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PARISH MANAGER 
Article courtesy of Lesley Sung—Parish Manager 

 

 

At last, the warm weather is back with us and for us at the Parish Council, that 

means event season! We have all been working hard to deliver some great events for you this 

summer, starting off with a coach trip for the over 55’s to Stratford-Upon-Avon on 12 July.  Details 

of all our events and our very popular play schemes can be found later in the newsletter. 

I wanted to give a big welcome to our two newly co-opted Parish Councillors, Ian McColl 

representing the Wavendon Gate Ward and Sara Turnbull who will be representing the Walnut 

Tree and Walton Ward.  Both will hold office until May 2019 when all ten Parish Councillors will 

be up for election. 
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Talking of appointments, congratulations to Councillor David Hopkins, Ward Councillor for 

Danesborough and Walton who has recently been appointed as the Mayor of Milton Keynes. We 

wish David the very best of success throughout the coming year. 

It's been a busy time in our office, not least because we had our internal auditor come and visit 

and we have been finalising our accounts for 2016/2017.  In accordance with the Local Audit and 

Accountancy Act 2014, The Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015 (SI234) and the 

National Audit Office’s Code of Audit Practice, any person interested has the right to inspect and 

make copies of the accounts to be audited.  The exercise of public rights commenced on 22 June 

2017 and will end on 2 August 2017.  For those wishing to view the accounts, please email me at 

clerk@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk.  Any elector can also take the opportunity to question 

the external auditor and has the right to make their objections about the accounts during the 

same time period.  The external auditors can be contacted by writing to Mazars LLP, Aykley 

Heads, Durham, DH1 5ST.  Further details can be viewed on our website and on our noticeboards 

throughout the parish. 

Residents may recall a couple of months ago that Milton Keynes Council was putting forward an 

amended Waste Strategy to include an annual green bin charge of £33.  Walton Community 

Council put forward its objections in support of a call-in against the decision to implement the 

strategy.  Our response can be seen on our Facebook page and website at: 

www.waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk/Walton-CC/Default-15537.aspx 

On reconsideration by MKC at its meeting of Full Council on 13 June 2017 it was decided that the 

annual charges for the collection of green waste be removed from the strategy.  A good result for 

all MK residents.  

Milton Keynes Council recently released its draft Plan:MK.  This is a local plan for MK that will 

review and replace the saved policies in the existing local plan and that of the Core Strategy.  The 

Plan will set out the development needed for Milton Keynes and where developments are to be 

located.  The plan will also include detailed policies that will be used when making decisions on 

planning applications.  The 12-week consultation period lasted until 9 June 2017 and Walton 

Community Council’s response to the draft can be seen on our Facebook page and on our website 

at  

www.waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk/Walton-CC/planmk-15501.aspx 

Finally, Walton Community Council this year will be hosting a summer festival in the MK SNAP 

grounds on 19 August 2017 in celebration of MK at 50. More details can be found on page 14, but 

put the date in your diary now, we predict it will be a great day out for all the family.  I hope to 

see everyone there and on that note, I wish all our residents a lovely summer.  
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COMMUNITY GRANTS 
Are you a charity, voluntary or community organisation that works with or provides a 

service to the residents of the Walton parish area? 

Do you need funding to help with a start up, a project, or maybe you need to plug a shortfall? 

Why don’t you contact Walton Community Council and see if you are eligible for a small grant? 

Walton Community Council allocates a sum of money each financial year to be awarded as grants 

to eligible groups who are formally constituted and can demonstrate that any funding from the 

Community Council would benefit Walton Community residents. 

Applying is easy - Just visit our website, click on the finance tab and download the simple one 

page application form, or contact the Parish Manager at clerk@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

Since our last newsletter we have awarded four grants. 

Firstly we awarded £400 to Puddleducks Pre-School Nursery for the purchase of child friendly 

digital cameras and learning pads to help support the work they do teaching some of our 

youngest residents. The picture below shows some of the Puddleducks children instructing our 

Chairman on how to use a digital camera. 

We also awarded £3000 to Southside United to purchase new kits for the upcoming season 

following their name change to Walton MK FC. 

Most recently we awarded £1000 to St Mary’s Church in Wavendon towards the cost of a new PA 

and T Loop system at the church and a maximum of £1250 to the 1st Old Farm Park Brownies 

towards travel costs for Brownies to attend a regional Brownie camp. 
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CHAIRMAN 
Article courtesy of Councillor Terry Reynolds—Chairman of the Council 

 

Another Council year has begun. 

Since my last report our new financial year has begun and we held the Annual Walton Parish 

Residents Meeting and the WCC Annual Meeting on the 3rd May. The Annual Parish meeting 

was held at the MKSNAP building and I am very pleased to report that it was attended by 

many more residents than we have ever seen in previous years but we would still like to see 

many more of you next year.   

The Annual Parish Meeting is an important opportunity for all Walton residents to gather to 

discuss local topics and to understand better what their Community Council has achieved in 

the previous year and what it has planned for the year ahead. During this year’s meeting, 

there was healthy debate about many topics ranging from dog fouling to precept increases, 

and this is exactly the purpose of the meeting. We of course tried to answer fully all the 

questions raised and we have taken note of all the points that were made. After the meeting, 

Councillors and staff discussed how we could make the Annual Parish Meeting more valuable 

to residents in future years and you can therefore expect some changes next year.   

The WCC Annual Meeting was also held later the same evening and this meeting is principally 

about electing the Council Chairman and Vice Chairman and appointing Councillors to our 

various Committees, Working Groups and to appoint representatives on external groups. I am 

therefore honoured to report that I was re-elected to be your Council Chairman, and Cllr 

Mario Toto also was elected to continue as Vice Chairman.  

For the 2017/2018 financial year we have a full programme to deliver and we encourage you 

to attend some of the regular monthly Council Meetings to witness how we work to plan and 

deliver projects and services all aimed at maintaining, protecting and enhancing the 

experience of living and working in Walton. 

In 2016, we successfully delivered with your help the Walton Neighbourhood Plan (WNP) 

leading to a successful residents’ referendum and its adoption by MKC. The WNP commits 

WCC to put in place the resources to deliver on the various obligations within the Plan and 

this work is now in hand. To build on the success of the WNP project we are making plans to 

carry out regular residents’ surveys to measure and report progress as part of our 

commitment to continuous improvement.    

Looking to the future the principle threat facing all Parish & Town Councils is the impact of 

year on year cuts to the Milton Keynes Council budget that have already manifest themselves 

in declining levels of maintenance and other services in our community. We are actively 
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discussing the potential timing and impact of future cuts with MKC and fellow Parish & Town 

Councils to try to develop a coherent strategy that will allow WCC to provide the best possible 

solution for Walton and its residents. This is still very much work in progress but if central 

government funding continues to fall for MKC, there will inevitably be some very difficult 

decisions to make about whether services should be simply allowed to steadily degenerate or 

whether Parish & Town Councils will, with the support of residents, be forced to bear some of 

the current costs.        

 If you would like to know more, please contact our Parish Manager or myself.  

REGULATORY COMMITTEE 
Article courtesy of Councillor Mandy Taylor —Chair, Regulatory Committee 

 

 

Following the revision of members of the Council’s committees at the Annual Council 

Meeting, the Regulatory Committee has two new members, Ian McColl and Sara Turnbull, 

both of whom are also new councillors. Sara has a background in governance so she will be of 

particular help in reviewing the Council’s policies. Ian has taken on the role of Vice-Chairman 

of the committee. 

The Council has been visited by our independent internal auditor to examine our end of year 

accounts and general financial management. I am pleased to report that he found no areas of 

concern and that previous recommendations had been acted upon.  

The Council’s Annual Return has now been signed off by full Council and submitted to the 

external auditor. 

Since the last newsletter the Committee has continued to review its current policies and 

procedures as well as continuing to discuss planning applications and to make comments as 

appropriate.  

The Regulatory Committee can award grants of up to £1,500 and has just awarded two grants. 

One to St Mary’s Church at Wavendon to help towards the cost of a new PA and T-loop 

system and the other to the 1st Old Farm Park Brownies to help with travel costs for Brownies 

attending a regional camp. 

If you are a group that provides a service to the residents of Walton, you may be eligible to 

apply for a grant. Please contact our Parish Manager for further details.  
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NEW COUNCILLORS 
Article courtesy of Councillor Ian McColl 

 

Why bother to be a Parish Councillor? 

Well that was a question I asked myself earlier in the year when I discovered that the Walton 

Community Council was seeking residents to fill two vacant posts of Parish Councillor.  Having 

lived in Browns Wood for over 25 years I hoped I would have a good idea of what goes on 

around here - that was a false hope as I will go on to explain. 

Maybe I should start by sharing my explanation of what Walton Community Council is and its 

role as a Parish Council.  A Parish is an old term for an administrative unit in Local 

Government, it is simply the case that we refer to our Walton Parish as the Walton 

Community Council.  In the past some would have related the Council to church parishes, but 

that is no longer the case. WCC covers the residential grid squares of Walton Park, Walnut 

Tree, Browns Wood, Caldecotte, Old Farm Park and Wavendon Gate and the business areas of 

Tilbrook and Walton Hall (The Open University).  WCC looks after the interests of our 

residents in the administration of functions that contribute to our sense of belonging to a 

community. 

WCC is not a politically affiliated grouping, we are very much serving the needs of the local 

residents.  In doing that, WCC liaises with Milton Keynes Council and  Local Councillors 

appointed to the Wards that cover our Parish. 

There is nothing special about me or the background I bring to the role. As a candidate I was 

considered by the existing Parish Councillors and selected by interview. That means I am a Co -

opted Councillor rather than being elected by a local ballot.  A Parish Councillor is not a paid 

position, like all the Councillors we give up our time to support the development of the area.  

WCC does employ a number of staff who are based in the MK Snap building in Walnut Tree 

and they are very willing to offer help and advice on solving a whole range of issues affecting  

residents. 

I put myself forward for the role in the hope of contributing to the development of WCC and 

this wonderful corner of Milton Keynes that we all call home, or for some may be it is work 

and home, and I am very pleased to say that I am now a Parish Councillor representing the 

Wavendon Gate ward.  We are going through a period of austerity, there will be continuing 

financial challenges on MK Council and services we might expect to be provided will 

necessarily be cut back. I see the role of WCC as acting on behalf of the local community to 

help us maintain the standards we have come to expect.  Not all Parishes are the same in 

their outlook and approach. Here at WCC we are trying to be more forward thinking in how to 

address the gaps that local government cut backs may reveal in future.  



Walton Matters   8  

Striving to improve our community 

The cost of running WCC has been debated extensively since the Precept details were 

released in March and I won’t dwell on that topic, but believe me it is an underlying theme in 

all the discussions that take place at Committee meetings or the WCC monthly Full Council 

meeting.  

The number of meetings held each month has been a surprise to me. These are occasions 

when the Councillors come together to debate the business of the Parish and are not talking 

shops, but reflect the very serious purpose of a Parish Council, allowing debate, discussion 

and decision making.  I had never been to a Parish meeting before becoming a Councillor, but 

every meeting is open for residents to attend. They are able to raise points during the first 

session of every meeting, and thereafter listen to the discussion of the Councillors. Specific 

topics are allocated to specific Committees and can cover things as wide as planning 

applications, budgets, current Parish projects and the governance of the Parish.  There are 

very few topics that are not openly discussed at these meetings.  The WCC website is a great 

source of information for details of meetings, agendas, minutes, and the dates and times of 

upcoming meetings. 

Being a Parish Councillor is about working hard to represent the views and feelings of all the 

residents of the Parish.  My contact details, and those of all the Parish Councillors, are 

included on the website.  I am very happy to hear from anyone in the Parish to learn what 

your issues are and how they affect your enjoyment of Walton Parish.  As I said above, I had 

not been engaged with WCC before becoming a Councillor, but now that I am I do want to 

reach out to the residents to seek their input – I am working on your behalf. 

NEW COUNCILLORS 
Article courtesy of Councillor Sara Turnbull 

 

I recently joined the Council representing Walnut Tree & Walton ward. I live on 

Pettingrew Close in Walnut Tree with my husband, new-born baby and 2 cats.  

I enjoy living in the area and decided to volunteer to contribute to the local community. 

Having worked in local government for many years I understand the important role of councils 

in helping improve local services.  

I'm interested in hearing from residents on what local issues matter to you and any ideas for 

improvements. Please feel free to contact me at 

Sara.turnbull@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 
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OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 
Article courtesy of Councillor David Newland —Chair, Operations Committee 

 

 

 

The Committee has been very busy looking after all of the operational elements of the 

Council, whether it’s allotments, dog bins, Browns Wood Sports Ground or the many other 

areas the Committee is tasked with looking after. Last year our residents voted yes to our 

Neighbourhood Plan in a referendum, and the Council is currently in the process of 

implementing the action plan in the Neighbourhood Plan. It was concluded that, in order for 

the Council to implement these commitments, extra resource would be needed. Therefore it 

has been decided to add another Warden and an extra Administrator to the Council’s staff.  At 

the time of writing we are in the process of finalising the details for these positions. The extra 

Warden will enable the Council to be more proactive in its approach to its operational 

activities, for example when we are responding to littering and landscaping issues we should 

be able to not only report and monitor the issues but actively sort out the problem where 

possible.   

Browns Wood Sports Ground 

You may be aware that Browns Wood Sports Ground is now in the ownership of Walton 

Community Council and we recently commissioned an improvement report from the FA.  We 

would like to congratulate Serco for winning the maintenance contract for the sports ground.  

We have built up a good relationship with Serco since we took over ownership and 

management of the sports ground and we look forward to working with them and seeing 

further improvements to the football pitches over the next two years.  We have recently 

entered into an exclusivity agreement with Southside United Football Club for their sole use 

of the football pitches for organised matches.  This approach will help to maintain the pitches 

and will help to manage and reduce the amount of unauthorised use.  Southside United will 

soon be changing their name to Walton MK Football Club to provide a strong connection to 

the local area.  We look forward to working in partnership with the Club.  

You may have noticed that an extra path has been added through the woods from the Browns 

Wood estate connecting with a new path at BWSG. Walkers had created a desire line and, 

following our request, The Parks Trust, who own the land, agreed to transform the muddy 

track in to a wood chipped path. 

 



11   www.waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

WARDEN’S RAMBLE 
Article courtesy of Henry Sunderland—Community Warden 

 

Since my last missive, it has been pleasing to have some nice 

weather at last, except perhaps for the allotmenteers who must be praying for some more rain. I 

have been patrolling in all weathers, sometimes getting all four seasons in one day. Last month I 

undertook 15 patrols covering 85.5 miles, on average 5.7 

miles per patrol. Certainly, getting my monies worth on my 

state of the art mountain bike. 

The Council continues to hold a monthly “Have Your Say” 

meeting at the café at MK Snap. These are attended by 

myself, our Parish Manager and Officers from the Thames 

Valley Neighbourhood Policing Team. Residents are 

encouraged to attend and raise any issues they wish.  

I undertake joint Patrols with the Police and I have also 

started patrols with Officers from the Parks Trust. 

 

Sadly, there have been some break-ins at our 

allotment sites and myself and the local 

neighbourhood Police team have visited the 

allotment tenants, providing crime prevention 

advice and issuing shed alarms. The Council has 

also replaced aging locks with new ones in an 

effort to prevent more break-ins. 

I am still having to deal with the usual fly tipping 

issues and although it is rare it is still necessary 

to have the odd sofa or bathroom suite 

removed by Milton Keynes Council.  

Dog mess is still an issue and we are increasing 

the number of dog bins but still people are 

leaving dog mess in other places, at least they have put it in a bag!  If you can’t find a dog bin 

please take your pet’s mess home. 

If you have any environmental concerns please get in touch, or report directly to MK Council. If 

you do report directly to the Council let me know and I can monitor the concern to ensure the 

appropriate work has been completed.  
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REPORT IT OR REQUEST IT 
Have you seen rubbish on the streets? Fly tipping? Graffiti? Do you need to report an abandoned 

vehicle or even a missed rubbish collection? You can do all of this and more on the Milton Keynes 

Council website. Order new green bins, blue boxes or grey caddies, get help with bulky waste 

items or get help to move your waste and recycling. Simply visit  

http://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/waste-recycling/report-or-request-it  

HAVE YOUR SAY 
What concerns you most about your local area? Walton Community 

Council has teamed up with your local neighbourhood policing team 

for some drop in sessions where you can come and talk to us about 

what really matters to you. Representatives from WCC and your local 

PCSO will be present at each session. We will be holding these every month on a Thursday 

morning at the Mk Snap Café from 10:30 to 11:30am, so come along and air your views over a 

cup of tea and a slice of cake! 

The dates for 2017 are as follows— 

13th July 

10th August 

14th September 

2nd November 

7th December 
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EASTER PLAY SESSIONS ROUND-UP 

During the Easter Walton Community Council once again put on an extensive program of 

activities for the youth of the Parish.  

Attendance was very high, with all the booked activities filled up to capacity and the open 

activities well attended. 

Special Ops brought us Laser Tag, which, as ever, was a huge hit with the kids. We also did our 

first ever Kayaking day where 25 intrepid 

youngsters spent the day traversing the Grand 

Union Canal. We will definitely be doing more of 

this in the summer! 

For the first time we teamed up with the Jill 

Foster Dance Centre to put on two Freestyle 

Dance and Cheerleading sessions and, after a 

nervous start for some involved, the kids really 

got into the swing of things, even building a 

(small!) human pyramid! 

Teaming up again with Walton MK Football Club 

(formerly Southside United) and Sport 4 All we 

put on our Football coaching sessions. The young 

players enjoyed all sorts of fun and constructive 

games whilst keeping fit and improving their 

skills. 

Last but not least Milton Keynes Play 

Association’s famous Open Access Play Sessions 

were back, with kids and parents alike enjoying 

the sunny weather, the arts and crafts, the 

games and the ever popular bouncy castle! 

And now we get to do it all again in the summer. 

See page 23 for details of what we are doing to 

keep your kids out of mischief in the holidays! 
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WALTON MK50 SUMMER FESTIVAL 
Join us on Saturday 19th August for our annual summer event, which this year 

will be something a bit different as we celebrate Milton Keynes’ 50th birthday with an afternoon 

and evening of family fun. 

Held at MK Snap from 4pm until 10pm there will be a range of exciting stalls selling toys, crafts 

and handmade jewellery, hair and beauty products, children’s books and many others, plus there 

will be the chance to relax with taster sessions of reflexology and Indian Head Massage. 

The MK Snap café will be open in the early evening for tea and cake. 

The entertainment will start with something for the kids, with a great magic show from Uncle Bob 

and then a fun kids’ disco in our marquee. We will also have large screen video games and giant 

table games, plus, of course, a bouncy castle. We will be running our popular kid’s crafting stall 

where children can join in and make crafts to take home. The Mounted Police will be there along 

with the Bucks Fire and rescue service, so the small and the big kids can get excited about the 

horses and the fire engine! 

Once the kids have worn themselves out, stay with us into the evening. There will be a bar and a 

range of great local hot food. Sausages and burgers, fish and chips and some delicious Indian 

snacks will keep body and soul together as we ask you to put on your dancing shoes, take your 

partner by the hand, and spend some time in the company of The Ouzel Valley Ranters. Providing 

a lively mix of traditional dance and folk tunes from across Britain and the world, participants of 

all ages and abilities are invited to take to the floor and try out some moves. 

If that’s not enough we will round off the night with the fabulous Retro Vocals, who will take us 

right back to 1967 and beyond with their renditions of classic pop hits. 

We hope it will be a special day and we really hope that you can come and join in the fun. 

Happy 50th Birthday Milton Keynes! 

ADVERTISEMENT 



15   www.waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

ADVERTISEMENT 
 



Walton Matters   16  

Striving to improve our community 

ADVERTISEMENT 



17   www.waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

REDWAY REFRESH 
Article courtesy of  Lisa Emmanuel—Projects Officer 

We are finally nearing the end of the Redway Refresh project with all but 22 of 

the yellow bollards having now been painted, with the remaining few due for 

completion in the near future. I hope you will agree that this has made a marked improvement on 

the look of the environment. We have even been approached by a neighbouring Parish Council 

who has seen the improvement and asked how this was achieved! 

The Redway directional markers have taken some time to manufacture but we are now in the 

process of having them installed. We are very much looking forward to having a clearer indication 

of the routes to take within the parish. 

That just leaves the underpass/bridge signs for replacement. The designs have been agreed and 

we just await final agreement from the ‘Bridge Team’ to confirm the actual material they will be 

produced in. We certainly aim to have them all installed by the end of the summer. 

Our focus is now moving onto the wider landscaping issues across the parish. We are reviewing 

opportunities to address some of the more ingrained issues where land has not been maintained 

for some time, trees might need replacing or land is completely overgrown. 

This project goes beyond the everyday maintenance issues of amenity land which we regularly 

monitor and liaise with the contractor Serco to address. Look out for updates as we progress 

plans. 

OTHER PROJECTS 

Following on from the success of the Parish Guardians Scheme and the increasing interest in 

improving the environment, we have been looking at other opportunities to make a difference. 

Pond Projects 

There are several small ponds within the parish which have the potential to provide a haven for 

wildlife alongside the opportunity for people of all ages to enjoy the natural habitats and wildlife 

species associated with pond life. Unfortunately several of our ponds require attention to bring 

them back to a state where we can all enjoy them. We are currently preparing a bid to Milton 

Keynes Council’s Parish Partnership Improvement Fund to begin work at two key ponds: 

•  Mahler Close • Hindemith Gardens 

In addition we are exploring the potential to utilise the Conservation Volunteers to expand the 

project further. 

If you would be interested in volunteering to reclaim our ponds, contact the Project Officer on 

projects@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk or call the office on 01908 694758 
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BROWNS WOOD SPORTS GROUND 
Article courtesy of  Lisa Emmanuel—Projects Officer 

In our last newsletter we shared plans for the development at Browns Wood 

Sports Ground  and we received some very useful feedback from residents at the 

two consultation events held in March. 

The overall response was positive, with only one person against the development as a whole. 

There was good support for all of the leisure facilities proposed with additional suggestions 

including: 

• Multi Use Games Area big enough for tennis • Themed play area • Zip line • Parkour • Mini 

climbing wall • Fenced off area for dogs 

Discussions on the facilities and uses for the pavilion produced some useful suggestions and 

ideas: 

• Open badminton and table tennis sessions • Netball • Scouts, Cubs, Beavers • Community café 

• Drama • Community functions • “Get to know you” evenings • Quiz nights 

Further discussions focussed on the design and look of the area, with concerns shared around the 

need for good security and measures to prevent anti-social behaviour. This includes the 

following: 

• Landscaping around the car park • Barrier to lock car park at night • CCTV covering the whole 

area • Plant trees to break up the car park spaces • No lighting on play areas • Retain existing 

mature trees • Remove existing youth shelter • Anti-graffiti measures on exterior of building • 

Living roof on pavilion 

Having taken account of the feedback, WCC has now appointed an Architect to develop the 

design for the pavilion. The initial task given to the architect is to produce an outline masterplan 

for the site as a whole. The Plan will show exactly where the various elements of the 

development will be located. A level of detail will indicate all footpath connections car parking 

and the build plans for the eventual pavilion, which could be built in phases according to when 

funding is identified. 

As soon as the plans are available we will continue to engage with our residents ahead of 

submitting any resulting planning application. 

In the meantime we hope to progress the plans to install some, or all of the leisure facilities 

ahead of the build of the pavilion. Discussions are underway with suppliers for the 

neighbourhood play equipment and a site visit has been held relating to a proposed “pump 

track”. 

Look out for updates in future newsletters, via Facebook and at our Summer event in August. 
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HINDHEAD KNOLL DEVELOPMENT 
Article courtesy of  Lisa Emmanuel—Projects Officer 

 

 

Walton Community Council set up a working group looking into ideas to improve the current 

open space in the centre of Hindhead Knoll. Post 16 Students from Walton High School have also 

been working with us to develop options to make the space enjoyable, safe and accessible for all 

ages and which could act as a community focal point for Walnut Tree. 

The ideas being considered have taken account of feedback from residents during consultation 

and the increasing support for community events, including the Christmas Celebration held at The 

Venue over the last three years. 

From the start, the Working Group has been mindful of the fact that any major works would 

require external funding and any plans for development would be phased accordingly. 

The following factors have been taken into consideration when discussing key features and 

design: 

• Re-location of Walnut Tree Local Centre children’s play area • Open space for dog walking • 

Location to sit, relax, eat lunch • Community focal point for events • Accessibility • Proximity to 

housing 

We are now at a stage where we would like to hear residents’ views on the options under 

consideration. Two engagement events are planned where you can pop along and see some 

concept designs, meet members of the Working Group and discuss ideas. Both events will be held 

under the WCC gazebo on Hindhead Knoll: 

Saturday 22nd July 10.30am-12.30pm 

Thursday 3rd August  5.30-7.30pm 

We plan to proceed with some elements of the project immediately as outlined below; 

Phase 1 – Installation of lighting 

Following discussions with Milton Keynes Council’s Highways Contractors, Ringway, it has agreed 

to install uplighters underneath the conifers on Hindhead Knoll. This will be carried out at no cost 

to residents and will also involve Holophane Lighting who are currently involved in the MK wide 

street light replacement scheme. 

We offer our sincere thanks to both companies for their support and expertise on this element of 

the project. 
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Phase 2 – Landscaping improvements 

We are currently applying to MKC under their Parish Partnership Improvement Fund to carry out 

improvements to the landscaping around the benches at the far end of Hindhead Knoll. Works 

will include removal of overgrown shrubs, weeding and tidying of the brick work, improving the 

existing benches and planting bulbs. Works would commence in early Autumn if the bid is 

successful. 

Phase 3 – Re-location of the children’s play area 

The existing play area adjacent to the shops is currently limited and has little scope for 

improvement. As part of WCCs Play Area Strategy the parish identified an opportunity to re-locate 

this facility to Hindhead Knoll. A bid is currently underway to Milton Keynes Council’s Play Area 

Improvement Scheme to progress the build of a new play area. A decision is expected by 

September 2017 with the build likely to take place early in 2018. 

To view further details about the overall ideas for Hindhead Knoll, come along to one of our 

events or view the plans on the website at www.waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

We really want your views, so please give us your feedback! 



21   www.waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

PLAY AREA REFURBISHMENT 
Article courtesy of  Lisa Emmanuel—Projects Officer 

Wavendon Gate Pavilion Play Area 

We received the exciting news from WREN at the end of May that our bid was 

successful! So plans are now in full swing to progress the project to replace the play equipment 

and improve the surrounding landscaping. 

We are currently in dialogue with potential suppliers through Milton Keynes Council, our partners 

in the project. It is hoped we will have some dates for works to commence soon. 

Shuttleworth Grove Play Area 

Work has already commenced at this play area with the old railings having been removed along 

with some initial landscaping improvements. Plans are under way to remove the existing safety 

surface, which will be followed by the installation of the following features: 

• Boulders • Stepping stones • Large log/logs • Picnic bench 

These features will all be finished off with complimentary surfacing and further grassed areas. 

Mithras Gardens Play Area 

By the time of reading this article, we will have submitted a bid to Milton Keynes Council for 

match funding to refurbish the play area. The current play surfacing and some of the equipment is 

in an increasingly poor state of repair. The plans will include removal of all the existing concrete 

and tarmac surfacing. If you know this play area, you will know it is a big task just to strip back to 

a state where we can begin again. It is then proposed to grass the slope. Cut back the shrubbery 

to open up the site and re-introduce natural play features to compliment the location. Designs 

will be shared as part of the project once the outcome of the bid is known, which is likely to be in 

September 2017. 
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PARISH GUARDIANS 
Walton Community Council’s Parish Guardians scheme is now in full swing and our team of 

volunteers have been out helping to make our community a cleaner and better place to live.  

We have completed two of our four scheduled 

clean up days so far this year, with the team 

picking litter and undertaking low level 

landscaping work around Hindhead Knoll and the 

woods in Walnut Tree in May and around 

Wavendon gate in June. So far a total of 40 

residents have joined us on these days, clearing 

umpteen bags of rubbish and 9 big leaf bags of 

green waste. This total has also included a number of our younger residents, and it was 

particularly heartening to see the children out taking care of their environment. Some of our work 

has also highlighted to Milton Keynes Council areas where their landscape contractors were 

falling short and will hopefully lead to improved services from MKC. 

We still have two more days to go this year. 

Caldecotte, 15th July. 

Browns Wood, 9th September. 

Both from 10am until 12 noon. Meeting locations will be circulated closer to the dates. 

We would love to see you there! 

In addition to our organised clean up days some 

of our Guardians have been busy on their own. 

We now have a small army of residents who have 

made litter picking a normal part of their 

everyday dog walking routine. We have equipped 

them with Hi Vis vests, litter pickers and rubbish 

bag holders and they are out making a difference 

every day, and, with MKC litter picking now only 

every 8 weeks, it’s a difference that we need to make. 

Huge thanks go out to David and Sue Wallis and John and Rosemary Sharman for their fantastic 

work at the Herb garden and Monellan Grove play area in Caldecotte. They cleared out bags and 

bags of green waste to get these areas back looking how they should. Now we are going to finish 

the job with some herb planting in the Herb Garden and new plants in the play area. 

If you would like to get involved with the Parish Guardians give us a call on 01908 694758 or email 

Dan on office@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk, or come along to our next meeting on August 

21st, 6:30pm at MK Snap and see how you can help. 
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SUMMER HOLIDAY PLAY SESSIONS 
 

Walton Community Council’s summer holiday sessions are back, and worn out parents of the 

parish can rejoice, as for the first time we are moving to 5 days a week for most of the summer! 

We have a varied program for children aged 4-16 years old and don’t forget, all of our sessions 

are free of charge! Don’t delay! Book your places now! 

On Mondays we will team up with Special Ops to bring you Survival Skills and Kayaking. 

Survival Skills 

Ex-Army Sgt Mack offers kids a special programme based on 

professional survival skills, problem solving and team building. Learn 

how to build an all-weather shelter, start a fire safely and find wild 

foods. Discover the importance of a positive outlook, self-confidence 

and responsibility. Bring a packed lunch, snacks and a drink. 

 

24th July. 31st July. 14th August. Wavendon Gate Pavilion. 10am – 3pm. Ages 7-14 

 

Kayaking 

We are delighted to once again bring you the new experience from Special Ops MK, offering 

Kayaking on the waterways of the UK. Open to anyone aged 8 or above who wants to try 

something exciting and different. Using incredibly safe and stable 3 person inflatable kayaks you 

will be traversing the famous Grand Union canal from Simpson Village and you are sure to have 

plenty of fun!  

We meet next to the V8 bridge over the canal at Simpson (head in to 

Woughton Park off the V8 on Newport Road and turn 1st left back 

towards the canal). Please wear waterproof clothing and bring a 

packed lunch, snacks and drinks.  

7th August. 21st August. 9am – 3pm. Ages 8-16 

 

On Tuesdays it’s time to bust a move, with the Jill Foster Dance Centre. 

Join a 2 hour class combining freestyle to the latest chart hits with 

cheerleading skills. With a fun new theme every week you can learn to 

stunt and cheer like a JFDC cheerleader! Bring a drink and a snack and 

wear suitable clothing and clean trainers.  

25th July. 1st August. 8th August. 22nd August. 29th August. 
Wavendon Gate Pavilion. 10am – 12 noon. Ages 4-14 
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On Wednesdays it’s MKPA 

Back again, the much loved Milton Keynes Play Association Open 

Access Play Sessions are moving to Wednesdays for the holidays, with 

Sports, games, arts and crafts and the ever popular bouncy castle. 

Parents are welcome and encouraged to stay and join in the fun!  

26th July. 2nd August. 9th August. 16th August. 23rd August. 
30th August. Heronsgate School Fields, 10am - 12:30pm, no need to book, just turn up on 
the day. Ages 4-14 

 

On Thursdays, can we kick it? Yes we can! 

Once again we are teaming up with Walton MK FC (formerly Southside 

United) and Sports 4 All to bring you fun football coaching sessions. 

Improve your child’s balance, agility coordination and confidence 

through fun, safe and constructive games. 

27th July. 3rd August. 10th August. 17th August. 24th August. 
Browns Wood Sports Field, 9:30 - 11:30am, no need to book, just 

     turn up on the day. Ages 5-14 

 

And on Fridays, it’s Laser tag time! 

The alternative to Paint Ball, without the mess or the pain. Play at 

being soldiers and enjoy games like Capture the Flag and Team Death 

Match. Bring a packed lunch, snacks and a drink. 

4th August. 11th August. 18th August. 25th August. 1st September. Wavendon Gate 
Pavilion. 10am – 3:30pm. Ages 7-14. 

 

Places on the Survival Skills, Kayaking, Laser Tag and Dance sessions are limited and pre booking is 

essential. Please email Dan on office@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk or call 07726 591029 to 

book your places. Sessions are open to residents of Walton Parish only. (Walnut Tree, Walton, 

Walton Park, Caldecotte, Browns Wood, Old Farm Park, Wavendon Gate) Parents or carers are 

required to sign their children in to the sessions. All sessions except dancing are outdoor 

activities. Please ensure your children are dressed appropriately. 
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SOUTHSIDE UNITED FC 
Article courtesy of Gary Singleton—Chair 

 

Southside United Football Club are delighted to announce that from the start of the 2017-2018 

we will formally change our name to Walton MK Football Club. The name change is to reflect the 

club’s historical base in the Walton Parish and the fact that our players are drawn primarily from 

Walton, Wavendon Gate, Old Farm Park, Caldecotte and Browns Wood. There will be no change 

to the club operations or structure, simply a change in name. 

Speaking about the decision, club spokesman, Mike Perry said, ‘We are 

extremely proud of our 25-year history as Southside United and now it is 

time for us to promote a much more recognisable identity as an intrinsic 

part of our local community. We look forward to building our 

relationships with local schools and businesses and continuing to provide 

a fantastic footballing experience for local children. It’s business as usual 

for Walton MK FC!’ 

The club are very thankful to Walton Community Council for the £3000 grant which will be used 

to help pay for new kits for next season. 

Walton Community Council Chairman, Terry Reynolds commented ‘We have been a strong 

supporter of the volunteers who do a wonderful job in running Southside United. The name 

change is an exciting development and we look forward to continuing our close working 

relationship with the club, their players and supporters, in their new guise as Walton MK FC. 

Good luck to all involved!’ 

Player Recruitment 

With this news we will be actively recruiting players from schools in the local area as well as 

working with Powerleague where we help run the Saturday morning sessions for players aged 4 

to 10. Please call Powerleague on 01908 302990 for more information.  

Sponsorship opportunities 

For those businesses serving the Walton parish, we have several sponsorship opportunities to 

support our volunteer-run club. If you’d like to raise awareness of your business and support a 

great local cause please get in touch and we can talk you through the options. 

Contact us 

You can contact us via e-mail at chairman@southsideunited.com or visit our website, 

www.southsideunited.com (new website coming soon!) 

Have a great summer from all at Walton MK Football Club! 
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MK SNAP 
Article courtesy of Katie James—MK Snap 

Oh! What a picture 

Commissioned paintings 

Talented learners at MK Snap have recently had their paintings on show at an art exhibition at the 

Centre:MK raising awareness of the skills and natural flairs of people with disabilities.  

The exhibition which ran until mid-July was part of the International Disability Awareness Day events 

in Milton Keynes. Anna Dabrowska and Hannah Lyons (pictured here) are showing their love of 

painting. If there’s a painting you’ve always wanted, speak to MK Snap’s canvas art team about doing 

a commission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unique gift and cards 

Looking for that gift with something a bit different? All Snap’s products, hanging baskets, bird boxes, 

cards, plant arrangements are all handmade by our learners with special needs. Each one is uniquely 

crafted by the learners in our dedicated Snap Enterprise sessions and brought to you with great pride 

and care. 

Café 

The MK Snap Cafe opens its doors every Thursday from 10-12.30 to everyone in the local community. 

You can enjoy homemade cakes and a hot drink in our naturally lit atrium area, whilst being waited 

on by our learners. The learners are involved in all aspects of the shop giving them the opportunity to 

develop their customer service skills and also make the cakes themselves within a working kitchen 

environment. 

Please pop by one Thursday and join us, you won’t be disappointed 

Find us at: 20 Bourton Low, Walnut Tree. MK7 7DE. 

Email: Info@mksnap.org  Tel: 01908 690330 Facebook:  @mksnap.org    
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FROM THE WARDS 
Updates from your Milton Keynes Council local Ward Councillors 

Article courtesy of  Councillor David Hopkins—Danesborough and Walton 

Ward, Mayor of Milton Keynes 

Snippets 

Kents Hill Park Free School competition is underway. The assessment panel will be 

meeting on 22nd June with the final decision to be made by the Department for Education 

following the panel’s recommendation. Both the Primary and Secondary schools are on 

target for a September 2018 opening 

Service 8 - From 18th June Arriva revised commercial service 8 again so that the Monday 

to Saturday frequency will be every 20 minutes, currently every 15 minutes. The Monday 

to Saturday daytime service will operate every 20 minutes, rather than every 15 minutes 

as currently. The revised timetable can be found at  

https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/highways-and-transport-hub/bus-and-taxi/bus-

timetables-maps-and-travel-updates 

Oxford – Milton Keynes – Cambridge Expressway 

Many residents have been in contact regarding the possible route of the detailed proposed 

behind the so called O2C Expressway. 

In brief, the Cabinet member with responsibility for ‘Place’ at MK Council agreed to 

support the so called central route for this dual carriageway, fast link closest to MK. That 

does not mean however, that Highways England, who having been granted £27M to 

undertake the design work and are working on the details will actually chose this route in 

the final design. That design is due to be published in March 2019. 

There is some speculation locally that the route through MK might start at M1, Junction 

13, pass through the so-called Aspley Guise corridor, cutting through Wavendon and 

crossing the Bletchley to Bedford rail line between Woburn Sands and Bow Brickhill before 

heading west as a Bletchley southern by-pass. 

If you have an enquiry relating to this project please contact Alan Kirkdale at Highways 

England. You can write to Alan at Highways England, Woodlands, Manton Lane, Bedford, 

MK41 7LW or call him on 0300 4704894 or 07710 958385. Alternatively, email at: 

Alan.Kirkdale@highwaysengland.co.uk 

The area of scope for the Expressway is shown on the right. I will keep you informed. 



Walton Matters   30  

Striving to improve our community 

East West Rail Western Section Phase 2 

 As you may be aware, Network Rail is proposing to improve the railway between Oxford and 

Bedford, and Milton Keynes, Aylesbury and Princes Risborough by upgrading disused and 

underused rail track to provide a new rail link between these important conurbations, and 

provide additional routes and capacity for both passengers and freight. On completion, this new 

rail link will connect the Great Western, Chiltern, West Coast and Midland Main Lines north of 

London and become a vital strategic rail link in Britain’s rail network.  

In September 2015 Network Rail consulted on plans to upgrade and reconstruct existing and 

mothballed sections of line linking Bedford-Bicester and Milton Keynes-Princes Risborough as part 

of the East West Rail Western Section Phase 2 project. Network Rail will require statutory powers 

under a Transport and Works Act Order (TWAO) granted by the Secretary of State for Transport in 

order to construct, maintain and operate the project. 

Network Rail has undertaken further development following the first round of consultation and 

will be holding a second round of consultation beginning on 30 June and ending on 11 August 

2017.   

Network Rail will be holding a number of public exhibitions to give local communities and local 

residents a chance to view our plans and give feedback.  The project team will be available at all 

events to answer any queries. 

These events will take place at the following times and venues:  Tuesday 11 July, 12-8pm 

Bletchley - Scots Sports and Social Club, Selbourne Avenue, MK3 5BX or Wednesday 19 July, 12-

8pm Marston Moretaine - The Forest Centre, Station Road, MK43 0PR 



31   www.waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

FROM THE WARDS 
Updates from your Milton Keynes Council local Ward Councillors 

Article courtesy of  Councillor Alice Jenkins—Danesborough and Walton 

Ward 

As ever, there is a lot going on in Walton at the moment and David, Victoria and I 

are busy working; both on the big issues, such as Plan:MK and investment in local infrastructure, 

as well the smaller ones.  

As chair of Milton Keynes Council's Health committee, I have been spending a lot of time looking 

at how we are being looked after at all stages of life. With so much in the news about funding 

issues, it's really good to see so much money being spent on our hospital. With a new ward and a 

new entrance opened in the past four months and a good CQC rating, it really is going from 

strength to strength and you can even buy a costa while you wait!  

On issues more local, in our last residents survey you told us how disappointed you've been in 

how the council are maintaining the bushes, grass and shrubs across the area. We too are 

concerned about the current level of upkeep and are continuing to raise it with council officers 

and at full council meetings.  

ADVERTISEMENT 
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FROM THE WARDS 
Updates from your Milton Keynes Council local Ward Councillors 

Article courtesy of  Councillor Victoria Hopkins—Danesborough and 

Walton Ward 

Plan:MK 

Milton Keynes Council is working towards the next (and final) Proposed Submission version of 

Plan:MK being approved by Cabinet & Council before the end of 2017 for a 6-week public 

consultation on ‘soundness’.  The plan would then be submitted to the Secretary of State in 

spring 2018 for a public examination in the summer. 

Included in the plan is the proposed development of the so called Caldecotte South area for 

employment. Land east of the approved Church Farm development adjacent to Old Farm Park 

and Wavendon gate is proposed to be subject to a planning moratorium with no additional 

housing development on that area until 2026 at the earliest. 

 https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/plan-mk 

Council urges people not to swim in open water 

The Council’s community safety team are urging people not to go into any open water such as 

canals, rivers and lakes including Caldecotte Lake and the river Ousel 

During hot weather people are more tempted to swim or dive into open water areas but the 

Council is advising that the only safe place to swim is at supervised swimming pools where the 

water is clean and warm and there are lifeguards. 

Around 85% of accidental drownings occur at open water sites. Many of these are due to a lack of 

knowledge and understanding of open water safety. 

Although the water may look calm, cool and inviting, under the surface there may be hidden 

dangers such as weeds, rubbish or branches or strong currents that could cause difficulty to a 

swimmer. 

Equally, the litter across the local area has become a real issue and rather than watch it blow 

about in the breeze, we have been working to get the bins emptied more regularly and ensure 

the council keep on top of it. The Community Councils litter picks have made a real difference too 

and hopefully you're noticing the difference.  

If you have something that needs looking into or if you have a question, no matter how big or 

small, then please do just drop me an email at alice.jenkins@milton-keynes.gov.uk.  
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WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL NOTICES 

WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL OFFICE 

10am—2:30pm 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 

MK SNAP, 20 BOURTON LOW, WALNUT TREE 

01908 694758 / 07726 533705 

VENUE HIRE 

WAVENDON GATE PAVILLION 

Issacson Drive, Wavendon Gate 

MK7 7RZ 01908 584860 

BRITTEN GROVE COMMUNITY CENTRE 

76 Holst Crescent, Old Farm Park 

MK7 8QU 01908 375442 

HERONSBROOK MEETING PLACE 

5 Wadesmill Lane, Walnut Tree 

MK7 7ED 01908 684081 

MK SNAP 

20 Bourton Low, Walnut Tree 

MK7 7DE 01908  690330 

 

 

 

Meets every Sunday at 10:30 at MK Snap 

building, 20 Bourton Low, Walnut Tree 

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARDS 

LOCATED AT 5 PLACES IN THE PARISH 

WALNUT TREE LOCAL CENTRE 

HERONSBROOK MEETING PLACE 

WAVENDON GATE PAVILLION 

BRITTEN GROVE TESCO EXPRESS 

HEYBRIDGE CRESCENT 

UPDATED WEEKLY WITH DETAILS OF 

EVENTS AND MEETINGS 

LOCAL BUSINESSES 

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR NEWSLETTER, 

DELIVERED 3 TIMES A YEAR TO 5100 

HOMES, CONTACT THE OFFICE ON 

01908 694758 

ALLOTMENTS 

WE HAVE PLOTS AVAILABLE ON OUR 

ALLOTMENT SITES. 

CONTACT THE OFFICE ON           

01908 694758 IF YOU ARE 

INTERESTED 
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YOUR COUNCIL – CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 

COUNCILLORS – email: name.surname@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk (hyphenated names typed as one)  

 

STAFF 

 

WARD COUNCILLORS 

 

COUNCIL MEETINGS – held monthly except August    MEDIA 

FULL COUNCIL:     1st Wednesday of the month www.waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

OPERATIONS COMMITTEE:    2nd Tuesday of the month  www.facebook.com/wccmk 

REGULATORY COMMITTEE:    3rd Tuesday of the month  www.twitter.com/wccmk 

PROJECTS COMMITTEE:    4th Tuesday of the month 
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Terry Reynolds - Chairman—Wavendon Gate Mario Toto – Vice Chairman—Old Farm Park & Browns Wood 

David Newland—Old Farm Park & Browns Wood Joanna Bolton—Walnut Tree and Walton 

Phil Chambers—Old Farm Park & Browns Wood Mandy Taylor—Walnut Tree and Walton 

Dawn Filby—Caldecotte Simon Lorrimer-Roberts—Walnut Tree and Walton 

Ian McColl—Wavendon Gate Sara Turnbull—Walnut Tree and Walton 

Lesley Sung – Parish Manager 

01908 694758 or 07726 533705 

email: clerk@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

Dan Preston – Assistant Parish Manager 

01908 694758 or 07726 591029 

email: office@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

Sally King—Finance Officer 

01908 694758 

email: administration@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

Lisa Emmanuel – Projects Officer 

01908 694758 or 07946 317505 

email: projects@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

Henry Sunderland—Warden 

07434  607559 

email: warden@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 
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