual Family Fit & Fun day at Caldecotte Lake on 9th July.
Once again, in conjunction with fitMK, we invite our residents to come along and take part. There will be
circuits, obstacle courses, fitness blast sessions and loads of fun activities for all the family. There will be
goodies and prizes for everyone so we hope to see you there!
Summer Fayre—20th August
This year the Autumn Fayre is digging out its sun cream and becoming the Summer Fayre. It will be held at
MK Snap on Saturday 20th August and we are planning to build on the success of last year’s event, with a
wide range of stalls, great entertainment and lots of things to see and do. We hope to have the Mounted
Police and their Horses and the Fire Engine back and of course there will be plenty to eat and drink for
both young and not so young alike. If you are interested in having a stall at the event please contact our
Assistant Parish Manager Dan Preston at the Council office on 01908 694758.
Frog Pond Clearance—18th September
The 18th September is a date for your diary, as we’ll be joining forces with The Parks Trust once again to
help clear up the Old Farm Park frog pond. Wardens from The Parks Trust will be there leading the
volunteers in weeding, litter clearing and generally making the area a more beautiful place. If you want to
help, keep an eye on the next newsletter and our website for more information.

They were followed inside by the Fenny
Stompers Jazz Band who continued the
carols before the Walton High Jazz Band
put on an entertaining show. The
afternoon was concluded by a second set
from the Fenny Stompers, which had
young and old alike up and dancing.
A big thank you to all our stall holders,
who were there selling handcrafted and
seasonal items, from jewellery and bags
to beautiful hand painted shoes, and to Thames Valley Police, who were in attendance to offer home and
personal safety advice.
We are currently planning this year’s event. Keep an eye on
our website, Facebook and future newsletters to find out
more. If you would like to be involved in planning and
executing any of our community events then call the Council
office on 01908 694758 or email
clerk@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk
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WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

PLAY AREA REFURBISHMENT

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

Article courtesy of Lisa Emmanuel—Projects Officer

Article courtesy of Stuart Copeland, - Chair, Neighbourhood Plan Working Group

Parsley Close

The Draft Neighbourhood Plan was published for consultation for the residents of Walton
during February and March. We held a number of events where people could view the
large scale maps and speak to members of the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group. The
plan has been available online too and we are pleased with the response.

WCC’s programme of play area
refurbishment is continuing. Many of you
will have seen the new equipment at Parsley
Close and we hope you agree the
landscaping improvements make the area
feel much more welcoming. We aim to
continue improvements by involving
volunteers in a programme of planting along
with further shrub clearance and painting of
the pergolas – if you would like to get
involved contact me on
projects@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

In April the Group reviewed the responses and looked at what changes were needed within
the plan. We had some constraints about what could be changed, i.e. due to planning rules
and regulations. However, we tried to make sure we improved the plan and brought it even
closer to the needs of our community.
The publication of the draft plan was a major milestone for the Working Group. If you
remember, this is a group made up of residents, Walton councillors and some experts. The
residents and councillors are all volunteers and are doing this out of a commitment to the
area. I’d like to thank the whole team for their contribution so far.
So what happens next?

Simpson Drive
WCC have been working with Simpson & Ashland Parish Council to install a new neighbourhood play
facility in the linear park. Whilst this play area is outside of the Walton Parish area it is closely
situated to the residents at Walton Grange and is easily accessed from the north end of Caldecotte
Lake.

Month
May

Activity
Submit plan to MKC
MKC consultation period starts

June

MKC consultation

The new play area features large climbing frames, swings and rope bridges to challenge all ages and is
hoped to be under way by the time you are reading this article.

July

Examination of the Plan by a Planning Inspector

Trumpton and Studley Knapp Play Areas

August

Prepare for the referendum

Proposed designs have been shared with residents living around the above two play areas, we are full
steam ahead now for the installations to take place before summer and await the result of tenders
for the projects!

September

Walton Neighbourhood Plan Referendum

It will be nice to see both areas getting a “facelift” and we are sure the children will enjoy trying out
the new equipment in the coming months. Further landscaping around the Studley Knapp play area
will improve visibility of the site creating a safer environment for our young people to enjoy.

The work through the summer happens behind the scenes and you get another
opportunity to feedback on the plan in the MKC consultation period. The Examination is
the final hurdle and is to ensure that the plan is legally sound and therefore enforceable.

Lamb Lane

Once we have achieved a ‘pass’, then we hold a referendum for the people of Walton
which we hope will be in September to avoid the holiday period. We really need your
support and we will be trying really hard to encourage as many people as possible to vote.

We are pleased to announce the arrival of new football goals at Lamb Lane, following requests from
residents. The project was jointly funded by Cllr Alice Bramall from her ward based budget and by
WCC. The equipment is proving to be very popular and we are sure we will see many competitions
taking place by through the Summer with the Euro 2016 and the Olympics inspiring our young people
towards new adventures.
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WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

SPECIAL OPS VOUCHERS

If you need more vouchers please contact the Council office on 01908 694758. For more details of the
Special Ops sessions, and all our summer children’s activities, please see page 15.
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WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

SOUTHSIDE UNITED FC

MK SNAP

Article courtesy of Gary Singleton—Chair

Article courtesy of Maureen McColl—CEO, MK Snap

SOUTHSIDE UNITED FC: Your local grass roots football club in the Walton Parish.

Thanks to your enormous support, MK Snap is a winner!

As the season draws to an end we look forward to welcoming new players for the next season but any parents
considering which local club to join may ask a few key questions.

Our dream education and learning garden will become a reality thanks to your votes and the enormous
support from our local community.

Are all grassroots football clubs the same?

We are absolutely thrilled that we can now go ahead with this exciting project. This has all been made
possible by the huge support we have been given both within Milton Keynes and beyond. The Learners at
MK Snap can’t wait to sow the seeds and reap the benefits.

At Southside we don’t think so. The key to developing young footballers is the quality of coaching that they
receive. At Southside we now have eleven fully qualified FA level 2 coaches, more than any other local grass roots
team, and another six coaches will take their final level 2 assessment in May.
All of our level 2 coaches are volunteers, none of them get paid, so they do it for one reason, love of the game and
an opportunity to support the development of grass roots footballers.

Does the club have good links within the wider football community?
At Southside we have a strong links with the Berks and Bucks FA, who have awarded us the prestigious FA
Development Club status.
We also have good links with the MK Dons and several other professional football clubs. We are regularly
developing players to a standard where professional clubs have chosen them for their academies and pre-academy
squads. As an example, five of our under 14’s recently went on tour with the Dons to Holland and another two
U14’s represented the Eastern Region Talent Centre at Futsal in March, both pictured below.

We are so grateful to everybody who has supported us during this campaign.
During the two weeks of voting MK Snap’s centre in Walnut Tree was buzzing with excitement and
anticipation. Learners made posters, decorated the building and took part in filming. They even created
a special ‘Green Day’ event to celebrate their love of nature and the environment.
ITV’s The People’s Projects presented MK Snap with their Big Lottery cash prize of £49,452 to the cheers
of Learners on March 16.The result was later announced on ITV Anglia News.

Our under 7’s team recently played the Northampton U7 Academy, one of a number of regular challenges with the
professional clubs that we arrange across our age groups. These are great experience for our young players.

Will my child enjoy it?
Whilst developing young footballers and enjoying the success that brings is important, we never forget the fun
factor. There is no reason why players can’t develop, be successful and enjoy the experience as well. With this in
mind we look to make our training sessions inclusive and enjoyable and our squads are involved in regular
matches, summer tournaments and everyone gets invited to play a part in our end of season awards.
If Southside sounds like the club for you, and you’d like to find out more information, please e-mail us at
chairman@southsideunited.com or visit our website at www.southsideunited.com. For junior football (for players
aged 4-6) please call Matt Ogle on 07989 467850 and quote ‘Southside Juniors’.

Photo by Jane Russell Photography

Have a great spring from all at Southside!
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WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

WOBURN AND WAVENDON FC

REDWAY REFRESH—BEFORE AND AFTER

Article courtesy of Robert Hill—Vice Chair
As a direct result of feedback from
residents during our Neighbourhood
Plan surveys our Redway Refresh
program is well underway. Phase 1 is
concentrating on areas around our
schools and local centres.

Already preparing for next season
With the 2015/16 season still to reach its’ climax, and many Woburn & Wavendon FC teams
looking forward cup finals and tournaments, it’s still a time when the Club makes plans for next
season. Securing playing /training venues (including Wavendon Gate School, PowerLeague in
Walnut Tree and Wavendon Rec.) are already in place. We now concentrate on building new
teams at Under 7, and growing teams as they move up to 7, 9 or 11-a-side. This means it’s an
excellent time to get in touch with the Club if your son or daughter would like to think about
joining one of our teams. “We welcome players of all abilities into the Club, and concentrate on
maximising their footballing potential, participation and above all fun” commented Club
Chairman, Ian Doggett. As one of Milton Keynes’ largest and oldest youth football Clubs, WWFC is
happy to offer free taster sessions to potential new players looking to join one of nearly 30 club
teams. If you’d like to find out more, email Ian Doggett at iand@voxamplification.co.uk
The Walton Community Council sponsored U11 Lionesses girls team have been progressing well
representing the area. “It’s been a very busy campaign with league matches from September
through to the end of April” commented Graeme Williams, Team Manager. “The squad have
really developed this year, and the quality of the team’s play has reflected this, helping us to
achieve a current four match unbeaten run. The girls have made the most of a big home pitch at
Wavendon Gate School and are really looking forward to playing in some 6 tournaments through
May and July.”
There was more good news for the Club with the award of £10,000 as part of the Sport England
Small Grants Programme. The money has already part-funded the purchase of grass cutting and
aeration equipment, together with a trailer to transport the equipment between the Club’s six
playing locations. This is a highly significant award for the Club, allowing us to not only improve
the quality of our playing surfaces, but also to reduce our running costs” commented Club Vice
Chairman, Robert Hill. “In addition, every June/July the trailer will be used to transport goals from
our various playing locations to Woburn where both our boys tournament (now in its’ 33rd year)
and girls tournament (one of England’s largest) are held.” The tournaments are of vital
importance to the Club’s sustainability, and improving pitch quality at Woburn is significant in
reducing the risk of postponement due to adverse weather. “We anticipate that the net effect
will reduce any kind of match/training cancellations as well as allow us to divert more investment
into participation at all levels…. something that is key for both Woburn and Wavendon FC as well
as Sport England.”
If you want to find out more about our friendly and fun-filled club, then visit ww-fc.co.uk
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Footpath between Bergamot Gardens
and Walton High School, Walnut Tree.

Redway at the corner of Britten Grove
and Boyce Crescent, Old Farm Park,
revealing the previously obscured play
area.

Further landscaping, bollard painting
and erection of new signs is underway as
part of Phase 1 and Phase 2 is being
planned for later in the year.

Walton Matters

26

Striving to improve our community

WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MK DISABILITY AWARENESS DAY
Article courtesy of Katie James—MK Snap

MK Disability Day is an invitation to look beyond the disability and see the talents and abilities of everyone
with a disability. It features music, song and dance performances on stage, a sports for all focus, a craft
area, art exhibition and a great variety of stalls, refreshments and much more.
MK DAD proudly puts people with disabilities centre stage and invites everyone to join in the fun. The
event promotes 'what disabled people can do'.
Paralympian archery champion, Valarie Williamson, who opened the previous MK DAD event with Britain’s
youngest Paralympian fencing champion Gabi Down, and Paralympian footballer, Alistair Patrick-Heselton,
said: “It’s a fantastic event about breaking down barriers and having fun.”
We hope you will come along and join us on Saturday July 16 at Walnut Tree playing field and pavilion and
in the MK Snap centre from 2 pm.
For more details go to:www.mkdad.org
Twitter: @Dad_MK
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WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL NOTICES

YOUR COUNCIL – CONTACTS AND INFORMATION
COUNCILLORS – email: name.surname@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk (hyphenated names typed as one)

WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL OFFICE
10am—2:30pm
MONDAY—FRIDAY
MK SNAP, 20 BOURTON LOW, WALNUT TREE
01908 694758 / 07726 533705

Meets every Sunday at 10:30 at MK Snap
building, 20 Bourton Low, Walnut Tree

VENUE HIRE

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARDS

WAVENDON GATE PAVILLION

LOCATED AT 5 PLACES IN THE PARISH

Issacson Drive, Wavendon Gate
MK7 7RZ

WALNUT TREE LOCAL CENTRE

01908 584860

BRITTEN GROVE COMMUNITY CENTRE

HERONSBROOK MEETING PLACE

76 Holst Crescent, Old Farm Park

WAVENDON GATE PAVILLION

MK7 8QU 01908 375442

HERONSBROOK MEETING PLACE

BRITTEN GROVE TESCO EXPRESS

5 Wadesmill Lane, Walnut Tree

HEYBRIDGE CRESCENT

MK7 7ED 01908 684081

UPDATED WEEKLY WITH DETAILS OF

MK SNAP

EVENTS AND MEETINGS

MK7 7DE 01908 690330

ALLOTMENTS
WE HAVE ALLOTMENT PLOTS
AVAILABLE ON 3 OF OUR
TO ADVERTISE IN OUR NEWSLETTER,
DELIVERED 3 TIMES A YEAR TO 5000
HOMES, CONTACT THE OFFICE ON
01908 694758
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Mario Toto – Vice Chairman—Old Farm Park & Browns Wood

Tate Ballard—Walnut Tree and Walton

Joanna Bolton—Walnut Tree and Walton

Phil Chambers—Old Farm Park & Browns Wood

Adam Chapman—Wavendon Gate

Dawn Filby—Caldecotte

Simon Lorrimer-Roberts—Walnut Tree and Walton

David Newland—Old Farm Park & Browns Wood

Mandy Taylor—Walnut Tree and Walton

STAFF
Lesley Sung – Parish Manager

Dan Preston – Assistant Parish Manager

01908 694758 or 07726 533705

01908 694758 or 07726 591029

email: clerk@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

email: office@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

Sally King—Finance Officer

Lisa Emmanuel – Projects Officer

01908 694758

01908 694758 or 07946 317505

email: administration@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

email: projects@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

Henry Sunderland—Warden
07434 607559
email: warden@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

WARD COUNCILLORS
WAVENDON GATE, CALDECOTTE, OLD FARM PARK, BROWNS WOOD

WALNUT TREE, WALTONS

david.hopkins@milton-keynes.gov.uk

jenni.ferrans@milton-keynes.gov.uk

victoria.hopkins@miltonkeynes.gov.uk

vanessa.mcpake@milton-keynes.gov.uk

alice.bramall@milton-keynes.gov.uk

andrew.buckley@milton-keynes.gov.uk

COUNCIL MEETINGS – held monthly except August

20 Bourton Low, Walnut Tree

LOCAL BUSINESSES

Terry Reynolds - Chairman—Wavendon Gate

MEDIA

FULL COUNCIL:

1st Wednesday of the month

www.waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

OPERATIONS COMMITTEE:

2nd Tuesday of the month

www.facebook.com/wccmk

REGULATORY COMMITTEE:

3rd Tuesday of the month

www.twitter.com/wccmk

PROJECTS COMMITTEE:

4th Tuesday of the month

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN WORKING GROUP:

2nd Wednesday of the month

ALLOTMENT SITES.
CONTACT THE OFFICE ON
01908 694758 IF YOU ARE
INTERESTED
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