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WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

WALTON MATTERS
WELCOME
Welcome to the Winter 2017 issue of Walton
Matters, the newsletter of Walton
Community Council, your local Council.
After a very busy 2016 the coming year also
promises to be a full and varied one for us
here at the Council as we look to move
forward with our projects, both big and small.
We will complete our Redway Refresh
project, which has smartened up our tired
looking pathways and cycle paths. Read more
on this on page 13.
The Play Area refurbishment program will
continue to improve the facilities for play in
the Parish and our latest plans are on page
22.
We have started up our Parish Guardians
community volunteer scheme and we have
some dates set up for community clean up
days. Find out how you can get involved on
page 20.
Perhaps most exciting of all are our plans for
Browns Wood Sports Ground. Read how we
plan to turn this into a hub for the whole
community and how you can help to shape it
on page 19.
And of course, we have all the news from
around the Parish, from our football clubs,
our Ward Councillors and our intrepid
Community Warden!
Happy Reading!
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Striving to improve our community

PARISH MANAGER
Article courtesy of Lesley Sung—Parish Manager
Happy New Year to all our residents.
I hope everyone had a great time over the holiday period. A big thank you to
those residents who came out and braved the cold weather to sing carols around the Christmas
tree at our Christmas Celebration at Hindhead Knoll in early December. WCC were overjoyed to
see so many of you supporting the community and making our event such a big success.
So, now that the festive season is over, we are all looking forward to spring and the warmer
weather. Winter brings us dark nights and for the security conscious, it may be worth visiting
Thames Valley Police winter security site or you may wish to visit Milton Keynes Council’s website
page on safety advice for driving on winter roads:
http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/crime-prevention/home-garden-security/summer-wintersecurity-advice.htm
http://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/highways-and-transport-hub/road-safety/vehicles/safetyadvice-for-driving-in-hazardous-conditions
You can also find details of Milton Keynes Council’s winter maintenance and salting programme
at:
http://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/highways-and-transport-hub/highway-maintenance-hub/
winter-maintenance-salting-and-salt-bins

Councillor Vacancies
Are you community minded? Would you like to have a say in what happens in your community?
Would you like to support your community and work on resident’s behalf? If so, your Community
Council needs you!
There are two Parish Councillor vacancies at Walton Community Council.
In accordance with the Local Elections (Parishes & Communities) (England & Wales) Rules 2006,
an election will be held if, within 14 working days of notice of a vacancy, notice in writing,
requesting such an election is given by 10 electors of the Parish Ward to the Returning Officer
(Milton Keynes Council). Notices have been placed on our community noticeboards, our website
and on our social media giving notice that there are two vacancies for the Wards of ‘Wavendon
Gate’ and ‘Walnut Tree & Walton’. Notice was given on 5 January 2016 and so by the time you
are reading this article, we will know if an election will need to take place.
If an election is to be held, an election will need to take place within 60 days of the date of the
Notice of Vacancy. The date will be determined by the Returning Officer and is likely to be
towards the end of the 60 day period, and so in this case around the end of February/beginning
of March.
In the event that no such request for an election is received, WCC may fill the vacancies by cooption.
Please note that women and ethnic minorities are under-represented on the Council.
For more information, please contact me, Lesley Sung, Parish Manager at WCC or visit our
website.
Walton Matters
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Have you Registered to Vote?
When you move home, you do not get registered at your new address automatically, even if you
pay council tax. If you do not register yourself you may not be able to vote in upcoming elections
or referendums.
Registering to vote is easy:
1. Go to www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
2. Fill in your name, address, date of birth and a few other details. You will need your national
insurance number.
3. Look out for confirmation from your local electoral registration section to say you are
registered.
If you do not have access to the internet, or have difficulty using it, electoral registration staff will
help you to register. Please telephone 01908 254706 or email elections@milton-keynes.gov.uk

HAPPY BIRTHDAY MK!
What notable events happened in 1967?
Launch of the QE2—Radio 1 went on air—1st episode of the iconic 60’s TV show ‘The Prisoner’
The Beatles released their Sergeant Pepper Album and ‘All You Need is Love’ is No.1 in the singles
chart
And of course, Milton Keynes was born!
Milton Keynes is 50 years old this year and there will be a vast range of events taking place to
celebrate. See what’s on and how you can get involved by visiting the MK50 website:
http://www.mk50.co.uk. Events have been developed in partnership with local organisations
across the whole of MK and our own Events Working Group will soon be looking at how it to can
celebrate MK at 50.

UPCOMING EVENTS
This coming year we will bring you more events and activities to bring both young and not
so young in the community together.
After the great success of our Summer Play scheme we will be running a similar scheme in
the Easter Holidays from 3rd April. We will advertise this through our website, social media
and the local schools so keep your eyes peeled for times and locations!
We are also planning our summer coach trips, again one for families and one for our 3rd
agers. We haven’t yet decided where we will be going, but we have a few ideas so we will
let you know as soon as we decide. If you have any suggestions for where you would like to
go please get in touch.
Finally we will be holding our annual fayre later in the year, along with an MK50
celebration. Our Events Group will look into all of these at our February meeting and we
will keep you updated.
For all the latest on our events visit our website or like us on Facebook!
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COMMUNITY GRANTS
Are you a charity, voluntary or community organisation that works with or provides a
service to the residents of the Walton parish area?
Do you need funding to help with a start up or plug a shortfall?
Why don’t you contact Walton Community Council and see if you are eligible for a grant?
Walton Community Council allocates a sum of money each financial year to be awarded as grants to
eligible groups who are formally constituted and can demonstrate that any funding from the Community
Council would benefit Walton Community residents.
Applying is easy - Just visit our website, click on the finance tab and download the simple one page
application form, or contact the Parish Manager at clerk@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk
Since the last newsletter we awarded Pulse Youth £1100 towards equipment used in the Youth Café they
run in Partnership with us here at the Council.
We also awarded £1500 to The Milton Keynes Food Bank towards the costs of running an additional van.
In 2015 the Food Bank helped the residents of Walton by providing 117 food parcels.

Walton Matters
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CHAIRMAN
Article courtesy of Councillor Terry Reynolds—Chairman of the Council
Parish Precept
WCC is a progressive Council with a strategy to protect and enhance the experience of living and
working in the parish and we strongly believe that this aspiration is welcomed by the
overwhelming majority of residents. This strategy is also supported by the results of the recent
Neighbourhood Plan referendum, which provides a mandate for WCC to do even more to protect
the community and environment where we are all fortunate to live.
Your Council’s work requires continuous investment, therefore over recent years we have
increased the precept from £20,000 in 2010/2011 to the new level of £398,000 in 2017/2018. The
latest increase equates to an extra 50 pence per week increase for a Band D home, but it will
make it possible to put in place the additional resources we need to deliver better services, more
community events and valuable projects designed to benefit all our community in line with your
newly adopted Walton Neighbourhood Plan.
The principle threat facing all MK Parish Councils is the impact of year on year cuts to the Milton
Keynes Council budget. This has already manifested itself in declining levels of maintenance and
other services in our community. Furthermore, in recent months senior MKC officials have been
actively seeking every opportunity to present their 2017/2018 budget and future budget
reduction plans to Parish Councils. MKC are now requesting our cooperation to begin discussions
about devolving, to Parish Councils, valued, non-statutory services that are under threat within
their current and future budgets.
After careful thought we have concluded that it is pointless to fight the steady reduction in
funding from central government that is at the root of MKC’s financial problems. We have
therefore included in our precept calculation the need to build additional financial reserves to
enable a process of transition of selected services to be planned and implemented over the
coming years.
Your Councillors are, of course, elected volunteers and we truly believe that we are delivering a
valuable service to Walton’s residents and this includes taking prudent steps to protect and
enhance the Walton area, but of course we always welcome your constructive feedback on how
we could do this better.
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Land at Bergamot Gardens
I have previously updated residents on our plans to sell this land for housing and to use the

proceeds to fund a community facility. The current status is that the marketing and sale of the
land is still ongoing and we will endeavour to ensure that what is built is in keeping with the area.
The community facility we wish to fund with the money raised is still a Pavilion at Browns Wood
Sports Ground and this building will be a valuable new resource that will enhance the use of the
sports ground and provide general meeting space for other community based activities.
If you would like to know more, please contact our Parish Manager or myself.

Walton Matters
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OPERATIONS COMMITTEE
Article courtesy of Councillor David Newland —Chair, Operations Committee

Last August Walton Community Council took over ownership of Browns Wood Sports
Ground through MK Council’s Community Asset Transfer programme. This asset now falls upon the
Operations Committee to look after. As a council we are committed to not only maintaining it as a sports
ground but improving the facilities provided at the ground and associated infrastructure. You may have
noticed recently that we have improved and extended the footpaths, which now go all of the way round
the field replaced the goal posts and installed 4 new benches. These improvements have been carried
out at no cost to our residents as funding was obtained through S106 developer monies. More
improvements are planned and are detailed on page 19 in this newsletter.
As part of the Council's commitment to improve the sports ground we commissioned a pitch drainage
survey and an FA inspection report. This was recently carried out with representatives from the Council
together with the groundsman from Serco who currently maintain the pitches. I am pleased to inform
residents that our pitches received a good report from the FA inspection, confirming that they were in
good condition and did not require any further drainage improvements. An improved maintenance plan
was proposed by the FA which we will now study and decide how these recommendations can be
implemented into our new maintenance contract which will go out to tender soon.
We have recently set up a Browns Wood Sports Ground User Group, the first meeting having taken place
just before Christmas with our main user Southside United. It was a good opportunity for both parties to
air their views on its operation, and for the Council to share its plans for future improvements, usage and
operation. One of main topics of discussion was the pavilion, which will include changing room facilities.
Walton Community Council will be publishing a monthly booking schedule which will be available for
residents to access via our website and the new Browns Wood Sports Ground noticeboards. As a council
we are committed to the continued open access of this facility for use by residents but will be randomly
monitoring the usage of the pitches for unauthorized use either for training or football matches by teams
or organisations that have not paid.
Finally, we are delighted to be teaming up with Thames Valley Police to bring you a series of ‘Have Your
Say’ drop in sessions where you can come and chat to your local neighbourhood policing team and WCC
about any issues that you may have. Details of dates and times for these drop in sessions are on page 28.
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GREEN BIN CAMPAIGN
Have You Fed Your Green Bin Today?
As much as 40% of the material in black sacks could be food waste and only 25% of food waste is being
put in the green bin, according to Milton Keynes Council.
Early December, MKC launched its Recycle & Reward Scheme
for Parish, Town and Community Councils which aimed to raise
awareness of recycling food waste through the use of the
caddy and green bin. By promoting the use of the green bin,
local councils earn a reward (35p per household).
Walton Community Council received £1,700 for promoting the
scheme and has decided to spend a major part of the award on
the refurbishment and painting of benches in play areas
throughout the parish. Some of them are looking rather shabby
and could do with more than just a lick of paint!
Walton’s average green bin tonnage for the last 3 Decembers
(2013-2015) was 49.56t and the tonnage collected during
December 2016 was 56.94t, an increase of 7.38t! Your efforts
have paid off!
And here is where you can help us even more – the more you
make use of your green bin, the more opportunity for your local council to receive bonus payments to
which would be used to directly benefit the community. These additional rewards are available for the 3
most improved local councils in MK:
Gold Award: £5,000 for the most improved
Silver Award: £2,000 for the second most improved
Bronze Award: £1,000 for the third most improved
Of course the real reward is improved use of our green bins,
but after 1 month, Walton Community Council is in line for a
bonus payment. There are still 2 more months to go, but it’s a
great start! Well done!
For more information, please contact the Parish Manager or
visit

http://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/waste-recycling/
recycle-reward-scheme-for-parish-town-andcommunity-councils-2016-17

Walton Matters
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WARDEN’S RAMBLE
Article courtesy of Henry Sunderland—Community Warden

A day in the life…
As a resident of the Parish my working day starts as soon as I leave my front door. The
Community Council have kindly supplied me with a state of the art mountain bike, despite
a paucity of mountains within the Parish!
I am employed on a part-time basis and patrol the
parish covering up to 15 miles per day, come rain or
shine but at this time of the year its nearly always rain.
I am the main administrator of the allotments, which
includes monthly inspections and I also carry out
regular inspections of local Play Areas and the Trim Trail at Caldecotte Lake.
Recently there has been a spate of fly-tipping, including
abandoned shopping trolleys, sofas on and around the
redways and bizarrely some individual had abandoned
a pushchair half way up a tree.
Litter is a problem in the Parish and although much of
it is collected by Milton Keynes Council, a lot is not. To
help combat this problem WCC are starting up a Parish
Guardians scheme, encouraging local community
volunteers to help clean up the worst affected areas.
See more about this scheme on page 20. We are always looking to involve more volunteers
so please contact WCC if you are interested in becoming a Parish Guardian.
You can also report issues like this as well as overgrown hedges, damaged redways,
potholes and abandoned vehicles directly to Milton Keynes Council on
https://mycouncil.milton-keynes.gov.uk
9
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Hot spots for littering tend to be in car parks, and underpasses. One particular underpass
between Walnut Tree (Comfrey Close) and Walton Park (Limbaud Close) seems to be used
as a dumping ground for dog poo bags with over 30 bags at the last count. This is a strange
thing to do as the Council provides over 30 dog poo bins placed strategically throughout
the Parish, with 2 new bins scheduled for installation soon opposite Bartholomew Close
and around the junction of Walton Road and Tamworth Stubb. Wherever you walk your
dogs within the Parish you are never far away from a dog bin and we ask all our dog
owning residents to ensure that their dogs’ poo is disposed of in the correct way.

Correct receptacle for dog poo bags

Incorrect receptacle for dog poo bags

Over Christmas there was some vandalism at
Browns Wood Sports Ground where one of the
yellow bollards, which allow vehicle access to the
site, had been removed and thrown in Caldecotte
Brook. The bollard has now been fixed and locks
secured to prevent this happening in the future.

Walton Matters
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PROJECTS COMMITTEE
Article courtesy of Councillor Mario Toto —Chair, Projects Committee
Work continues on the delivery of our existing project commitments and also on the
planning phase for several projects including some new ones for the coming year. The following is a
brief summary of our activity over the last few months.
The ever popular ‘Trim Trail’ exercise equipment set around Caldecotte Lake has been extended by
the installation of two more stations each containing two pieces of equipment. Contracts for the
inspection and maintenance of all the equipment are now in place. So all set and ready for the new
year’s fitness resolutions.
In the last update, it was mentioned that a strategic review of our play areas was under way. The
review took a holistic approach to consider the condition and usage and relative locations of all the
play areas in the parish, and we are now reviewing the recommendations in partnership with Milton
Keynes Council. Whilst we have identified a number of play areas for investment and upgrade, there
are also some that for various reasons might be better used as general green open space amenity
land for example. It is our intention to put forward these proposals for consultation.
Our programme of fixing and repainting all of the yellow bollards will resume as soon as possible
weather permitting. Meanwhile, concerning the Redway signs, after some delays due to discussions
and approvals of the design with Milton Keynes Council, we are now back on track and soon we
should be seeing brand new directional signs and bridge signs to replace all the existing ones
throughout the parish.
The first phase of improvements to the recently acquired Browns Wood Sports Ground has been
completed. Regular users may have noticed the footpath has been resurfaced and now been
extended all the way around the field. We are presently looking at concept ideas for the sports
pavilion/general community facility and associated outdoor leisure facilities. More information on
this will be published in due course.
New for 2017 will be a project to look at how we could better use Hindhead Knoll in Walnut Tree.
The quality of this green space, central location and ease of access identifies this amenity as a
candidate for some investment to render it more useful perhaps as a community focal point for
outdoor events. We are gathering ideas at present and would welcome any suggestions from
residents.
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Projects come in all shapes and sizes and we are delighted to announce the beginnings of a resident
volunteer group that will be known as the ‘Parish Guardians’. We thank these community-minded
people who have already come forward to offer their time in supporting our activities. These might
range from keeping WCC informed of any landscaping, littering and other environmental and
community concerns, to working directly on specific projects such as small area landscape
maintenance. Let’s work together to make this an even better place to live.

REGULATORY COMMITTEE
Article courtesy of Councillor Mandy Taylor —Chair, Regulatory Committee

To ensure that parish councils are complying with the laws regarding the use of taxpayers’ money
and following best practice with respect to governance, all parish councils are subject to audit,
and we are no exception.
As part of the audit process councils are required to appoint an internal auditor to inspect their
financial records and general governance procedures. The internal auditor then has to sign a
section of the Annual Return which is sent to an external auditor appointed by the Government.
Despite the name, the internal auditor is not part of the council but an independent person or
company.
Walton has decided that the best method would be to have 2 internal audits in a year, an interim
audit and a final audit as the financial liabilities of the Council will be expanding now that it owns
and has responsibility for the playing fields at Browns Wood.
The council has just received its interim report which concluded that, in the areas examined,
Walton continues to have effective systems in place that should ensure that transactions are free
from misstatement. However, the auditor did indicate some areas which could be improved.
That when approving grants and donations to local bodies, the minutes should identify the
relevant powers relied on for such payments, and also that the Council should review the current
level of Fidelity Guarantee insurance cover.
These suggestions will be discussed at a committee meeting and a recommendation made to full
council.
Walton Matters
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REDWAY REFRESH
Article courtesy of Lisa Emmanuel—Projects Officer
Sadly the weather has interrupted the ongoing refurbishment of the redway
bollards, but rest assured as soon as the weather improves, works will re-commence. I am sure you
will agree that where works have been completed it greatly improves the appearance of the area.
The blue directional signs on the redways across the whole parish are due to be replace in the coming
months. The signs have been ordered and we await confirmation from the contractors on when
works will take place. I look forward to finally being able to read the signs when doing my site visits
throughout the area.
The final element for this phase of improvements will be the replacement of the bridge and
underpass signs. All of the signs have now been mapped, including identifying locations which
previously have not had signs in place. The information has been shared with Milton Keynes Council
and the specification for the signs is being finalised before instructing the work to commence.
ADVERTISEMENT
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Hedgerows Family centre is based on Netherfield and serves several estates in the local area, including
Browns Wood, Caldecotte, Old Farm Park, Walton, Walnut tree and Wavendon Gate. Hedgerows has
been running since 2008 and has recently become a Family centre, but is still offering a Children centre
service. The centre is open every day from 8 am until 4.30 pm and works in partnership with families to
offer services which include running play sessions for parents and their children, adult education courses
and is a one stop shop where parents can meet their Health Visitor or an employment co-ordinator who
can support them with finding work or training. The centre has lots of facilities including a sensory room
that can be booked and a small café where parents can meet friends, whilst their children play. Please see
our timetable for further information. We also run a Stay and Play session at Wavendon Gate Pavilion
every second and fourth Thursday of the month and a Baby Group every first and third Thursday of the
month. The centre also offers home visits to Parents who would like some support or someone to talk to.
Please ring 01908 239000 for further details. We also have a calendar which shows session times and a
Facebook page. We look forward to seeing you soon.
ADVERTISEMENT
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Article courtesy of Lesley Sung—Parish Manager
Everyone at WCC was really pleased that so many residents came out to vote in
the referendum held on 17 November 2016 to support of the Walton
Neighbourhood Plan.
Turnout: 14.6%
In favour of the plan: 88.5%
Not in favour of the plan: 11.3%
Spoilt ballot papers: 0.2%
At first glance, the turnout seems low, but for a standalone referendum, this neighbourhood
referendum had one of the highest turnouts in MK to date.
Subsequently the Plan was sent to Milton Keynes Council, and at a meeting of its Full Council held
on 11 January 2017 and in accordance with the provisions of Section 38(A)(4) of the Planning and
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, the Walton Neighbourhood Plan received unanimous support,
was formally adopted and will now form part of Milton Keynes Council’s Development Plan. A
Neighbourhood Plan, once adopted, carries more weight than a Supplementary Planning
Document and the Plan will now become a material consideration when deciding development
proposals within the area covered by the plan.
MKC’s Cabinet Member for Place, Councillor Liz Gifford gave her full support to an “excellent,
clear and thoughtful plan that fully engaged the local community”, “encapsulating good
community governance”. Monkston & Kingston Ward Councillors Jenni Ferrans and Vanessa
McPake added their support to a “a very well engaged” Plan and Danesborough & Walton Ward
Councillor Alice Jenkins spoke in support of a “thoroughly good plan that went above and beyond
what was required”.
The Neighbourhood Plan was produced and developed by a Neighbourhood Plan Working Group
that consisted of both residents and Parish Councillors and chaired by local resident Stuart
Copeland. Walton Community Council would like to formally thank Stuart and members of the
Neighbourhood Plan Working Group for the valuable contribution they made in developing a
sustainable plan that will provide direction for development in the area over the next 10 years.
The Council would also like to say a big thank you to all our residents who helped to develop the
plan by giving their views on the plan and attending our consultation events.
15
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DANCING FOR FUN AND FITNESS
Approaching the warm summer months, with the promise of holidays, beaches and days out, many of
us are making extra effort to get in shape and feel good. With this in mind, how about encouraging
our children to join in, get active and have fun!
Healthy lifestyles are not just for us grown-ups. Motivating children from an early age to take part in a
sport or activity that they enjoy is essential in the development of good, healthy habits.
The motto of the Jill Foster Dance Centre (JFDC) is ‘Dancing for Fun and Fitness’ and this is definitely
the case with all of the varied classes on offer. The JFDC provides dance for all ages, from walking
upwards, which are both structured and fun, with many opportunities available for those who wish to
develop their skills.
Dance is often cited as the perfect all round workout, for both body and mind and is a social and fun
activity, so the participants don’t even realize what a sweat they are building up!
There is also nothing to lose, as many of the JFDC classes offer a FREE taster session!
For further information, as well as a full class schedule for your area, please visit:
www.jfdc.co.uk
Please don’t hesitate to ask if you have any questions at jill@jfdc.co.uk
Or why not come and ‘like’ The Jill Foster Dance Centre on Facebook to be kept up to date with the
latest news.
We look forward to seeing you in class soon!

Walton Matters
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CHRISTMAS COACH TRIP
Just before Christmas we gathered a coach load of our 3rd age residents and pottered down the
motorway to visit the Christmas Market in St Albans. After a week of bad weather running up to the trip
we were lucky to be greeted by a bright, sunny winter day. After a walk around the market, many chose
to spend some time looking around the
amazing Cathedral or having a stroll
around the Abbey Orchard or The
Verulamium Park. A bite to eat and a bit
of shopping and everyone was ready to
hop back on the coach and head back
home. Everyone agreed it was a fine day
out and we are looking forward to
bringing you more trips in summer 2017.
Keep your eyes on our website and our
Facebook page to see what we have in
store!
ADVERTISEMENT
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CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
Christmas just wouldn’t be Christmas without the Walton Community Council Christmas Celebration, now
would it?
In the 4 years we have been running the event we have tried to offer a little something extra each time,
and this time around it was our biggest ever. We had local chutney, cakes
and honey, and jams made from fruit grown here in the parish. Also we
hosted stalls selling toys and handmade gifts. Most importantly the
residents turned out in force to support the event, with over 500 people
packing out the Venue. We turned on the Christmas tree lights and sang
carols, beautifully led by Alise from Wavendon Church, whilst our younger
residents hung decorations on the tree.

Everybody then made their way back
inside the venue, where the wine was
flowing and the music was grooving. The
Walton High School Jazz band got the
party started and The Retro Vocals got
everyone up and dancing. The Council kids’
craft table was a massive hit, with all the
crafting kits used up after only an hour.

The children loved the magician, who wowed with his close
up magic and balloon animals. Of course, you can’t have a
Christmas celebration without Father Christmas and we were
lucky enough to hold our event on a day when he was able to
park his sleigh on top of the Venue and join us, handing out
gifts and posing for photos with the children.
We’d like to thank all our residents who came out, braved
the cold and the crowds, and made the event a great success.
We are already looking forward to the next one!

Walton Matters
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BROWNS WOOD SPORTS GROUND
Article courtesy of Lisa Emmanuel—Projects Officer
Development Plans
Now that WCC have taken over the management of the sports ground, we
are progressing plans for improvements to maximise the potential and provide additional
facilities for the whole community. You may have seen the recent improvements and
extension to the boundary footpath, with more recently the replacement of the benches
and addition of a new one, including the facility of wheelchair access.
The picture below shows some early concept plans of the types of facilities we are
considering, all of which have been proposed as a result of community feedback over the
last 2-3 years.

It is important to stress, these are just concept layout drawings to show how the various
elements might fit alongside the existing football pitches. No decisions have been taken as
yet and we are now inviting residents to find out more and offer their thoughts and ideas
before more detailed plans are drawn up.
You can view this and additional drawings on our website at
www.waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk
Or why not come along to one of our drop-in events at MK Snap where you can view the
ideas, meet with staff and councillors to give your feedback.
19
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The events are on-

Saturday 4th March 2017—11am-1pm
Wednesday 15th March 2017—6.30pm-8.30pm
Are you a local group or organisation who need a facility?
Could a Community Pavilion at Browns Wood provide an answer?
Come along to the drop-in events or contact us on
projects@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk or phone 01908 694758

PARISH GUARDIANS
Article courtesy of Lesley Sung—Parish Manager
Are you interested in your community? Do you like to volunteer? Happy to
get your hands dirty? Want to meet likeminded people and have some fun
at the same time?
No one knows your community better than you – that is why we are looking for local
volunteers to help make our community a better and cleaner place to live.
In our last newsletter, we asked Walton residents to consider becoming a Parish Guardian.
We gathered names of those who were interested although at the time there was no
absolute plan or expectation around the kind of volunteering that any person would
undertake. This was something that Walton Community Council wanted volunteers to
develop themselves.
Following initial meetings, volunteers seemed keen to undertake some clean-up days which
could include tasks such as litter-picking, graffiti removal, cleaning road signs and street
furniture, cutting back brambles and shrubs that are impeding the footpath and maybe
even a tidy up of the herb garden at Caldecotte.
Although specifics are yet to be finalised, four dates have been identified for clean-up days:
Saturday 22 April 2017 10am—12 noon—Walnut Tree, meet at the Youth Shelter on
Hindhead Knoll.
Saturday 23 June 2017 10am—12 noon—area in Wavendon Gate
Saturday 15 July 2017 10am—12 noon—area in Caldecotte
Saturday 9 September 2017 10am—12 noon—area in Browns Wood
Anyone interested in volunteering should contact either the Assistant Parish Manager:
office@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk, our Community Warden:
warden@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk or telephone the WCC office on 01908 694758.
All volunteers will receive training and will be provided with appropriate protective
clothing as required.
A big thank you to all our volunteer Parish Guardians!
Walton Matters
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PLAY AREA REFURBISHMENT
Article courtesy of Lisa Emmanuel—Projects Officer

We have had lots of positive feedback on the refurbishment at Isaacson Drive/Trumpton Lane,
despite the cold weather it has been lovely to see the children playing there.
Now that the landscaping works have been completed at Studley Knapp, as soon as the weather
allows we should see the final piece of equipment going in, so you will be able to test your skills at
table football soon.

Wavendon Gate Pavilion Play Area
We are due to visit Wavendon Gate Primary School this term to get the children’s involvement in
the plans for refurbishing the play area adjacent to Wavendon Gate Pavilion. We are really
excited about engaging with the school and the children’s feedback will help support our funding
bid to progress the plans. Further information will be shared with local residents as the ideas take
shape, we would welcome everyone’s input into the design and details for the whole area going
forward. Look out for more news in future newsletters, our website and on our noticeboards.

Stevens Field/Shuttleworth Grove, Wavendon Gate
We will also be involving the pupils from Wavendon Gate School in the plans for this area. The
proximity of the sites will be taken into account when discussing ideas for a natural play space at
this location.

Monellan Grove, Caldecotte
Whilst the equipment at Monellan Grove is in good condition, the surrounding landscaping is
impacting on play and enjoyment of the area. A bid has been submitted to carry out landscaping
improvements, which will benefit all ages. We would like to completely strip out all vegetation
from the circular bed, leaving the tree in the centre in addition to carrying out clearance works all
around the site. The plan will then be to plant more suited low-lying shrubs, bulbs etc. to prevent
the current issues recurring.
If you would be interested in joining a working party to do some of the planting in the spring and
summer months please drop me a line or contact the office:
projects@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk
Tel: 01908 694758
Walton Matters
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SOUTHSIDE UNITED FC
Article courtesy of Gary Singleton—Chair
The New Season's off to a Flyer
Coming to the halfway stage of the season its time to reflect on how the season has gone and
look forward to the second half.
Very importantly, enjoyment levels are high
across all teams and age groups. We have also
continued to see players work with
professional clubs like Luton and the MK Dons,
as well as represent the schools county team.
In the second half of the year some of our
players will go on tour with the Dons to
Holland, which is always a very memorable
experience for them.
As discussed last time, Browns Wood Sports Ground is now managed locally by Walton
Community Council.
I'm delighted to say that the transition from MK council to Walton Council has been very smooth.
Indeed we are pleased that one of the first things the new managers did was to call a Football
Association expert on ground maintenance with a view to improving the pitches at Browns
Wood. This is great news, as playing the beautiful game in the right way is Southside's philosophy
and you need a decent surface to be able to do this. Many thanks to Walton Community Council
from all at Southside.
Apart from water logged pitches, another hazard for our young footballers is dog waste left on
the pitches. Apart from being illegal it is also very dangerous as diseases can be passed on to the
players. Please pick up your dogs waste and put in the bins provided by Walton council.
Finally, Southside paid respect
On Remembrance weekend, Southside United
teams wore poppies on their shirts to pay
tribute to the millions who have been affected
by war. All of our teams marked the occasion
with a minutes silence prior to kick-off.
For more information and news about Southside
United Football Club please go to our website.
www.southsideunited.com

Walton Matters

24

WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

WOBURN AND WAVENDON FC
Article courtesy of Robert Hill—Vice Chair

Under 6 Sunday Football Coaching Sessions
One of the area’s largest and longest established FA Standard Youth Football Clubs is launching a
programme of coaching sessions aimed at girls and boys aged under 6 years. Commencing January 29 th
2017 at the PowerLeague in Walnut Tree, they will run every Sunday from 11am till 12 Noon (during term
time) for 12 weeks. The sessions will then switch to one of WWFC’s grass pitch locations. Players can join
the sessions at any point during the initial 12 weeks.
The aim is to provide a safe and fun environment for children of all abilities to develop skills, techniques
and experience whilst making loads of new friends. This will be a direct feeder into the Club’s Under 7
teams and the MK & District Development League for next season. FA qualified WWFC coaches will guide
and control all sessions. They have full Safeguarding & DBS certification, placing the care and protection
of children first.
“The Club places huge importance on these sessions, ensuring that youngsters and their families enjoy a
safe, fun-filled introduction to grassroots football that will set in play years of excitement and
achievement” commented Robert Hill, Club Chairman.
Spaces will be limited, so please contact Ian Williams to secure your place. Mob:- 07802572233.
Email:- ian.williams@connectedness.co.uk
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MK SNAP
Article courtesy of Maureen McColl—CEO, MK Snap
The staff and learners at MK Snap would like to wish everyone a very Happy New Year.
As your local charity, based in Walnut Tree, we would like to thank Walton Community Council
for their continued support and to the local residents who support us in so many ways.
2017 is a big year for Milton Keynes (MK50) and for MK Snap who celebrate 25 years of providing
services to adults with learning and physical disabilities.
We have lots of events planned over the next twelve months and we will keep you updated with
these via our website, Facebook and Twitter.

Our café is open every Thursday morning from 10.30 – 12.30 and is gaining quite a reputation for
the friendly service and the lovely cakes. Please come along and support your local community
café where you will be sure to receive a warm welcome.
Do you have time on your hands? Would you like to volunteer for a couple of hours a week? We
have a variety of sessions and opportunities. Please pop in or contact us on 01908 690330.
We look forward to working with our local community over the next twelve months.
Thank you for your support

Walton Matters
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FROM THE WARDS
Updates from your Milton Keynes Council local Ward Councillors
Article courtesy of Councillor David Hopkins—Deputy Mayor of Milton
Keynes
MK Expansion planning and the east west road Expressway
Important decisions will be made in 2017 concerning the future growth of Milton Keynes (under
the development of the council’s local plan known as Plan:MK). Intrinsically linked with this plan
are the latest proposals for East West Rail and for a planned Oxford – Cambridge Expressway (via
MK).
On 21 February, the MK Council Cabinet will be deciding whether or not to go out to consultation
on a series of proposals for the future growth of MK to take place over the coming 20 years.
Under these proposals land east of Church Farm (the area that adjoins Old Farm Park and
Wavendon Gate) will be classified as Strategic Reserve and not allowed to come forward for
development before 2026. In effect, that land will be held in reserve as a potential corridor for
the route of the East West Expressway. The Councils official position is that this would be the
preferred route as this proposed dual carriageway snakes from east to west across the city.
With regards to East West Rail, The Secretary of State for Transport, The Rt. Hon. Chris Grayling
MP, has announced a new approach to deliver East West Rail. His plan is to create a new East
West Rail organisation which will be an integrated rail operation. The new East West Rail
organisation will deliver the design, construction and operation of the missing railway link
between Oxford and Cambridge. Rob Brighouse, former Managing Director of Chiltern Railways,
has been appointed chairman.
Full details of the announcement may be viewed here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/transport-secretary-puts-passengers-at-the-heart-of-therailway
Can I wish you a peaceful and prosperous 2017.
Cllr David Hopkins - Danesborough & Walton ward
David.hopkins@milton-keynes.gov.uk
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FROM THE WARDS
Updates from your Milton Keynes Council local Ward Councillors
Article courtesy of Councillor Victoria Hopkins
East West Rail – Silent Track
Given the level of concern expressed by local residents with regards to the potential additional
noise and vibration that might occur with the planned enhanced use of the line between Bletchley
and Bedford as part of East West Rail, I have written to Network Rail requesting that they install
the Tata Steel developed special railway track called Silent Track on the route to help reduce rail
traffic noise in and around the built up areas by up to 50%.
The installation of Silent Track should form part of the upgrade programme, which will involve
more frequent, longer and new trains serving the branch line stations by the start of the new
decade.
Whilst your local councillors support the East West Rail upgrade as part of the overall integrated
transport improvements for the Oxford – MK – Cambridge Arc, they do consider it to be vitally
important to consider measures to keep noise to a minimum for local residents and businesses.
Silent Track will reduce peak noise levels from moving trains by about a half. This could mean that
the enhanced railway, when it opens, should have no greater noise impact than the existing
railway.
Plans for the opening remain 2024 for the additional services between Bedford and Oxford and
2030 for the possible electrification of the route as part of a so called Central Spine linking
Southampton with Sheffield.
Can I take this opportunity of wishing you a very happy and prosperous 2017.
Cllr Victoria Hopkins- Danesborough & Walton Ward
Victoria.hopkins@milton-keynes.gov.uk

REPORT IT OR REQUEST IT
Have you seen rubbish on the streets? Fly tipping? Graffiti? Do you need to report and abandoned vehicle
or even a missed rubbish collection? You can do all of this and more on the Milton Keynes Council
website. Order new green bins, blue boxes or grey caddies, get help with bulky waste items or get help to
move your waste and recycling. Simply visit
http://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/waste-recycling/report-or-request-it
Walton Matters

28

WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

FROM THE WARDS
Updates from your Milton Keynes Council local Ward Councillors
Article courtesy of Councillors Vanessa McPake and Jenni Ferrans
We represent the Monskton Ward on Milton Keynes Council which includes Walnut Tree
and the Waltons in the Walton Community Council Area.
Ward councillors are always busy! In winter MK Council does its main landscaping work.
Please let us know of any brambles on Council land that need to be removed. We also
deal with winter issues such as grit bins, and get MKC and housing association tenants
the housing repairs they need to keep out the cold and damp. On MK Council, Labour
will publish their budget recommendations on the website soon, so have a look and tell
us what you think. After that, the long term big issue is the next Local Plan for the development of Milton
Keynes. Too many of our young people can’t leave home because there are not enough affordable new
homes for them, but we need to make sure there are jobs, schools, GPs, etc. as well, and that the traffic
doesn’t grind to a halt! The Council will consult on the draft Plan in the spring, so please look out for the
exhibitions and make your comments. Very locally, Jenni is doing a lot of work on getting your street
lights fixed and Vanessa on getting the bus shelters sorted out – do let us know of any problems. Finally,
MK Council approved the Walton Community Council’s Walton Neighbourhood Plan recently. Well done
to all those who worked hard developing and commenting on it.

CA: MK COMMUNITY CAR SERVICE
Do you need a lift?
Do you struggle to get to a doctor’s, dentist or hospital appointment, or a social
engagement? CA: MK Community Car Service is for you!
Using friendly, local volunteer drivers, the Community Car Service provides a door to door
service to get you where you need to be.
An annual registration fee and per mile journey charges apply.
For more information or to register call 01908 670309 and speak to Sarah, Laura or Tracy.
Drivers wanted
Do you have some free time? Are you a car owner and do you enjoy driving? Would you
like to help people in your local area by becoming a volunteer car driver?
CA: MK Community Car Service are looking for people with their own cars willing to give
their time to drive people to a range of appointments and activities. It’s a totally flexible,
voluntary role. You choose what to do and how often.
To find out more call 01908 670309 and speak to Tracy Whitmore or Laura Jeffery.
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HAVE YOUR SAY
What concerns you most about your local area? Walton Community Council
is teaming up with your local neighbourhood policing team for some drop in
sessions where you can come and talk to us about what really matters to
you. Representatives from WCC and your local PCSO will be present at each
session. We will be holding these every month on a Thursday morning at the Mk Snap Café from 10:30 to
11:30am, so come along and air your views over a cup of tea and a slice of cake!
The dates for 2017 are as follows—

2nd March

13th July

30th March

10th August

27th April

14th September

25th May

2nd November

22nd June

7th December
ADVERTISEMENT
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WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL NOTICES
WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL OFFICE
10am—2:30pm
MONDAY—FRIDAY
MK SNAP, 20 BOURTON LOW, WALNUT TREE
01908 694758 / 07726 533705

Meets every Sunday at 10:30 at MK Snap
building, 20 Bourton Low, Walnut Tree

VENUE HIRE

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARDS

WAVENDON GATE PAVILLION

LOCATED AT 5 PLACES IN THE PARISH

Issacson Drive, Wavendon Gate
MK7 7RZ 01908 584860

WALNUT TREE LOCAL CENTRE

BRITTEN GROVE COMMUNITY CENTRE

HERONSBROOK MEETING PLACE

76 Holst Crescent, Old Farm Park

WAVENDON GATE PAVILLION

MK7 8QU 01908 375442

HERONSBROOK MEETING PLACE

BRITTEN GROVE TESCO EXPRESS

5 Wadesmill Lane, Walnut Tree

HEYBRIDGE CRESCENT

MK7 7ED 01908 684081

UPDATED WEEKLY WITH DETAILS OF

MK SNAP

EVENTS AND MEETINGS

20 Bourton Low, Walnut Tree
MK7 7DE 01908 690330

ALLOTMENTS
LOCAL BUSINESSES

WE HAVE PLOTS AVAILABLE ON OUR
ALLOTMENT SITES.

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR NEWSLETTER,
DELIVERED 3 TIMES A YEAR TO 5100
HOMES, CONTACT THE OFFICE ON
01908 694758
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YOUR COUNCIL – CONTACTS AND INFORMATION
COUNCILLORS – email: name.surname@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk (hyphenated names typed as one)
Terry Reynolds - Chairman—Wavendon Gate

Mario Toto – Vice Chairman—Old Farm Park & Browns Wood

David Newland—Old Farm Park & Browns Wood

Joanna Bolton—Walnut Tree and Walton

Phil Chambers—Old Farm Park & Browns Wood

Mandy Taylor—Walnut Tree and Walton

Dawn Filby—Caldecotte

Simon Lorrimer-Roberts—Walnut Tree and Walton

STAFF
Lesley Sung – Parish Manager

Dan Preston – Assistant Parish Manager

01908 694758 or 07726 533705

01908 694758 or 07726 591029

email: clerk@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

email: office@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

Sally King—Finance Officer

Lisa Emmanuel – Projects Officer

01908 694758

01908 694758 or 07946 317505

email: administration@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

email: projects@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

Henry Sunderland—Warden
07434 607559
email: warden@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

WARD COUNCILLORS
WAVENDON GATE, CALDECOTTE, OLD FARM PARK, BROWNS WOOD

WALNUT TREE, WALTONS

david.hopkins@milton-keynes.gov.uk

jenni.ferrans@milton-keynes.gov.uk

victoria.hopkins@miltonkeynes.gov.uk

vanessa.mcpake@milton-keynes.gov.uk

alice.jenkins@milton-keynes.gov.uk

andrew.buckley@milton-keynes.gov.uk

COUNCIL MEETINGS – held monthly except August

MEDIA

FULL COUNCIL:

1st Wednesday of the month

www.waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

OPERATIONS COMMITTEE:

2nd Tuesday of the month

www.facebook.com/wccmk

REGULATORY COMMITTEE:

3rd Tuesday of the month

www.twitter.com/wccmk

PROJECTS COMMITTEE:

4th Tuesday of the month
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