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INTRODUCTION
From
Lesley Sung
Council Manager
Welcome to our Spring Edition
of Walton Matters. The world
seems a very different place since
publication of our last newsletter.
We are all realising the extent
of climate change and now as I
write, we are in the middle of the
Covid19 pandemic! Unfortunately,
like many other organisations
and businesses we have had to
take the decision to close our
office to residents and suspend
any services which would require
residents to visit us. This has
meant suspending our office as a
recycling sack collection point and
suspending our public meetings
until a time when it is safe to reopen. Our Councillors and staff
are continuing to work on your
behalf and can still be contacted
using the normal channels of
communication.
At an emergency meeting of Full
Council on 24 March 2020, we
put in place a Business Continuity
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Plan and a scheme of delegated
authority to enable the Council to
function without the need for our
Councillors to physically meet on a
regular basis. To ensure openness
and transparency, all decisions
made under the agreed scheme
are published monthly on our
website.
2020 Events
We also took the decision to
cancel our Annual Parish Meeting.
You may have noticed that we
have closed the MUGA and car
park at Browns Wood Sports
Ground and placed closure
signs and barrier tape on play
equipment at Browns Wood
Sport Ground and the trim trail
equipment at Caldecotte Lake.
We will keep closures under
review and will follow government
guidance regarding the opening of
our facilities.
We have also had to take the sad
decision to cancel The Big Lunch
on 6 June 2020, the Summer Fayre
which had been scheduled for 20
June 2020 and this year’s ‘over

55s’ and family coach trips. We
have postponed the 11 July Youth
Music Concert until next year.
Very reluctantly, we have also had
to cancel our Easter play activities
and our summer activity program
is under review. We are so hoping
that social distancing will have
come to an end in time for our
Christmas Celebration, scheduled
to take place at the beginning of
December, and we look forward
to a time when we can all come
together and celebrate as a
community.
You can keep up to date on all our
future events and activities by
visiting our website and there are
regular announcements on our
Facebook page.
Helping the Community
I wanted to thank all those
very kind individuals who are
supporting those who are elderly
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and vulnerable within our parish
and the Council. Our Council is
grateful to those offering their
services but please remember
that your own health and safety is
paramount. Make sure that you
are always following volunteering
safety guidance. Community
Action MK and MK Community
Foundation have some helpful
tips and advice on how to do this.
Visit: communityactionmk.org or
mkcommunityfoundation.co.uk
To help our community, Walton
Community Council has launched
a new Facebook page. ‘Walton
Community – Covid19 Information
Hub’. It has been set up to
provide up to date information
about the national and very local
impact of Covid19. The page is
open for anyone to comment and
we hope that the page will help
to co-ordinate the efforts of small
community groups and individuals
who are most generously, willing
to help others during the Covid19
pandemic.
Walton Community Council is
supporting the MK Coronavirus
Community Support Group. The
Group is made up of volunteers
who can help those shielding
or self-isolating with everyday
activities such as shopping of
prescription collections. If you,
or you know of anyone who
needs a helping hand, then
contact our Council Manager
on 07726 533704 or manager@
waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk
who will help match you with a
volunteer in your area.

“To ensure openness and transparency, all decisions made
under the agreed scheme will be published on our website”
2020/21 Budget
In this edition of the newsletter,
you can read an article by our
Chairman, Councillor Mario Toto
on how the Council came to agree
its budget for 2020/2021.
Browns Wood
It’s also been an exciting time
for residents in Browns Wood
who will have seen the near
completion of works at Browns
Wood Sports Ground – just the
installation of a training grid,
some benches, storage and
some landscaping around the
newly built car park extension
and all will be finished. Dan, our
Assistant Council Manager has
produced a Browns Wood Sports
Ground feature in this newsletter
so that you can see all the great
facilities available and track the
improvements made to the area.
Go see for yourself when the
opportunity arises – the pump
track is great fun!
New Structure
From 2020/2021 civic year,
the Council will be introducing
a new Committee Structure.
Our Projects Committee will
be replaced by a Community
Engagement Committee and
a Strategic Initiatives Working
Group will be established which
will report direct to Full Council
– we believe this will help our
Council to be more strategic in its
thinking, giving greater focus on

the Council’s agreed priorities. To
ensure that the new structure is
fully supported, a new staffing
structure was introduced on 1
May 2020.
We have bid a very fond farewell
to our contracted Projects Support
Officer, Lisa Emmanuel and we
will have welcomed our new
Operations Officer, Lesley Davies.
Assistant Council Manager, Dan
Preston will be taking a new
and exciting role of Community
Engagement Officer.
Our Council sends their best
wishes to Lisa who has joined
West Bletchley Council as
Environmental Projects Officer.
Lisa has led on all the Council’s
major projects over the last few
years and has played a significant
role in helping the Council realise
its potential and vision. We all
wish her much success in her new
adventure.
Below - Lisa in her element,
engaging at the Autumn Fayre.
Bottom - Celebrating winning the
Mk Snap Quiz night in 2016

JOIN OUR NEW FACEBOOK GROUP

WALTON COMMUNITY
COVID-19 INFORMATION HUB

A Group to find and share up to date information on the Covid-19
situation in your area, and to help groups co-ordinate their response.

find us at Facebook.com/WCCMK
Striving to improve our community
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2020/21 COUNCIL STRUCTURE
Council Staff
COUNCIL
MANAGER

FINANCE
OFFICER (RFO)

ADMINISTRATION
ASSISTANT

OPERATIONS
OFFICER

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT
OFFICER

COMMUNITY
WARDEN

COMMUNITY
WARDEN

Committee Structure
FULL
COUNCIL
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Dear Residents
In these recent weeks, our focus
and attention has been on keeping
our essential services running and
supporting our community as best
we can during this very difficult
and unprecedented situation. It
is so encouraging to see from our
Residents such community spirit,
generosity and general sense of
caring for others at a time when
it really matters. Inevitably some
of our council and community
activities have had to be postponed
or cancelled. Please be assured that
during this time of lockdown we
have continued planning so that we
may restart as quickly as possible
once restrictions are lifted. It is
also a good time to reflect on the
many good things that have been
achieved over the past year due to
the diligent and dedicated efforts
of our Staff and Councillors and we
share the highlights of our work in
this Newsletter, that I hope you will
find of interest. The Council’s mission
rests on the three pillars comprising:
services for Residents, looking after
our environment and maintaining
good governance and financial
control.
In the coming year we want to work
on improving the sense of community
and wellbeing in our parish. We
approach this by refocusing our
resources, thus creating a dedicated
role of Community Engagement
Officer, acting for a new Community

Engagement Committee. We have
allocated more funds to services
and activities to promote health and
wellbeing for all age groups, ranging
from the intensely sporting activities
for our young people to the more
relaxed social activities for those of
us who want to take it easier. More
funding of our Youth Involvement
initiative is also in place to promote
better engagement with older youth
age groups.
Our attractive environment plays a
large part in our wellbeing and we
continue to maintain it as best we
can through various means. We shall
continue to locally fund the additional
landscaping services to prevent the
reduction of service resultant from
the budget challenges of MK Council.
Other direct interventions such as the
wholesale clearance of overgrown
scrubs in some key spots of amenity
land provide the multiple benefits of
making the area look more attractive,
easier to maintain and safer to walk
through, by opening up sight lines.
We also thank the efforts of our
Parish Guardian volunteer group
for their unrelenting litter picking
activities.
The acquisition of a community
building remains in our strategy,

since this would open up many
opportunities to support our services
to community groups and act as
a focal point for events. Walnut
Tree Pavilion and Sports Ground
features in our budget because we
are in discussion with MK Council
regarding a potential transfer of
ownership to WCC. More news on
this will follow in the coming months.
The ongoing management of our
environment, such as landscaping,
physical asset maintenance, play area
refurbishments, service contracts
together with the management
of new projects such as acquiring
buildings and other smaller projects
necessitated the creation of the
new dedicated role of Operations
Officer. However, the planned
increase in salary cost is mainly offset
by the removal of contract project
management fees. I am sure that it
is welcome news to all that the WCC
precept part of our council tax bill for
this year remained unchanged.
We look forward to a future made
better by the gains of our collective
experiences and in the meantime, be
safe, be kind, be well.
Mario Toto
Chairman Walton Community Council

“I am sure that it is welcome news to all
that the WCC precept part of our council tax
bill for this year will remain unchanged.”

NEW STAFF

STRATEGIC
INITIATIVES
WORKING GROUP

REGULATORY
COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE

From
Lesley Davies
Operations Officer

OPERATIONS
COMMITTEE

COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT
COMMITTEE
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I have been a resident of the
parish for the past 18 years. I
live with my husband Ian and
you will often spot me walking
my dog Jasper around Walnut
Tree. My professional career
has been in management within
the distribution and sportswear
industries. I have a keen

Striving to improve our community

interest in my local community,
volunteering to become a WCC
Parish Guardian, which I have
been a part of for the past three
years. Shortly afterwards I joined
the Council Events Working Group
and have since been involved
with the set-up of several annual
events. This is a dream role for
me, as I am really looking forward
to working with the residents
in striving to improve our
community.
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BUDGET 2020/2021
INCOME

EVENTS

Precept
Subsidy
Advertising in newsletter
Caldecotte Xperience
3rd Age Coach Trips
Family Coach Trip
Summer Fayre
Xmas Celebration
Browns Wood - sports field hire
Walnut Tree - sport field hire
MUGA hire
Bank Interest Received
Grant Income - Ward Councillor
Allotments
Walnut Tree Pavilion income
Matched funding

REG
REG
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
OPS
OPS
OPS
REG
REG
OPS
OPS

CE

Family Coach Trip
Third Age Summer Coach Trip
Christmas Coach Trip
Summer Fayre
Bands in the Park
Christmas Celebration
Open-air cinema
VE Day
The Big Lunch

Events
FIXED ASSETS

Insurances
Memberships/Subs
Salaries / Pensions
Salaries Contingency
Office Rent
Other Room hire
Staff Clothing & PPE
Staff training
Councillor training
Professional fees
Travel expenses - staff
Travel expenses - councillors
Financial /Booking system software
Sage Support

REG
REG
HR
HR
OPS
OPS
OPS
HR
FC
REG
REG
REG
REG
OPS

Office Costs (1)
Office Costs (2)

Telephones & Broadband
Total Office Costs (2)

OPS
OPS
OPS

Office Costs (2)

REG
REG
REG
FC
FC

Total Governance

Play Areas Refurbishment
Sullivan Crescent
Lamb Lane
Gatewick Lane

OPS
OPS
OPS
OPS

£10,000
£5,000
£5,000

Strategic Landscaping
Lamb Lane

OPS
OPS

£5,000
£10,000

OPS

£81,000

Total Operations
OPS

Total Facilities Management
£7,000

£7,000

£7,500
£2,700
£30,000
£1,500
£1,500

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

ALLOTMENTS

Community Engagement
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CE

£46,500

OPS

£0

OPS

£57,000

Allotments

OPS
OPS
OPS
OPS
OPS

£6,000

Total Allotments

OPS

£6,000
Budget
2020/21

CE
£1,500
£1,000
£6,000
£8,000
£15,000
£10,000
£5,000

£0
£300
£20,700
£16,000
£20,000

OPS

Utilities
Landscaping
Repairs & Maintenance
Other

£43,200

CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE

OPS
OPS
OPS
OPS
OPS

Y
L
T
N
E
R
R
D
U
E
C
S
O
CL

Committee

Committee
Community Engagement (General)
Parish Guardians
Newsletter
Youth Project
Summer & Easter activities
Youth Involvement
Third Age Services

£8,300

£7,500
£2,000
£2,500
£4,000
£10,000
£17,500
£2,500

Browns Wood Sports Ground Maintenance
Browns Wood Utilities
Walnut Tree Sports Ground Maintenance
Walnut Tree Pavilion Operational Costs
Walnut Tree Pavilion refurbishment
Outdoor Eqpt Repairs & Maintenance (Trim
trail & Browns Wood)

GOVERNANCE
Councillor's Allowances
Audit
Grants/S137
Annual Parish Meeting
Residents' Survey

OPS

OPS
OPS
OPS
OPS
OPS
OPS
OPS

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT

OPS

£5,000
£1,750
£1,550

Committee

OPS

Printing & Photocopying Costs

OPS
OPS
OPS

OPS

£214,612

OPS
OPS
OPS
OPS
OPS

£16,600

Dog bins/cleaning
Landscaping Contingency
Neighbourhood Services
Conservation Volunteers Program
Security contract (MUGA & car park)
Environmental topping-up services
Hindhead Knoll

Committee
General Expenses
Bank & payment charges
Mobiles
Office Stationery
IT Support

CE

Committee

OPERATIONS
£3,100
£2,300
£153,000
£7,000
£26,112
£2,000
£600
£4,000
£1,000
£5,600
£500
£100
£7,500
£1,800

£750
£850
£800
£5,000
£1,500
£4,100
£2,000
£1,000
£600

OPS

Equipment Purchase
Maintenance & Running Costs (Van & Tools)
Repairs and renewals

£442,398
Committee

CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
CE
Committee

Total Fixed Assets

Total Income
EXPENDITURE
Office Costs (1)

£417,900
£7,808
£300
£2,500
£800
£400
£400
£90
£3,900
£4,000
£500
£1,000
£0
£2,800

Expenditure

£480,212

www.waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk
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COMMUNITY GRANTS

COMMUNITY GRANTS

Are you a charity, voluntary or community organisation
that works with or provides a service to the residents of the
Walton parish area? Do you need funding to help with a
start up, a project or maybe you need to plug a shortfall?

Contact Walton Community Council and see
if your organisation is eligible for a grant.
Walton Community Council allocates a sum of money each
financial year to be awarded as grants to eligible groups who can
demonstrate that any funding would benefit our community.
Walton Community Council would welcome and encourage small grant
applications from local community groups and volunteers who are helping
to support the most vulnerable resident in our parish during the Covid19
outbreak. To discuss your application, contact our Council Manager on
07726 533705 or Manager@waltonccommunitycouncil.gov.uk.
Groups that have been previously awarded grants include:
Tread the Boards - Pulse Youth Cafe - Browns Wood Neighbourhood Watch
Wavendon Gate Pavilion - Old Farm Park Brownies - MK Snap - Walton (MK) FC
The Friendly Neighbourhood Club
Wavendon Gate Primary School - St Mary’s Church
Friends of Heronsgate School - Milton Keynes Rowing Club - Puddleducks Pre School - YMCA

Double bed with end & under-bed storage

Arm-chair with easy-clean faux leather finish

Walton Community Council
awarded a grant to Milton
Keynes YMCA to fully
furnish a bedroom in their
new, bespoke building.
This independent, local
youth service opened their
exciting new campus in the
centre of Milton Keynes in
March 2020.
The new campus has
199 rooms, 53 more
than previously. This
ambitious project will
allow the organisation
to revolutionise the
way it works, creating a
positive environment with
a particular emphasis
on employment. The
organisation provides

accommodation and
support to young people
aged 18-35 who are either
already homeless or at risk
of homelessness.
Each resident will stay
for an average of three
years, during which they
will follow a pathway
of support, leaving as a
confident, independent
young adult with a home, a
job and the skills to sustain
both.
Residents moved into the
new building in mid-March
and are absolutely thankful
and delighted with the new
accommodation, pictured.
“Our new campus will
enable us to provide local

young people with a safe
and affordable place to call
home,’’ said Simon Green,
CEO of YMCA Milton
Keynes.
“Our accommodation,
alongside our dedicated
support services will
help ensure the most
disadvantaged in our
community have access
to the right support,
training and employment
opportunities to help them
reach their full potential,”
he added.

Furnished Stage 2 Room
on our new campus

Sturdy desk with softclose drawers & poof seat

Robust wardrobe with
shelf & large storage
drawer

The new building includes
social enterprises including
an exciting independent
café, HomeGround, and
a five room conference
centre.
The campus also offers
affordable accommodation
types: a studio and onebedroom flats which are
available for rent. Anyone
interested should contact
Elevation Lettings at
www.onthemarket.com/
details/8304690

“Our new campus will enable us to provide local
young people with a safe and affordable place to
call home’’

Applying is easy - Just visit our website, click on the ‘Council’ tab, then on ‘Finance’ and download the simple one
page application form, or contact our Council Manager at clerk@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

In the 2019-2020 financial year we awarded grants to The Milton Keynes Rowing Club, who
received £2085 towards the cost of a pontoon for the club’s annual regatta, £2,500 to the
YMCA towards the furnishing of a room in the new CMK YMCA building, which will provide for
a safe space for a young person. (see opposite for more information) and the 1st Old Farm Park
Brownies, who were awarded £1000 towards a visit and sleepover at RAF Cosford Museum.
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En-suite shower room
with hand basin & toilet
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YOUTH INVOLVEMENT
As a Community Council
we are always looking for
ways to better engage with
groups in our area, and we
have felt that the youth of
the parish were always one
of those groups that have
been hardest to reach. We
feel that if we are going to
provide services and events
for the young people of
Walton, then we need to
find out from those young
people what they want us
to do, rather than impose
our ideas on them. With
that in mind in January and
February we held an online

What facili*es do you know about?

youth survey.
We were delighted to
receive 460 responses
to the survey, with over
half of them coming from
young people living in the
Walton Parish, the rest
from surrounding estates.
We asked them about their
knowledge and use of the
facilities already available
to them, what they liked
about living in the area,
what could be improved
about living here and what
sort of services or events
they wanted to see.
We are still collating all

the results, but it’s clear
from initial reading that
the parks and green spaces
are very important to the
respondents, and we will
be formulating our future
plans for activities and
events based on this data.
Those who filled in the
survey also had a chance
to win a £20 Amazon gift
voucher. The winners have
been drawn and contacted

What ac'vi'es do you want to see available in your
area?
4%

3%

8%

Clubs / Workshops
29%

Leisure
Sports

8%

Organised events
Fitness / Dance
Miscellaneous

10%

Music
Shopping

17%
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21%
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Power League
Sailing Club
Rowing Club
C Xp
Summer Play
Easter Play
Pulse Youth Café
Outdoor Gym
Pump Track
MUGA
0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

70.00%

80.00%
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What facili*es do you use?
Power League
Sailing Club
Rowing Club
C Xp
Summer Play
Easter Play
Pulse Youth Café
Outdoor Gym
Pump Track
MUGA
0.00%

5.00%

10.00%

15.00%

20.00%

25.00%

30.00%

35.00%

40.00%

45.00%

YOUTH INVOLVEMENT WORKING GROUP
Hello! My Name is Grace, I’m 18
years old, a business and media
student at Walton High Post 16
and I’m a member of the Walton
Community Council Youth Working
Group. I’ve been on the group
since October 2019. In December
last year the Group decided to
organize a youth music festival
for July this year! It’s an amazing
group and project to be a part of!

What is Walton Fest?
Walton Fest is a local youth music
festival that was set to be on the
evening of Saturday July 11th
at Hindhead Knoll. It was going
to feature local solo artists and
bands, food and drink vendors and
a graffiti mural wall being painted
on the evening. Sadly, we have had
to postpone the event until 2021
and will publish a new date ASAP.

What is the Walton Community
Council Youth Involvement
Working Group?
The Walton Community Council
Youth Involvement Working Group
is a group that seeks to engage
young people with the Community
Council in order to provide
opportunities and create new
projects to engage young people
with their local community.

What else do you guys do?
We’ve also been running a youth
survey to identify what the parish’s
young people are asking for in
their community. You may have
seen our advert on Instagram or
Facebook. We received over 450

Striving to improve our community

“It’s an amazing group to be a
part of!”

responses and putting together
the results at the moment. We’re
looking forward to initiating new
projects from this data soon!
We’re also now on Instagram and
are aiming to better interact with
young people and give updates in
the parish. Follow us at @WCCMK
How can I find out more?
There are currently 3 young
people on the Group, working with
Councillors and staff, but we’re
always looking for new members!
We meet once a month and a
Wednesday evening. 6:30 – 8pm
at MK SNAP. Contact us at office@
waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk
Facebook: Walton Community
Council
Instagram: WCCMK
Website:
waltoncommunitycouncil.co.uk
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BROWNS WOOD SPORTS GROUND
February 2020 saw the finish
of the major works at Browns
Wood Sports Ground, with the
completion of the new 54 space
car park, which we hope will go
a long way to solving the parking
problems at the site. The car
park is due to be fully completed
with the installation of electric
car charging points and a public
defibrillator over the next few
weeks, and the landscape beds are
being prepared for seeding and
having a feature tree planted.
Nine bird and bat boxes are due
to be fitted in the woodland area
next to the car park, as a part of
the planning conditions applied to
the car park build.
In January 2020 we had the Multi
Use Games Area (MUGA) built.
This all-purpose sports facility can
be used for all sorts of activities,
with markings on the artificial
turf for 5 a side football, tennis,
basketball and netball. Final
touches are due to be installed
soon with a secure site store
going into house tennis and
netball equipment, and four team
benches being installed next to the
MUGA. We have been delighted
with the popularity of the MUGA,
which has become a go to place
for local kids after school.
The MUGA is currently closed, but
is normally open, along with the
car park, from 8am until 9pm, 7
days a week, and is free for anyone

12

to use. It’s also available for hire if
you want to have exclusive use, for
£10 per hour. If you are interested
in hiring the MUGA please call the
office on 01908 694758.
The topsoil that was removed for
the building of the MUGA and
the car park was used to create a
new raised area next to the MUGA
and the new bunding along the
eastern edge of the field next to
the pump track. The bunding has
been seeded with wildflowers and
has had new trees planted along
it, and the raised area is due to be
turned into a multi-sports training
grid when the conditions allow.
These new facilities joined the
more established parts of Browns
Wood Sports Ground, the Winnie
the Pooh play area, completed
early last year, the Pump Track, for
bikes, scooters and skateboards
and the outdoor gym equipment.
The area that encompasses the
outdoor gym has been completed
with a raised sleeper wall and
new fencing along the southern
boundary.
The transformation of Browns
Wood Sports Ground has been a
big project that the Council have
been working on since before
taking ownership in 2016 and,
though it sadly didn’t include the
community pavilion, we hope that
the residents of Walton are as
pleased with the final results as we
at the Council are.

Pictures Clockwise from top left of
opposite page - The Outdoor
Gym with new retaining wall,
the Pump Track, the MUGA,
the Play Area, The new Car
Park and the new Bunding next
to the Pump Track

www.waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk
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2019 EVENTS
as night fell and the first
notes of ‘The Greatest
Showman’ boomed. It
was brilliant to see so
many people out, and
the sound of the crowd
singing along was a great
community moment for
us at the Council who
organize these events for
our residents.

2019 was our biggest
year ever for community
events, with our Summer
Fayre, a full summer of
three other events at
Hindhead Knoll, three
coach trips and our
Christmas Celebration in
December.
Summer Fayre
We kicked off the
summer with our
Summer Fayre, held over
the summer solstice
weekend in June. After a
more than disappointing
period of weather in the
run up to the event we
were delighted to be
greeted by blue skies and

sunshine as the Fayre
kicked off.
The Black Diamond
Majorettes started the
day with an energetic
performance, which
got the crowds moving,
before the entertainment
continued with the
Woburn Sands Band’s
Quintet of Six playing to
a crowd seeking shelter
under the parasols,
thankfully from the
summer sun! The kids
were kept amused by
Captain Fantastic, who
had them dancing and
singing in good style!
A wide range of stalls
were present, all of

them local traders, along
with the ever popular
bouncy castle. We were
delighted that, again, the
community came out in
force to support our main
summer event.
MIlton Keynes Brass
Next up, in July was the
first of our ‘Events on the
Knoll’, with a lazy Sunday
afternoon concert from
Milton Keynes Brass.
Again, we were smiled on
by the weather and those
who came out with their
deck chairs and picnics
were well entertained.
Cinema Night
Maybe the highlight of
the summer followed
in August, with our first
ever open air cinema
night. Hindhead Knoll
was packed with families

The Woburn Sand Band
We rounded off the
summer with a rousing
afternoon of film music,
brought to us by The
Woburn Sands Band. It
was a joyful couple of
hours of theme tunes
and popular songs from
movies of the past 70
years. Over 100 people
came along, which was
a great turnout for our
summer swan song.
Coach Trip - Kew Gardens
As great as Walton Parish
is, it’s sometimes nice
to get away, and we
gave our residents the
chance to do just that
with our coach trips.
In June we went to the
Royal Botanical Gardens
at Kew, which was, by
all accounts, absolutely
fantastic, with the newly
refurbished Temperate
House and the amazing
glass sculptures of Artist
Dale Chihuly.

trip to Great Yarmouth.
At least it wasn’t flooded,
as had happened in
2017, and the trippers
made the best of the
conditions, as ever.
Coach Trips - Worcester
For our last trip of the
year in late November we
headed to the Victorian
Christmas Street Market
in Worcester. The market
covered much of the city
centre and was packed
with things to see, do
and, most importantly,
eat, drink and buy. Our
over 55’s enjoyed the
carol service inside
Worcester Cathedral and
the procession through
the city.
Christmas Celebration
Come December and it
was time once again for
the Christmas Celebration
event. We had bubbly
and mince pies in the
Venue, as Santa made
his way around the
children handing out
presents. People picked
up Christmas gifts from
the stalls and children
were amazed and
bamboozled as Magic
George did his close up
magic tricks. As darkness

fell we moved out on to
Hindhead Knoll for the
lighting of our Christmas
lights and carols, led by
Matt and Alise from St
Mary’s in Wavendon and
beautifully backed up
by members of Milton
Keynes Brass.
We want to thank our
residents for consistently
supporting our events
program and hope to
bring you more events
as the situation with the
Coronavirus epidemic
calms down.

Coach Trips - Great
Yarmouth
In July we tried, and sadly
failed, to bring some
sunshine on our family

“It was brilliant to see so many people out, and
the sound of the crowd singing along was a great
community moment”
14
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Summer Fayre photos © Steve Moorhouse 2019
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MK SNAP
Learning disability charity, MK
SNAP has been awarded the
Queen’s Award for Voluntary
Service.
This award is the highest honour
that can be bestowed by the
Queen to a charity or voluntary
group and is the equivalent of an
MBE.
MK SNAP’s CEO, Angela Novell
said: “The Queen’s Award for
Voluntary Service is an incredible
recognition of our volunteers and
their dedication to transforming
the lives of people with learning
disabilities.”
Helen Whalley, who nominated
MK SNAP, after the support her
brother Matthew Fegan, has
received at MK SNAP said: “I’m
really happy to hear this amazing
news.”
MK SNAP started almost threedecades ago. Parents, whose

children had nowhere to attend
after special school, started the
learning and skill-building charity
in Kiln Farm with the support
of Milton Keynes Community
Foundation. Today over 140
people with learning and physical
disabilities attend MK SNAP.
Peter Wilson, a former charity
Trustee, who dedicated his time,
expertise and financial support to
the charity with his wife, Jane, said
they are “thrilled and delighted”,
MK SNAP has been honoured with

the award in recognition of the
volunteers behind MK SNAP.
Mr Wilson added: “It’s a great
honour that has been awarded
for the outstanding work and
commitment of the unstinting
work by the trustees, team and
volunteers whose expertise and
commitment ensure the future
of the charity and it’s very special
clients. Congratulations to all at
MK SNAP.”
Every day volunteers play a vital
role in enabling people with
learning and physical disabilities
to take part in the skill-building
sessions at MK SNAP and gain
valuable skills and confidence to
live a rich, purposeful and happy
life.

NOTICE

D
E
L
L
E
C
N
A
C
D
E
L
L
E
C
N
A
C
D
E
L
L
E
C
N
A
C

WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
OFFICES ARE CLOSED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE

YOU CAN STILL REACH US BY EMAIL OR BY MOBILE
COUNCIL MANAGER - 07726 533705 / MANAGER@WALTONCOMMUNITYCOUNCIL.GOV.UK
ASSISTANT COUNCIL MANAGER - 07726 591029 / OFFICE@WALTONCOMMUNITYCOUNCIL.GOV.UK
FINANCE OFFICER - FINANCE@WALTONCOMMUNITYCOUNCIL.GOV.UK
OPERATIONS OFFICER - 07726 286123 / OPERATIONS@WALTONCOMMUNITYCOUNCIL.GOV.UK
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FROM THE WARDS
From Cllr. David Hopkins,
Cllr. Victoria Hopkins & Cllr.
Alice Jenkins representing
Danesborough & Walton at MK
Council
David.hopkins@milton-keynes.
gov.uk
After three months of lockdown
it is perhaps a good time to look
back and reflect on how rapidly
and effectively Milton Keynes
Council has moved to enable many
of its services and functions to be
delivered virtually.
At our core is local democracy
with elected members taking
decisions with the support and
advice of officers. MK Council now
has a robust and secure system in
place for it to video conference its
committee meetings with residents
able to watch the proceedings
online and the installation of our
new Mayor on 20 May was a well
viewed example of this brave new
world.
The council now has free online
children’s recycling resources,
tailored for at home teaching
during the coronavirus outbreak.
Visit the dedicated children’s
resource web page for more
information at
www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/wasterecycling/other-waste-services/
schools-recycling-information
The council’s social media, email
alerts and website have kept
residents up-to-date and informed.
The web link below takes you
to where your MK Council is
signposting the latest coronavirus
information and advice, as well as
the support you can get from the
council and elsewhere
www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/yourcouncil-and-elections/coronavirussupport-and-information
We’ve all become quickly
accustomed to social distancing
measures in our shops and
supermarkets. This is something I
think we will be seeing more and
more of in other public spaces as
we continue to try and control the
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virus.
Please continue to stay safe and
keep well.
The planned Oxford – MKCambridge Motorway /
Expressway
The government announced in
its budget statement (11 March
2020) that it is now pausing further
development of the (Expressway)
scheme while we undertake
further work on other potential
road projects that could support
the Government’s ambition for
the Oxford-Cambridge Arc. Whilst
potentially good news it still falls
short of the outright cancellation
of the scheme many have been
campaigning for – so the battle
continues until we get that
definitive removal of the scheme
that would have so adversely
impacted our local environment.
Caldecotte Residents Only parking
scheme
Now we are several months into
the residents parking scheme we
want to learn from you just how
the scheme is going, day to day. If
you live on the streets not in the
scheme are you now experiencing
problems with business park
employees parking in your area?
Is the Tilbrook (Red Bull campus)
impacting parking on Caldecotte?
Let me know (contact details
below).
20’s Plenty campaign
We have successfully campaigned
for and have installed 20 MPH
zones across the ward. Would your
street benefit form a reduced speed
limit? Let us know and we can work
together to add your area to the
programme.
Caldecotte South - Warehouse
development proposals
The budget (11 March) includes £95
million which essentially provides

the new bridge over the M1 which
makes the development of east
MK (Moulsoe area etc) feasible.
The inspector of Plan:MK required
the council to bring forward the
East of MK for development rather
than holding it in reserve. So many
now think the council will get on
with the development to the east
- as they now have the money and of course the eastern side is
right next to the motorway where
warehouse operators actually want
to see logistics facilities located – so
the Caldecotte South developer
(Hampton Brook’s) dreams of
57 hectares of industry in Bow
Brickhill are becoming increasingly
problematic for them!
MK2050
Today the Borough of Milton
Keynes has a population of 315,000
people and 130,000 homes. The
MK Council plans that this increases
to 500,000 people in 216,000
homes by 2050. What do you
think? The plan includes what it
describes as a new Metropolitan
Milton Keynes expanding massively
into Aylesbury Vale to the west
and Central Bedfordshire to the
east. The councils in those areas
are not at all happy at MK council’s
presumptions - which they have not
agreed to! Has MK reached its limit
in terms of sustainability or can
it cope with that level of ongoing
development? That would mean
building an average of 2800 new
homes every year for 30 years – the
best we have done in recent year
in 1750 per year. How does MK
achieve those higher growth levels
consistently for the next 30 years?
East West Rail
Firstly, it appears that the reports
from Rail Future that Brickhill Street
was to be permanently closed at
the Bow Brickhill station crossing
seem to have been ill informed and

“Has MK reached its limit in terms of sustainability or can it
cope with that level of ongoing development?”
www.waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

Network Rail confirm there are no
such plans.
With regards the plans for the
service, the first direct rail link
in more than 50 years between
Oxford, Bedford, Milton Keynes and
Aylesbury has been given the green
light for further work.
In early February the Secretary

of State for Transport approved
Network Rail’s Transport and Works
Act Order application, granting
permission for work to begin on the
next phase of East West Rail.
Once complete, phase 2 of
East West Rail would connect
communities and businesses
between Oxford and Bedford, and

Milton Keynes and Aylesbury, with:
•Two trains per hour each way
between Oxford and Milton Keynes
•One train per hour each way
between Oxford and Bedford
•One train per hour each way
between Milton Keynes and
Aylesbury

From Cllr. Jenni Ferrans, Cllr.
Vanessa McPake & Cllr. Leo
Montague representing Monskton
Ward at MK Council.
This is a message from your
Liberal Democrat Councillors for
Monkston ward, which covers
Walnut Tree, Walton Grange,
Walton Hall and Walton Park.
We send out regular Focus
newsletters to residents in our
ward. During the coronavirus we
are sending out our newsletters
by email. If you would like to be
included do let us know (contact
details at end of article). Here are
some of the recent issues we have
included in our newsletters:
Electric Vehicle Charging Trial
If you live in MK and drive an
electric vehicle you can now apply
to trial domestic smart chargers,
vehicle to grid (V2G) chargers and
home battery storage, with the
option to keep the equipment at
the end of the project.
www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/
pressreleases and look for EV
Charging.
More Council Services Resume
Many services that Milton Keynes
Council had stopped will be
starting to resume over the next
few weeks as staff numbers rise
and precautions are put in place.
Work will be slower than usual
because of staff in isolation, and
the precautions, and some services
can’t be restarted yet, so please
keep an eye on the MK Council’s

Striving to improve our community

Vanessa & Jenni volunteer each week at the MK Food Bank Extra. This is a citywide service which provides food parcels to those affected by the virus or unable
to buy food. It relies on food donations from the public. Go to mkfoodbank.org.
uk/ for information.

web site and thanks for your
patience.
Burglar Alert!
There’s been a surge of thefts from
sheds and garages in MK recently,
so please make sure your shed is
secure. There’s detailed advice on
the Police website here
www.thamesvalley.police.uk/cp/
crime-prevention/non-residentialburglary/secure-shed-garage
Waste Tips and Recycling Centres
Open by Appointment
Now that the waste tips are open,
remember, if you would like
to take your rubbish or garden
waste to one, you now have to
ring 01908 252811 to book an

appointment. Bleak Hall slots fill
up quickly. The delays are shorter
at the other sites. New Bradwell
is open 7am-7pm, and the others
8am-6pm. See the Council website
for the new rules.
If you would like to contact us then
email:
monkstonfocus@mklibdems.co.uk
Or you can ring us on:
Jenni Ferrans
07775 926993
Vanessa McPake
01908 373418
Leo Montague
07950 533 960

19

Walton Matters

Walton Community Council

PLAY AREAS

LOCAL LANDSCAPING

Walton Community Council are
continuing to invest in our local
play areas and, having delivered 2
large projects at Wavendon Gate
Pavilion and Browns Wood Sports
Ground in the last couple of years
focus has shifted to what we can
do at the smaller local play areas
around the parish.
With that in mind work has been
done to improve three play areas
in the last year, with another one
due to be done in 2020.
The play area behind Walnut Tree
Pavilion has seen the removal of
the rotten Ascot Railing around
the play area, repainting of the
swing frames and the installation
of a new see-saw, along with a
removal of the self set trees and
scrub hedges next to the play area
to open up the area and improve
sight-lines.
At Tansman Lane play area in Old
Farm Park we had the overgrown
landscaping surrounding the play

area removed and installed 2 flat
swings and 2 cradle swings on the
grass with grass matting beneath
each swing.
Finally at the Dinosaur Park on
the corner of Walton Road and
Walton Road in Caldecotte, the
Ascot Railing was removed, the
dinosaur bones and other parts
were painted and new swings were
installed along with some general
landscape tidy ups to improve the
look of the area.
This year, following consultation
with local residents, we are going
to be refurbishing the play area
on Sullivan Crescent in Browns
Wood. The final specification of
the works is dependent on the
success of a matched funding
bid to Milton Keynes Council’s
Community Infrastructure Fund,
which would allow us to double
the available budget for the works
and obviously commission a more
comprehensive refurbishment.

In the meantime our Community
Wardens have been carrying out
landscaping work at the play area,
cutting back the shrubs in advance
of the works.
Our Community Wardens also
carry out regular inspections
of the play areas to ensure
that they are remaining safe
and usable. The inspections
include all equipment and safety
surfaces and are in addition to
the safety checks carried out by
Milton Keynes Council. After the
inspections all the small repairs
and environmental works are
completed by our Community
Wardens, with all other issues
reported to Milton Keynes Council
for fixing.

“Our Community Wardens also carry out regular inspections of the
play areas to ensure that they are remaining safe and usable”
20
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Tree Replacement
In 2018 the Council
undertook a program of
tree planting to replace
trees that had been lost
or damaged over the
year, with the intent to
reinstate the tree lined
routes along the main
thoroughfares in the
Parish. As you may still
remember from the dim
and distant past, 2018
was an unusually hot
and dry summer and,
despite regular watering,
31 of the planted trees
failed in the first year.
Last year the Council
decided to replant those
failed trees and early in
2020 all 31 failed trees
were replaced. We will
monitor the new trees
and hopefully they will
fair better than their
predecessors.
Hindhead Knoll
Following all the
improvement works
over the last 3 years
we have continued
with maintenance of
Hindhead Knoll, including
edging the central path
and weed removal, to

keep this area in good
condition for events and
everyday use.
Walnut Tree Playing
Fields
The results of one of the
larger more noticeable
of the recent landscaping
projects can be seen
next to the play area
behind Walnut Tree
Pavilion, where we had
the small self set trees
and shrubs removed in
the woodland area. All
the shrubs around the
play area were cut back
and the shrub beds
adjacent to the pathways

Striving to improve our community

were removed. This has
opened up the space
and resulted in a much
lighter area with better
sightlines.
Snail Park
The Snail Park area
at the top of Parsley
Close has been given
some attention, with
the trees around the
‘compass’ being crown
lifted. Further works
are planned to continue
to improve this area,
including the removal
of the Ascot railing,
removing the ivy on
the trees, grinding out

tree stumps and roots
to prepare for planting,
mulching the area with
bark chippings, planting
around the central
tree and painting the
compass points with
anti-slip paint. We hope
all of these works can
be done in 2020. Nearby
the Snail Park we have
also removed scrub and
shrubs from around the
Walton Road play area.
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PARISH GUARDIANS

Our ever-willing group of
community volunteers,
the Parish Guardians
continue to work hard
out on the streets,
cleaning up the things
that the everyday folk
leave behind.
We held four clean up
events in the last year,
with a couple more
cancelled due to the

vagaries of the British
weather. At group events
our focus has been on the
areas that need cleaning
most often, such as
around Hindhead Knoll
and the Old Farm Park
local centre, where the
car park is always a rich
source of rubbish.
More importantly, our
small army is out in the

ENVIRONMENTAL

streets every day, picking
litter and helping to keep
our community looking as
best it can.
If you want to help keep
the street clean, or if
you have an idea for an
environmental project
near where you live,
we can help. We can
loan you litter picking
equipment or help you

with other equipment
or permissions for other
types of work. Send us an
email to find out more.
At the time of writing we
do not have any events or
meetings planned for the
Parish Guardians. We will
review our plans after the
worst of the Coronavirus
epidemic has passed.
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tree bench at Hindemith
gardens were repaired
early in 2019, whilst at
Caldecotte Lane larger
works took place with
a prune to raise the
crown of a willow tree
and the coppicing of a
large willow that was
dangerously leaning over
the pond. At Mahler
Close, following earlier
works to remove parts
of the rotten wooden
platform around the
pond and repair the
dipping platform, further
environmental cutting
back was carried out,
along with weed killing
on the surrounding path.
Later on in the year,

when the weather turned
cold, The Conservation
Volunteers continued
with their annual pond
clearing works on all
three of the ponds,
removing reeds to create
open water and clearing
rubbish to allow the
wildlife to thrive. This

work can only be carried
out once a year and only
ever to one third of the
pond area to avoid too
much environmental
disturbance, and will
continue in late 2020.

www.waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

Tuesdays and Fridays, and though
our contractor is continuing to
provide the service during the
current Covid-19 restrictions,
please bear with us if any bins are
not up to scratch. Let us know and
we will do our best to get them
sorted out. As always, a reminder
that you can also put your bagged
dog poo into the general waste
section of any litter bin.
Talking of litter bins, we are
currently waiting on delivery of
two new bins. One will double
the bin capacity at the Hindhead
Knoll children’s play area, where
litter has been a problem since
the play area was installed, and
we are also putting a new bin on

Juniper Gardens in Walnut Tree,
next to the footbridge crossing into
Wavendon Gate. Recent works by
Milton Keynes Council to cut back
the bushes have shown just how
bad the litter problem is in this
area, which is a route back into the
estates for bus users.
The Juniper Gardens litter bin
and the Dunchurch Dale dog bin
have both been funded by our
Ward Councillors, Jenni Ferrans
and Vanessa McPake from
their ward based budgets. As
always, we thank our local Ward
Councillors for their dedication and
contributions to the community.

WALK TO SCHOOL GRAPHICS
It has taken longer
than we hoped and
anticipated, but in the
early part of 2020 the
project to refurbish
the ‘Walk to School’
graphics that lead
to Heronsgate and
Heronshaw schools
has finally been done.
These graphics are a
great way to encourage
parents to ditch the
cars and encourage
the kids to walk.
We teamed up with

POND WORKS
Over the last year we
have been continuing
with our efforts to
improve the ponds at
Hindemith Gardens,
Mahler Close and
Caldecotte Lane, with the
larger works being carried
out by Milton Keynes
Council and the pond
clearance works being
done by The Conservation
Volunteers. All the works
carried out were match
funded by a grant from
Milton Keynes Council,
meaning that we split
the cost with them. This
allowed us to carry out a
bigger program of works
at the ponds.
The dipping platform and

Whenever we ask the question,
as we did in the 2018 Residents’
Survey, dog bins always come up as
priority for many residents, so the
Council’s provision of dog bins has
been rising steadily over the last
few years and we are committed
to improving the service we
provide for the community. We
have been given permission by The
Parks Trust to install another bin
along Caldecotte Brook, near the
Bletcham Way pond on the path
to Browns Wood and there will
also be a new bin at the junction
of Lichfield Down and Dunchurch
Dale. The bin at the top of Lichfield
Down is going to be replaced.
Our bins are usually emptied on

Milton Keynes Council
(Ringway) to carry out
this work, which they
generously funded
through their ‘Safer
Journeys to School’
budget.
We are currently
working towards
getting similar graphics
installed in and around
Wavendon Gate.
Hopefully we will be
able to provide updates
on that soon.

NEW COUNCILLOR
Walton Community Council would
like to belatedly extend a warm
welcome to Councillor Hossein
Sadeghi , who was co-opted on to
the Council last July, representing the
Caldecotte Ward. Before his co-option
he had been one of the Caldecotte
residents who had been involved in
the Council’s Working Group that
campaigned for and succeeded in

Striving to improve our community

bringing in a residents only parking
zone across parts of the Caldecotte
estate in an attempt to mitigate the
problems caused by the business park
workers parking in the residential
areas. Walton Community Council
continues to work with Milton Keynes
Council to find a solution to some of
the issues arising for those residing
just outside of the parking scheme.
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THE GREEN ROOF PROJECT
Milton Keynes Council
have recently announced
ambitious plans to
become one of the
greenest cities in the
world and carbon
negative by 2050.
MKC are also seeking
National Park City status
by turning the city into
a "living showcase"
for how climate
change can be tackled
through biodiversity
improvements.
The Green Roof
Project is a multiagency, community led
movement emerging in
Milton Keynes to bring
together those taking
action on climate change
through significant scale
green infrastructure
projects.
The Green Roof ‘Buzz
Stops’ project aims to
bring about opportunities
for local communities
in Milton Keynes to
take action on the
climate emergency and
biodiversity crisis by

being part of a largescale citywide green roof
programme, transforming
Bus Stops into Buzz Stops.
The Green Roof Project
are working with
Community Councils and
other community groups
to try to roll out living
roofs on bus stops across
the city in an effort to
create up to 6,000m2 of
new green space quickly
and easily and deliver
significant improvements
to air quality and cooling,
carbon capture, water
management and
biodiversity.
Wolverton is home to
the first ever bus shelter
with a green roof in
Milton Keynes, installed
as a Britain in Bloom
showcase five years ago
by local award winning
living roof specialists,
Bridgman and Bridgman.
Walton Community
Council recently agreed
to install a green roof
on the bus stop outside
Walton High School,

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

CORONAVIRUS RESOURCES

Benefits of Green Roofs on Bus Stops.

Extends the roof life expectancy by up to 3
times
Retains rainwater - decreasing water run off
by up to 95%
Absorbs CO 2 - 1m 2 of green roof can absorb
5kg of CO 2 yearly equivalent to roughly 2
trees
Clean air - 1m 2 of green roof can help absorb
0.2kg of airborne particles every year
Reduces air temperature - providing 3 degree
reduction in the surrounding air
Increases biodiversity by providing safe,
protected habitat for plant, insect and bird life
Health and wellbeing for local people,
providing beautiful greening integrated into
the built environment where people live and
work
Minimal maintenance, just twice yearly to
feed and weed.

which will be funded
by Ward Councillor
Vanessa McPake from
her ward-based budget,
and Walton Community
Council would like to
thank Councillor McPake
for her contribution.
Subject to external

funding there are plans to
install a second roof and
once those are installed
the Council will take its
lead from residents as to
whether they would like
the Council to put more
green roofs in our area.

For local and national information from Walton Community Council

www.facebook.com/groups/201802561081930

For information and guidance from Central Government

www.gov.uk/coronavirus

For guidance for employers, employees and businesses

www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-andbusinesses-about-covid-19
For information and advice from the NHS

www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19
For information and support from Milton Keynes Council

www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/your-council-and-elections/coronavirussupport-and-information
For local support for those in vulnerable or high risk groups,
MK Coronavirus Community Support

mk19cv.org

For Age UK Emergency Support

www.ageuk.org.uk/miltonkeynes
The Age UK Milton Keynes emergency service is separate to the normal Independent Living Service and aims
to provide help within a couple of days. All the volunteers delivering emergency shopping will have ID and are
DBS checked. If you have any doubts at all about someone saying they are from Age UK Milton Keynes, please
call them.
Call 01908 550700 Monday - Friday 9am to 4pm
The Independent Living Service is continuing to provide a regular shopping service to clients whilst minimising
the risk to them and Age UK staff. Age UK have also restarted their Gardening Service for current clients.
If you are no longer able to do your own shopping or have a relative who needs support, please call Age UK.
They are able to make arrangements over the telephone, including organising a method of payment that suits
all parties.
The Footcare Service has been temporarily suspended and the Handyperson Service is restricted to fitting key
safes only. This will help ensure vulnerable older people can be discharged from hospital. The lunch clubs have
closed, following government advice to ensure the safety of our clients and volunteers, but the Cooks and club
co-ordinators are telephoning club members regularly for a chat and to find out if they need any support.
Where possible the Information & Advice Service and Befriending Service will be provided by telephone
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HINDHEAD KNOLL DEVELOPMENT
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT AT
HINDHEAD KNOLL – PLANNING
APPLICATION 19/02856/FUL –
WALNUT TREE RESERVE SITES A
& D, HINDHEAD KNOLL/HIGHGATE OVER, WALNUT TREE
Back in October 2019, Grand
Union Housing submitted a
planning application to Milton
Keynes Council, proposing to
build 30 x 2 bed apartments on
land at Hindhead Knoll/Highgate
Over in Walnut Tree. Walton
Community Council, along with
numerous residents felt that the
proposals were not in keeping
with the area and so a residents’
working group was formed to
make sure that Milton Keynes
Council was firmly aware of
residents’ objections and to
persuade as many residents as
possible to submit their views.
During the consultation period,
Milton Keynes Council received
well over 100 objections to the
proposals.
The proposals seem to
be predicated upon an
undocumented change for
which there was no consultation
and so it is Walton Community
Council’s view that any planning
permission must therefore rely

on the planning density defined
in the Walton Neighbourhood
Plan. Any development at
this location must reflect the
urgent need for three-bedroom
homes, especially given the
predominance of high-density
CMK sites in Plan:MK. The
development is out of keeping
with the surrounding area
and breaks policies which are
increasingly important as we
seek to mitigate climate change
and house our population. We
believe this Planning Application
should be rejected.
The Working Group has
submitted a complaint to the
Local Ombudsman about the lack
of consultation in respect of the
change in the site density. The
Local Ombudsman is currently
investigating the matter.
Walton Community Council
would like to thank residents Paul
Bruen, Stuart Copeland, Brian
Fairbairn, Roger Payne, Margaret
Potter and Bob Rymarz for their
contribution to the Group and
for their relentless pursuit for
good quality and sustainable
development in our area.

Milton Keynes Council considered
determining this application at
a meeting in April without the
ability for residents to attend
the meeting. With the help and
determination of our residents’
working group, we managed to
persuade Milton Keynes Council
to defer determination of the
application until a time when
the UK Government had issued
guidance on the holding of
public meeting virtually.” Whilst
determination of the application
is delayed, we will continue
our lobbying of Milton Keynes
Council to postpone the meeting
until such a time when Walton
Community Council and residents
have the opportunity to object
and make representations at a
meeting open to the public.
The planning officer currently
dealing with the application is
Wayne Campbell and can be
contacted on
Wayne.campbell@milton-keynes.
gov.uk.
Please request that this
application is not considered until
a full, open public meeting can be
convened.

Walton Community Council
The residents’ working group’s main objections to the application was as follows:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

Since this article was written we
have learnt that the application
was due to be considered
at a virtual meeting of the
Development Control Committee
on June 4th 2020.
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We are currently trying to stop
this from happening and delay
it until members of the public
are allowed to attend in person.
Keep an eye on our website and
social media for updates on this
application.

www.waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

•
•
•

Previous planning applications covering 2 sites (Highgate Over and Lichfield Down sites) for 75 units
(2004) and 59 units (2005) were refused. An application for 42 dwellings (2207) over both sites was
granted. The current application for 30 dwellings covers only the one site.
Milton Keynes Council’s Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) from 2012 indicates
that the capacity of the combined sites was 42 dwellings, presumably based on the outline planning
permission previously granted. The SHLAA was updated in 2017 with the same figure.
Walton Community Council’s Walton Neighbourhood Plan in late 2016 stated that development of the
two sites should not exceed the original densities of the Local Plan and put capacity of the two sites at
35 dwellings/hectare (ie 30 dwellings over both sites). This was confirmed by a local referendum.
Plan:MK Final (October 2017) designated the combined sites as having a total of 25 dwellings.
Between the public consultation and the adoption of the plan, the total number of dwellings on
the combined sites was increased from 25 to 80. This change in density was made with no public
consultation and, according to a Freedom Of Information (FOI) request made in September 2019, Milton
Keynes Council’s response was that “…the Council does not have any documentation containing a
written justification for the change in the number of dwellings”.
The change in density was included in the Schedule of Proposed Additional Modifications (SPAM) (which
was meant to be for typographical and factual corrections only) but it is important to note that the SPAM
did NOT form part of the public consultation.
The SPAM (MM6 Page 18 Policy DS2, Item 7) WAS submitted for examination and lists specific nonstrategic sites for development. Highgate Over was not on this list and no capacity was indicated. The
site thus forms part of Plan:MK, but the capacity is determined by the Neighbourhood Plan.
Walton Community Council was not consulted about the change to the planned numbers of dwellings.
The land is 0.38ha in size. Using the planning density as stated in Plan:MK for non-central areas, the
capacity for the number of dwellings on the site should be 13.
A housing need report, as presented at MKC’s Scrutiny Committee last year, showed that there was
a requirement for 437 new two-bedroom flats and for 8,797 three-bedroom houses. A development
consisting of three-bedroom houses would be a better fit for this site, both in density and demand.
The planning application indicated that there was some three-storey housing in the local vicinity. The
important point to note is that all buildings adjacent to the proposed development are all two floors or
fewer. The development opposite the site and the three storey building located in nearby Studley Knapp
are sympathetic and in-keeping with the area and are situated on much lower ground. These proposals
are not.
According to the GSS Architecture plan, the building is in front of the existing building line on Hindhead
Knoll (using the Blackberry Clinic as a guide) and is certainly substantially in front of the building line of
No7 Hindhead Knoll (Nearest residence to the proposed development). It is also in front of the building
line of the existing houses on Highgate Over.
The submission to MKC uses NPPF 118(c) as justification. But 118 (c) refers to brownfield sites and this
site does not appear on Milton Keynes’ Brownfield Register.
There is a major risk to trees and tree roots adjacent to the site – especially the mature oak which forms
a significant tree in Walnut Tree’s landscape. The development near the mature oak will foul the Root
Protection Area (British Standard 5837) and will therefore likely lead to the demise of the tree.
The Ecological Appraisal indicates evidence of a Priority species active within the surrounding area, yet
the Planning Application question 12a answered ‘No’ to the question on Protected and Priority species.
The application states that the development should be allowed as the Council cannot demonstrate
a five-year housing supply. MK Council is awaiting a review by the Secretary of State following
contradictory legal judgements. The April 2019 land supply figure, available online, is given as 6.42 years.
An existing planning permission is used as a precedent to support the application yet, each permission
should stand on its own merits.
Anglian Water has indicated (Section 4 of their submission) that the surface water strategy/flood
assessment is unacceptable.
There is no provision within the design for disabled parking and there is also no provision for EV charging
points.
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KEY SAFES
Walton Community Council are
working with Age UK Milton
Keynes to help older people in our
parish to keep living independently
by subsidising their key safe fitting
service. Age UK Supply and fit
police-approved Supra C500 key
safes.
Do you need to get an older
relative back home from hospital
care who will need to give carers
access to their home? Do you

RED BULL TECHNOLOGY CAMPUS UPDATE
just want the back up of knowing
that a key is available to you or
your family in the event of an
accident or emergency? If you or
a relative are aged over 55, live
in the Walton parish and need to
have a key safe fitted call Age UK
on 01908 557874 or send an email
to ilt@ageukmiltonkeynes.org.uk
. Don’t forget to tell them you live
in Walton and we will cover cost of
the safe and fitting.

FRIENDLY NEIGHBOURHOOD CLUB
The Friendly
Neighbourhood Club
first came to the Council
in September 2017,
applying for an S.137
grant of £1500 to replace
their ageing short mat
bowls equipment. The
Council agreed to the
grant and, impressed
by the work of the club
and its vision to bring
the older members of
the community together
and provide a social
hub for them to visit,
later decided to use
the Council’s Third Age
budget to fund the
club’s rental costs and
help them grow their
membership.
Recently the Club invited
Lesley Sung, our Council
Manager and Councillor
David Newland, Chair
of the Operations
Committee, to come
along and experience
an evening with Club
members and to see how
the new equipment had
made their evenings so
much more enjoyable.
The Club offers a friendly
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experience for over 55s,
every Tuesday, except
the 3rd Tuesday of the
month, at Wavendon
Gate Pavilion from 7pm
until 8.30pm. They offer
an evening of short mat
bowls, and for those
feeling less energetic,
darts, and various
board games. A friendly
welcome is guaranteed!
Walton Community
Council has agreed to
continue its support into
the new financial year,
paying for their venue
hire which means that
funds raised by the club
can be put towards even
more exciting activities
for its members.
At the time of writing the
club is closed due to the
Covid-19 pandemic. As
soon as they are able to
open the club again we
will let everyone know
through our website and
social media.
Anyone interested in
joining should contact
Marlene Lunny on 01908
540288.

Pictures Top - The Club’s members.
Above - Club members show Councillor David
Newland how to play short-mat bowls

www.waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk
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IN PICTURES

IN PICTURES

Wardens Henry and George have been hard at work throughout the spring, here pictured strimming the grass at the Dinosaur
Play Area in Caldecotte to uncover the ‘bones’. See page 20 for more details on improvement works on the play areas

The new MUGA in all its glory.

The evening spring sun sets on this fantastic drone shot of the Browns Wood Sports Ground Leisure facilities, showing the
MUGA, the play area and the pump track.

The newly completed, expanded car park at Browns Wood Sports Ground.
Drone photographs on these pages are all courtesy of and © local resident Kamil Urbanczyk.
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CONTACTS AND INFORMATION
COUNCILLORS - Email name.surname@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk (hyphenated names typed as one)
Mario Toto - Chairman
Old Farm & Browns Wood
Joanna Bolton
Walnut Tree & Walton
Tate Chapman-Ballard
Walnut Tree & Walton
David Newland
Old Farm Park & Browns Wood
Jaime Tamagnini
Old Farm Park & Browns Wood

Simon Lorrimer-Roberts - Vice Chairman
Walnut Tree & Walton
Adam Chapman-Ballard
Wavendon Gate
Brendan Metcalfe
Wavendon Gate
Hossein Sadeghi
Caldecotte
Mandy Taylor
Walnut Tree & Walton

STAFF
Lesley Sung - Council Manager
01908 694758 or 07726 533705
manager@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk
Ruth Rose - Responsible Finance Officer
01908 694758
finance@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk
Henry Sunderland - Community Warden
07434 607559
warden@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk
Morag Rothwell - Administration Assistant
01908 694758
admin@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

Dan Preston - Community Engagement Officer
01908 694758 or 07726 591029
office@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk
Lesley Davies - Operations Officer
01908 694758 or 07726 286123
operations@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk
George Barker - Community Warden
07486 374483
warden2@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

MILTON KEYNES COUNCIL WARD COUNCILLORS
WAVENDON GATE, CALDECOTTE, OLD FARM PARK & BROWNS WOOD WALNUT TREE & THE WALTONS

david.hopkins@milton-keynes.gov.uk
victoria.hopkins@milton-keynes.gov.uk
alice.jenkins@milton-keynes.gov.uk

vanessa.mcpake@milton-keynes.gov.uk
jenni.ferrans@milton-keynes.gov.uk
leo.montague@milton-keynes.gov.uk

COUNCIL MEETINGS ALL COUNCIL MEETINGS ARE CURRENTLY CANCELLED.
A SCHEME OF DELEGATED AUTHORITY IS IN PLACE TO ENSURE THE COUNCIL
CONTINUES TO FUNCTION WITHOUT THE NEED FOR PHYSICAL MEETINGS.
SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR UPDATES AND DECISIONS TAKEN UNDER THE
SCHEME.

WEBSITE & SOCIAL MEDIA
www.waltoncommunitcouncil.gov.uk
www.facebook.com/wccmk
www.twitter.com/wccmk
www.instagram.com/wccmk
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