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EDITORIAL
Article courtesy of Councillor David Newland—Editor

Welcome to our autumn edition of Walton Matters packed full of information about your local
community and Walton Community Council’s activities. Since our last edition we have been busy and have
lots to tell you about.
In a first for the Council I am pleased to inform you that we have now taken over the ownership of
Browns Wood Sports Ground from Milton Keynes Council through the Community Asset Transfer scheme.
This presents many opportunities for the Council, some of which you may be aware of, like the building of
a Pavilion and enhancing the play facilities.
Walton Community Council’s Events Working Party has also been busy throughout the summer organising
events for the community, including the Family Fit and Fun day and our Summer Fayre. Both events were
well attended, especially the recent Summer Fayre, and although it had to be held indoors due to the
windy weather, this did not seem to dampen the community spirit. A big thank you goes out to all of our
residents for supporting this event, but we would especially like to thank MK Snap for letting us have full
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use of their facility which helped to make the day a success. We also held two subsidised coach trips this
summer. A family coach trip to Southend-on-Sea which was requested by residents, and a trip to
Hunstanton for the older residents. For reports on all of these events please see pages 17, 18 and 21.
A wide range of activities were arranged throughout the summer for our young citizens, including football
coaching provided by Southside United, Open Access Play Sessions from Mk Play Association, Special Ops
Laser Tag and Survival skills and a wide range of activities provided by New Stars Art Academy. All proved
very popular. Please see pages 19 and 20 for more details.
Our Projects Committee has been working hard to deliver a wide range of projects. Our Redway Refresh
project is making good progress and is being implemented in several stages throughout the Parish. This
project should be complete by the end of the year. Trumpton Lane and Studley Knapp have had
makeovers and the new Simpson Drive play area is now complete. Please read the project report on page
22 for more details, and see page 14 for pictures from the Simpson play area opening event.
After several years of hard work, we are finally ready to hold a referendum on our Neighbourhood Plan,
which we anticipate will be on Thursday 10th November. We are keen for as many residents as possible to
turn out and vote. If you want to read the Plan you can do so on our website, or copies are available in the
Walton Community Council office. See pages 15 and 16 for more information.

Walton Community Council staff and Councillors at Browns Wood Sports Ground
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PARISH MANAGER
Article courtesy of Lesley Sung—Parish Manager
It has been a full year since I joined Walton Community Council and what an eventful
year it has been! - Two annual fayres, a Christmas celebration a family fit and fun day as
well as a handful of coach trips for our older residents. We took note of the feedback from our residents
and this year we organised a family coach trip to Southend-on-Sea. The free play activities we arranged
over the Easter and summer school holidays have been a great success with record attendances and we
are receiving very positive feedback from both children and parents that have taken part. This could not
be possible without our dedicated team of staff and councillors who are committed to providing excellent
services for our community. Read further into our newsletter and see what other great events we will be
organising in the near future.
Staff Appointments
Speaking of staff, earlier this year WCC appointed Sally King, our new Finance Officer and RFO
(Responsible Finance Officer). Sally had been working at WCC on a temporary contract up until January
2016 and we were all so pleased when she accepted the permanent post. Similarly, Dan Preston has
been working in the WCC office since June last year and we were delighted that, as from April 2016, Dan
was appointed as the Council’s Assistant Parish Manager. Congratulations to them both.
Your Vote Matters – Don’t Lose It: Annual Canvass
Household enquiry forms have been delivered to every property in Milton Keynes. Every Local Authority
is required to do this annually by law to ensure an accurate register is published on 1 December.
The forms have pre-printed on them the information held in respect of the occupancy of the address and
households must respond to the form even if there are no changes to it. Residents can respond by
internet or by completing and returning the form. Only if there are no changes to the form can residents
respond also by telephone or text. Details are as follows:




Internet: www.householdresponse.com/miltonkeynes
Telephone: 0800 197 9871
Text: 80212

Remember – you cannot vote in any election, including the Walton Community Council’s Neighbourhood
Plan referendum if you are not registered.
Thames Valley Police and Crime Commissioner
In the last newsletter I mentioned that elections would be taking place on 4 May 2016 to elect a Police
and Crime Commissioner for the Thames Valley area.
Anthony Stansfield was re-elected, following his first being elected in November 2012. Further details
about the Police and Crime Commissioner and his police and crime plan can be viewed at:
https://www.thamesvalley-pcc.gov.uk/about-us/police-and-crime-commissioner/
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MK Futures 2050
Have you ever thought about what Milton Keynes will look like in the future? The MK Futures 2050 is an
exciting project, set up by Milton Keynes Council, exploring what is great about Milton Keynes and what
could make it greater in the future.
The Commission has recently published its report which contains a series of recommendations to MKC,
that can be used to develop future policy frameworks, including the development of Plan:MK.
The full report can be seen here:
http://www.mkfutures2050.com/images/pdfs/reports/MK-Futures-2050-Full-Report-printable.pdf
A summary of the report can be found here:
http://www.mkfutures2050.com/images/pdfs/reports/MK50_Futures_Summary_Report.pdf
Pink and Black Sacks
Everyone should have received their annual delivery of pink sacks from MKC. If not, there is a limited
supply of pink sacks available at the Walton Community Council Office. We also have a small number of
black sacks available for residents on a first come first served basis and limited to 1 roll per household.
On Yer Bike!
As a keen cyclist I was really excited to see that MKC have been running a variety of cycling activities
throughout the summer, many of which will continue to the end of September with training and winter
activities planned until the end of March 2017. Activities include:








Learn to Ride Courses – until March 2017
Bikeability for children, adults and families – until March 2017
Guided Rides – For families, ladies only, health rides – until end of September and starting again in
March 2017.
Bike Maintenance (for over 16’s) – October and November 2016.
Ride Leader Training Courses – November 2016 and January 2017
Cycle to Work Day events
‘Beat the Street’ Challenge – February and March 2017

More information about these events is available at www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/cycle-events with local
cycling information available on www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/get-cycling
MKC is also promoting the new ‘Get to Work’ scheme for the unemployed – free Santander Cycles MK
annual subscriptions, free cycle training and places on Ride Leader, Bikeability Instructor and Cytech 1
cycle mechanic courses
http://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/streets-transport-and-parking/cycling/get-to-work-cycle-project
And Finally Happy Birthday MK!
MK celebrates its 50th year in 2017. This provides a fantastic opportunity to celebrate how far Milton
Keynes has come as a city, to present its unique story, and to look to the future vision for what Milton
Keynes will become.
MKC is co-ordinating the MK50 programme of activity and all MK schools, businesses, charities, venues,
individuals and organisations etc. will all have a part to play. MK50 will encourage all scales of activity,
ensuring that everyone can feel involved, whether at a large-scale cultural event, or a local fair or
community or family picnic. If you want to be involved, visit the dedicated MK50 website to find out
more:www.mk50.co.uk
Walton Matters
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CHAIRMAN
Article courtesy of Councillor Terry Reynolds—Chairman of the Council
Community Asset Transfer Programme
In the last issue I updated you on the progress that we have made to secure community assets offered
through Milton Keynes Council (MKC) Community Asset Transfer (CAT) Programme. Of the four assets in
Walton (Browns Wood Sports Ground, Britten Grove Community Centre, Wavendon Gate Pavilion &
Cricket Ground and Heronsbrook Meeting Place) previously offered through the MKC CAT programme,
only Browns Wood Sports Ground (BWSG) and Heronsbrook Meeting Place (HMP) have to-date been reopened for applications from eligible groups.
Browns Wood Sports Ground (BWSG)
Following a great many months of negotiation with MKC and its lawyers and the completion of the
necessary legal procedures I am now pleased to report that on the 19 th August 2016 WCC became the
proud owners of BWSG. Bookings previously made through MKC are being honoured by WCC but new
bookings for the pitches should now be made through the Parish Manager, and there will be more
information on the website shortly. When funds allow WCC still intends to build a Pavilion on the land and
the planning for this has been ongoing for many months. The Pavilion when built will provide changing
rooms, toilets, kitchen, hall and meeting facilities.
Heronsbrook Meeting Place (HMP)
Our application to acquire HMP has been shelved unless it becomes possible for WCC to take direct
management control of the building as we believe this would be essential to deliver the best value to
residents.
Land at Bergamot Gardens
In the last newsletter I explained that the vacant land at Bergamot is owned by WCC and that a decision
had been taken to sell it to enable a community facility to be built elsewhere in Walton. The intention is
that the Bergamot site is sold to a developer to build a small number of homes that would be in keeping
with the surrounding houses. The marketing of the land happened as planned and we received several
bids from local developers. The next step will be to enter into a contract with the chosen developer to
start the development process starting with a formal planning application.
The community facility we wish to fund with the money raised will be a new Pavilion at Browns Wood
Sport Ground and as mentioned above this building will be a valuable new resource enhancing the use of
the sports ground and providing space for other community based activities within the Walton area.
If you would like to know more please contact our Parish Manager.
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OPERATIONS COMMITTEE
Article courtesy of Councillor David Newland —Chair, Operations Committee

The Operations Committee has been busy over the last few months ensuring that it meets its
current and planned operational commitments. One of these commitments is to continue with
our successful summer activities programme for the youth of our area, and I’m pleased to report
that all of this summer’s events have been well attended. If you have any suggestions on how we
could improve or suggestions for other activities that you may wish us to consider, then please let
us know.
Our Community Warden, Henry, attended a RoSPA play area inspection course, which has
enhanced our ability to make sure that Walton’s play areas are safe to use. Recent inspections
raised a number of issues which were passed on to Milton Keynes Council and have now been
dealt with. See page 11 for examples of the works carried out.
Operations Committee meetings are now regularly attended by Thames Valley Police. Their
attendance has proven useful for both parties in keeping everyone informed and our relationship
with TVP has even led to our warden Henry making the occasional joint patrol with one of their
PCSOs in order to highlight issues that need to be addressed. Residents may also be interested in
the Thames Valley Police Alert: Community Messaging service. You can register on the website
www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk to receive and be able to share information to help the prevention
and detection of crime and anti-social behaviour.
Those of you who have been enjoying our Trim Trail equipment around Caldecotte Lake will be
pleased to know that the repairs to the equipment and replacement of worn out surfaces with
more durable material have now been carried out. More details and pictures on page 12.
With Walton Community Council taking over ownership of Browns Wood Sports Ground from
Milton Keynes Council through the Community Asset Transfer scheme, we have been busy
making all of the necessary preparations for the hand over. Arranging contracts for landscaping
and care of the pitches, finalising hire terms and conditions and much more. For more
information about bookings, terms and conditions and available dates you can phone the Council
office on 01908 694758 or check our website.

Walton Matters
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STAFF UPDATE
Article courtesy of Dan Preston—Assistant Parish Manager

I have lived in the Walton Parish for 13 years and I joined the Council in June last year as office support
having decided that I needed a career move into something more community based, and what could be
more community based than the Community Council? The months after I joined saw wholesale changes,
as the previous Clerk and Assistant Clerk left for pastures new, a move I hope I wasn’t the catalyst for!
After a settling in period for myself and the other new staff I was offered the opportunity earlier this year
to become the new Assistant Parish Manager, a challenge I was happy to accept. So far this year I have
organised the Easter and summer Play Sessions and taken the lead in organising our Summer Fayre as
well as designing the Parish Newsletter, updating our website and social media accounts and trying to
keep on top of the mountain of admin produced by a busy Council with at least 4 meetings every month. I
have received great feedback from residents for my work this year and am looking forward to the run up
to Christmas as we try to bring you more events to help make this a thriving community.

STAFF UPDATE
Article courtesy of Sally King—Responsible Finance Officer (RFO)

I joined the council as a temp in July last year and after a busy winter working on the budget setting for
this year I was offered the permanent role of Finance officer and RFO starting from January this year. I
came from a background in financial accounting in the NHS and as a finance manager in Not-for-Profit
organisations and education. As the Council’s Responsible Finance Officer, I am responsible for the
administration of the Council’s financial affairs and to ensure that proper internal controls are established
and adhered to. I am also required to ensure that the Council’s accounts and records are kept up to date
in accordance with Regulation 5(1) of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2003.
As the Council becomes more ambitious, with projects such as the pavilion build and CAT, it is going to
need more robust and rigorous financial controls and, with my experience in Capital Accounting, I hope to
be able to provide that service for the years to come.
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COMMUNITY GRANTS
Are you a charity, voluntary or community organisation that works with or provides a
service to the residents of the Walton parish area?
Do you need funding to help with a start up or plug a shortfall?
Why don’t you contact Walton Community Council and see if you are eligible for a grant?
Walton Community Council allocates a sum of money each financial year to be awarded as grants to
eligible groups who are formally constituted and can demonstrate that any funding from the Community
Council would benefit Walton Community residents.
Applying is easy - Just visit our website, click on the finance tab and download the simple one page
application form, or contact the Parish Manager at clerk@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk
Since the last newsletter we awarded £250 to MK Snap towards a new glass counter top chiller for the MK
Snap café to enable them to extend their menu and opening hours.
We also gave a £1000 grant to Wavendon Gate Primary School towards the purchase of slabs for a new
patio area to provide a safe space for children with allergies and hay fever who may feel excluded from
activities that take place on the grass at lunchtimes.

Walton Matters
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REGULATORY COMMITTEE
Article courtesy of Councillor Mandy Taylor —Chair, Regulatory Committee

As a local authority, the Council has a responsibility to manage its finances in a prudent fashion and this is
checked on an annual basis by an independent, external auditor. The Council is required to produce its
financial information in an Annual Return and provide other relevant information. Before the Annual
Return is submitted it has to be ‘signed off’ by the Council’s internal auditor. Despite the name, the
internal auditor is not a member of the Council or its staff, but is an independent person who is employed
by the Council. The internal auditor gave the Council a positive report but did make some
recommendations as to possible improvements.
Since the last newsletter the Committee has continued to review its current policies and procedures and
is concentrating on Standing Orders and its Financial Regulations. Standing Orders dictate how and when
meetings are conducted and are a mixture of legal requirements and optional conditions. Similarly, the
Financial Regulations are a mix of statutory requirements and local procedures and the changes to the
Financial Regulations have been recommended by the Council’s internal auditor in order to strengthen
them and to reflect changes in purchasing limits.
The Committee continues to discuss planning applications and makes comments as appropriate.
However, the Committee, or the Council, cannot either approve or refuse a planning application as this is
the responsibility of Milton Keynes Council who are the Planning Authority for this area.

BROWNS WOOD SPORTS GROUND
Article courtesy of Lisa Emmanuel—Projects Officer
Now that WCC have taken over the ownership of this site, the exciting steps can begin
to improve the facilities. Works should already have begun by upgrading and extending the boundary
footpath, this will be followed by phase one of the play area improvements.
Some consultation has taken place with regard the types of equipment people would like to see, from
which initial plans will be drawn up. It’s not too late to have your say though – contact me regarding this
or any of the other proposed play area improvements on:
projects@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk
Phone 07946 317505
or call in to the office at MK Snap to feed into the process.
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PROJECTS COMMITTEE
Article courtesy of Councillor Mario Toto —Chair, Projects Committee

The WCC Projects Committee continues to focus its efforts on delivering the big ticket items that
make a real difference to the amenities and general quality of our environment. We were
delighted by the responses to our questionnaire of last year, demonstrating your desire to engage
in the process and from this we drew useful guidance. These projects are mainly funded by
infrastructure contributions provided by developers through the Milton Keynes Council
development levy assigned to specific uses and supplemented in small part by WCC funds where
necessary. The following is a brief summary of our activity over the last few months.
Refurbishment of the play areas at Wingate Circle, Trumpton Lane, Studley Knapp, Parsley Close
and Simpson have been completed. In partnership with Milton Keynes Council, we are now
undertaking a strategic review of all our play areas to determine our next priorities and offering
residents the opportunity to comment on the type of play equipment that would be desirable in
those locations.
The Redway Refresh project addresses the condition of our Redway furniture. A programme of
fixing and repainting all of the yellow bollards is underway. Thank you for your patience with the
warning cones while the painting is taking place. In addition we are due to order new directional
signs and bridge signs to replace all the existing ones. The above mentioned work is being done in
phases so we will complete the whole parish over the next few months.
As of 19 August 2016, WCC owns the Browns Wood Sports Ground. We have therefore
commissioned the first phase of improvements to the facility including the resurfacing/extension
of the footpath and a drainage survey of the playing fields. More exciting developments are
planned for this site including enhanced play areas and eventually a sports pavilion/general
community facility.
We have received lots of positive feedback about the Trim Trail exercise equipment that we
installed around Caldecotte Lake. In addition to keeping the existing stations in top condition, we
have also ordered two more stations each containing two pieces of equipment for installation
during September.

Walton Matters
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WARDEN’S RAMBLE
Article courtesy of Henry Sunderland—Community Warden

Play Area Inspections
Having attended the RoSPA course on the inspection of play areas I undertook a full inspection of all the
play areas within the parish. A number of minor issues were noted and more serious ones were reported
to Milton Keynes Council. The minor issues are monitored and action will be taken when necessary.
The Community Council and Milton Keynes Council work closely together to ensure all play areas are safe
and secure, and where issues are reported they are fixed in a timely manner.

Faulty surface on a chicken rocker—Fixed!

Badly corroded base of mini roundabout—fixed!

Exposed metal on a swing seat—fixed!
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Trim Trail Repairs
After an inordinately wet winter, regular users of the Trim Trail noticed that the surface under the
apparatus had become damaged and was no longer fit for purpose.
Walton Community Council has now replaced the surface under all the sets of apparatus with a new
harder wearing surface which should last for years to come.

Walton Matters
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Trim Trail Repairs—Continued

Due to the popularity of the Trim Trail and the
positive feedback the Council has received, two new
stations with four further sets of apparatus will have
been installed by the time you are reading this.

Redway Refresh
Our redway refresh programme is addressing issues relating to the local environment and has focussed so
far on bollard painting. We have utilised the good weather to commission the painting of over 700
bollards across the area – and we have already received positive feedback from residents.
The replacement of the 42 redway directional signs will take place over the coming months – a new
specification has been agreed with Milton Keynes Council to ensure a consistent look to the signs across
the whole of Milton Keynes. The signs will be installed in such a way that will prevent them from being
tampered with by twisting them around!
The last phase will see the replacement of the bridge/underpass signs, these have been mapped along
with those bridges which historically have not had a sign previously.

Allotments
As some of our allotment holders will be aware, there have been a few instances of excess water not
draining away at a couple of our allotment sites. Whilst we are unable to do anything about the weather,
WCC are keen to see if there is anything which may be done to help improve drainage to alleviate the
worst of the problems.
Drainage assessments have been commissioned to try to identify both potential cause and/or solutions in
order to give an informed position before any decisions can be taken for a way forward.
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SIMPSON PLAY AREA OPENING
Article courtesy of Lisa Emmanuel—Projects Officer
A fun time was had by all on Friday 2nd September, to celebrate the opening of the new
Simpson play area. Parents and children alike joined in the fun and games hosted by Walton Community
Council and Simpson & Ashland Parish Council.
New Stars Arts Academy provided the
entertainment with obstacle courses, whacky
races team and individual challenges. Everyone
taking part received a medal and took home
footballs, drinks and other goodies.

Cllr Sheila Thornton from Simpson and Ashland Parish Council with
WCC Projects Officer Lisa Emmanuel

Feedback on the play area has been tremendous,
with children of all ages enjoying the equipment,
let’s hope the good weather continues so many
more hours of fun can be had by everyone.

The relocation and expansion of Simpson Play Area was
overseen by Walton Community Council in partnership
with Milton Keynes Council and supported by Simpson
and Ashland Parish Council. Funding for the project
came from developer contributions from the Walton
Grange housing development.

Walton Matters
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Article courtesy of Stuart Copeland, - Chair, Neighbourhood Plan Working Group
My name is Stuart Copeland and I have been a resident of Shuttleworth Grove in Wavendon Gate since
1992. I live here with my wife and two sons, who were both born in Milton Keynes General Hospital, and
our family enjoys Milton Keynes very much and have very deep roots here.
We have now cleared all of the hurdles required to create the Walton Neighbourhood Plan and now it is
your turn. We anticipate the referendum on the Plan will be held on Thursday 10th November, so look
out for your polling card which will come through your door!
We have completed two surveys, sent out over
15,000 leaflets, held 10 consultation events,
attended 290 meetings with local groups and
expended 2,000 voluntary hours. And we are now
ready!
To remind you, the Neighbourhood Plan gives the
residents of Walton an opportunity to ensure
that our voices are heard when planning
decisions are taken – we are the experts about
our community after all. The Localism Act enables local communities to establish a Plan which allows us to
set out development plans and principles for our area.
This has to be in line with the higher level plan for Milton Keynes, which is fair enough, but planners and
developers have to take into account our Neighbourhood Plan in all future development.
As a resident, I am convinced that this is a way to increase our say in the future of this area. It is why I
agreed to chair the Walton Neighbourhood Plan Working Group.
The group as established in September 2013 comprised local residents, representatives of Walton
Community Council and supported by officers of Milton Keynes Council.
The planning application for Church Farm is a good example of why we need a Neighbourhood Plan. You
may remember that an application was submitted by the developer and rejected by MK Council on the
grounds of safety. Unfortunately, the developer won the appeal hearing
(https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ViewCase.aspx?caseid=3134194).
The Inspector found that MK Planning Policy, as written down, did not support grid road extensions or
grade separated crossings into new developments adjacent to Milton Keynes. If our Neighbourhood Plan
had been legally in place at the time of the planning application, the MK Planning Team and the developer
would have designed access to the site that was acceptable to the local residents.
15
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We need your vote at referendum!
We really need your support and we will be trying really hard to
encourage as many people as possible to vote. It’s all very well having a
legal neighbourhood Plan but it will carry maximum weight if we have a large turnout in
November.
We will be publicising the referendum through the community council website, Facebook
and Twitter, via leaflets, and events and your help to spread the word will be a massive
help.
You can see the Neighbourhood Plan online via our website, or pick up a hard copy from
the WCC office or even take away a USB stick with the Plan pre-loaded.

Walton Matters
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SUMMER COACH TRIPS
Our two summer coach trips have now been and gone,
leaving only a memory of the sunny English seaside and
the fading smell of fish and chips in our noses, but they’ve
been another big success!
Firstly we took a coach packed with our older residents
over to Hunstanton. The sun shone and the seagulls made
whatever they call that noise they make, everyone made it

The intrepid Southend-on-Sea day trippers

back to the coach on time and a great time was had by all!
Our second trip of the summer was our first foray into running a family day
out, and although uptake was at first slower than hoped, the addition of a
few of our hardy 3rd age residents, fresh from pounding the streets of
Hunstanton, gave us another full coach load as we struck out for the Essex
coast and Southend-on-Sea. For the second, and unfortunately last, time this
year the weather played along with our events program, and the lucky
trippers got to spend one of the hottest days of the year dipping their toes
into the sea.
We have been really pleased with the feedback from those who came along,
and we look forward to running more trips in the future, starting with the 3 rd
Age Christmas trip on December 14th.

Our Warden working hard in Southend-on Sea
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FAMILY FIT & FUN DAY
Our annual Family Fit & Fun day took place at Caldecotte Lake on 9 th July this year and gave young and old
alike the opportunity to test their fitness and strength in a variety of fun challenges. Even our local
policing team came along to show their operational readiness! This was our 3 rd time running this event
and once again we teamed up with Simon and Matt from fitMK and we would like to thank them for, as
always, working their socks off to keep everyone entertained.

Walton Matters
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SUMMER CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES
This year our summer Play Activities programme was more ambitious than ever, giving children
something to enjoy four days of each
week of the holidays, all funded by
Walton Community Council. Turnout
was excellent, with the whole range of
activities being very well attended and
we would like to thank all our activity
providers for putting on such great
sessions, the parents for bringing their
kids along and, above all, the children
for taking part with such enthusiasm
and energy.
Milton Keynes Play Association Open

Milton Keynes Play Association

Access Play Sessions were held in
Walnut Tree on Mondays, with parents and children alike enjoying the games and arts and crafts,
the bouncy castle or just a sit in the sun!
On Tuesdays Sergeant Mack and the
Special Ops crew brought survival skills
and laser tag to the peaceful setting of
Wavendon Gate Cricket Ground. The
kids couldn’t get enough of the
energetic Laser Tag games and were
taught a whole range of outdoor skills,
such as foraging for food and cooking
outdoors and finding and purifying
water. The sessions were full to
Special Ops

capacity each week and we were
delighted by the response from both

parents and children.
19

www.waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

Striving to improve our community

In our first link up with Southside
United and Sport 4 All we had fun
football coaching sessions for the
children of Walton on Thursdays.
Again, attendance was excellent and
the kids really enjoyed the activities on
offer.

Football Coaching

On each Friday of the holidays New Stars Arts Academy gave us a
special curated programme of activities, celebrating Brazilian Culture
and British success during the Olympics, along with sessions
encompassing Disney moments, stage and screen legends and dance
and music from all around the world. This was the first time we have
run a full summer of these sessions, but from the positive response
we received we hope it won’t be the last!

New Stars Arts Academy

New Stars Arts Academy

We look forward to bringing you more exciting
sessions next year!

Walton Matters
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SUMMER FAYRE
On August 20th we held our first Summer Fayre, and although the
move from last year’s Autumn Fayre in September to the middle
of August was supposed to give us a
fighting chance of good weather, we
were instead blessed with the first wet and windy weekend in ages! Undeterred,
we headed into the shelter of MK Snap and set up for an indoor event. Opened by
Deputy Mayor and local Ward Councillor David Hopkins, the Fayre attracted a
great turnout despite the unseasonable weather and local residents contributed
over 250 items to MK Food bank on their way in.
There was something on offer for all tastes and ages. A range of craft stalls and
artisan food stalls were on hand to tempt Mum and Dad, whilst small and big kids
alike flocked to the toy and the face painting stalls.
Entertainment wasn’t in short supply, The Fenny Stompers Jazz Band got things off
to a swinging start and The Retro Vocals got the crowds twisting with their 50s and
60s covers. Mr Crackers the Magic Man wowed young and old with his magic show
and close up dexterity and we are still wondering where that rabbit appeared
from! Our hosts, Mk Snap, opened the doors of their café for their delicious tea
and cake.
We were especially delighted to
have a range of local charities
involved, including the RSPB and the
Berks, Bucks and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust. Everybody
loved the working dogs from Hearing Dogs for the Deaf but
perhaps the hit of the Fayre was Sam’s Species Reptile
Rescue, who brought along a range of snakes, spiders,
lizards and a quite enormous giant tortoise. Everyone
brave enough to hold the reptiles came out smiling and
laughing!
As a Council, we love putting on these events to bring
the community together, and with some great
feedback from visitors and stallholders we think we are
moving in the right direction. See you at the Christmas celebration!
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PLAY AREA REFURBISHMENT
Article courtesy of Lisa Emmanuel—Projects Officer

This year has seen a number of play areas receiving a much needed facelift, driven by WCC in partnership with
Milton Keynes Council. It has been so good to see the number of
children having fun at Wingate Circle and Parsley Close and now at the
latest success – Studley Knapp. Some work remains to be completed – to
reduce the surrounding shrubs and bushes at Studley Knapp which will
take place some time in September, following which an outdoor football
table will also be installed.
Work has just been completed at Trumpton Lane play area so by the
Studley Knapp

time you read this we hope lots of children will have enjoyed the new

equipment, which along with the completion of the Simpson Drive Play area will bring this first phase of
improvements to a close.
So what next? Having completed these works, WCC have set up a Play Area Strategy Working Group which is
tasked with looking at the future of play provision across the area. This is particularly key at a time when
budget cuts are affecting all areas of provision and services provided by Milton Keynes Council. The working
group has assessed all the existing play areas taking account of physical quality, condition, accessibility and
security and play value.
The next step is to make recommendations going forward of where
there is an opportunity to improve and/or combine play areas, whilst in
the long term remove others when they have reached the end of their
serviceable life. The idea will be for each neighbourhood to have access
to good quality and diverse play for all ages, although this may mean
fewer in total across the parish.
Consultation will take place before any final decisions are reached, but

Simpson Drive

account has been taken of feedback from resident consultation
throughout the development of the Neighbourhood Plan. Thank you to those of you who have already
responded to our consultation which took place at the Walton Summer Fayre.
The following areas have been proposed as the next priorities for refurbishment/improvement:
Wavendon Gate Pavilion play area
Browns Wood Sports Ground/Elgar Grove
along with a proposal to create a natural play space at the Stevens Field / Shuttleworth Grove former play
area.

Walton Matters
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SOUTHSIDE UNITED FC
Article courtesy of Gary Singleton—Chair
Southside United Football Club Gets Ready For The New Season
After a summer break, Southside's coaches, players and parents are all geared up for the forthcoming
season. We are hoping it will be as successful and as enjoyable as previous seasons.
This season is special as our key venue, Browns Wood Sports Ground, will now be under new
management - Walton Community Council.
Southside United FC are very proud of their long association with Walton Community Council. The
majority of our players, managers and supporters live within the parish council boundaries and for this
reason we enjoy several successful collaborations. For example, Walton Community Council helped fund
the many FA level 2 courses that Southside coaches have attended in the last 2-3 years making
Southside's coaches amongst the best qualified in the area. Indeed we feel very lucky that we have such
a proactive local council who really strive to make the local community a better place.
Southside are grateful for the support of Milton Keynes Council, the previous owners of Browns Wood,
which has been used by Southside for over 15 years. Walton Community Council, however, are our
"Home" council and as such we expect our players and parents will benefit still further from this excellent
facility, now under their management.
It's worth noting that Southside also cater for players who are not old enough to play in organised
leagues. The Southside Juniors programme is growing fast. Aimed at 4-6 year olds the Juniors
programme aims to introduce football to toddlers and young children.
It runs every Saturday morning (term time only) on pitch 11 at the Powerleague, Walnut Tree. For more
details, visit www.southsideunited.com/teams/minisoccer

Southside coaches being put through their
paces on an FA level 2 course. Walton
Community Council’s support was essential
to help fund the courses.
Walton Matters
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WOBURN AND WAVENDON FC
Article courtesy of Robert Hill—Vice Chair
Plenty of opportunities to get active !
The new football season is already under way, but there are still plenty of opportunities to join Woburn &
Wavendon FC and get active. The inspirational performances of all those competitors for Team GB in Rio
have motivated so many to get involved in sport. So whether you’re a six year old taking your first steps
into organised sport, or much older and looking to find an outlet for your drive and experience, WWFC
has plenty of openings for players and volunteers alike.
Maximising participation, potential and above all FUN, generations of families have been involved with
our Lions or Lionesses teams. We’d love to hear from you too, so please get in touch.
Good luck to all clubs and teams for the coming season.
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MK SNAP
Article courtesy of Maureen McColl—CEO, MK Snap
MK Snap has had a wonderful summer and we have enjoyed using our new garden, which was funded by
the Peoples lottery. Do drop in and see it for yourselves.
We now have the capacity to grow even more plants and vegetables which will be for sale as well as used
in our cookery sessions at the centre.
We were
delighted to
support Walton
Community
Council with the
summer fayre and
it was wonderful
to see so many local people support the event. There were smiles all
round and the Snap café did very well with its homemade cakes and
afternoon teas. We would like to thank everyone who supported us on
the day and to let you know that the café is open every Thursday from 10.00am – 12.30. Do come along
and support the charity and enjoy some delicious cake.
Watch out for our adverts about up and coming events through the autumn and remember any support
you can give us really does help. We are always looking for good volunteers, if you have a couple of hours
to spare, why not come in and say hello or email us on info@mksnap.org.

HAVE YOUR SAY
What concerns you most about your local area? Come and meet your local
neighbourhood policing team and talk to them about the issues that matter
most to you. PCSOs from your local team hold regular drop in sessions at MK
Snap to address any concerns you may have. The next meetings are on
September 29th, October 20th and November 24th, all at 10:30am until 11:30am, which also coincides with
the opening time of the MK Snap Café, so why
not combine it with a cup of tea and a slice of
cake?

Walton Matters

26

WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

FROM THE WARDS
Updates from your Milton Keynes Council local Ward Councillors
Article courtesy of Councillor David Hopkins—Deputy Mayor of Milton
Keynes
Walton encouraged to get behind MK50 with ‘FANTASTIC AND
FANTASTICAL’ ideas
As Milton Keynes’ 50th birthday approaches, local cultural and community groups, businesses and other
organisations in Walton are being encouraged to put forward their amazing collection of ideas to the
MK50 Project Board for possible inclusion into the 2017 Birthday Programme.
The MK50 Project Board is coordinating an exciting and inclusive programme of activities to celebrate the
past, present and future of our amazing MK.
The MK50 main programme, which will tell the story of MK over 50 years, will have its events announced
from September and will include high impact, public headline events; a calendar of walks, tours and trails,
music, arts, heritage activity and sports, community activity, schools pack and local celebrations
throughout 2017. It will also see specialist academic events such as conferences, seminars and tours on
Milton Keynes unique architectural and design city status.
Three major city-wide collaborative events have already been announced. They are:
Birthday Weekend (20 to 23 January 2017)
To celebrate Milton Keynes’ official birthday on Monday, 23rd January 2017, venues across MK are being
asked to open their doors for free (or to give out a number of free tickets), hold an open day, or other
event on one or more of the four days.
Let’s Party Like it’s 1967 (23/24 June 2017)
Taking everyone back to the 60s when MK was formed and encouraging the whole city to party. If you’re
planning to hold a street party, a party in the park or to rent out your community centre, the board wants
to hear about it, and is publishing an online events toolkit to give advice. Major city centre venues are
also planning to organise a big party in Central MK with 60s music and dancing.
MK50 Heritage Open Days - (7 to 10 September 2017)
The annual Heritage Open Days event will be themed MK50 for 2017, and the board is looking to add free
heritage events to the Open Days programme that celebrate MK’s architecture, design and unique
identity; its pioneers, heritage and culture, or MK as ‘Tomorrow’s City’ of innovation.
For more details email: culture@milton-keynes.gov.uk
For details of the programme, visit www.mk50.com or follow the team on social media at
www.facebook.com/culturemk and www.twitter.com/culturemk
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FROM THE WARDS
Updates from your Milton Keynes Council local Ward Councillors
Article courtesy of Councillor Victoria Hopkins
East West Rail
The latest date for the start of passenger services from Bedford to Oxford calling locally at Ridgmont and
Woburn Sands is 2023.
Network Rail is undertaking the next round of community consultation on 16 January 2017 and my
colleagues and I will ensure all residents are made aware of that consultation. Network Rail has been
lobbied by local developers to include a new road crossing point and a new Woburn Sands station west of
the current location, leading to a possible closure of the existing road crossing point in Woburn Sands.
However, any such expansion would be subject to the Plan:MK review of future Milton Keynes expansion,
a process currently underway at MK Council. That review is not due to be finally agreed and published
until 2018/19.
Land for a bridge crossing at Bow Brickhill is currently reserved under the ownership of the Milton Keynes
Development Partnership. A diverted Brickhill Street would potentially cross the railway to the west of
the current station and Brickhill Street would effectively then extend to the McDonalds Roundabout on
the A5. Such a scheme could also see land freed up for additional car parking serving the Caldecotte
Business Park.
Central Bedfordshire Council has received a speculative enquiry relating to the possible development of a
rail freight terminal at Ridgmont. This would be sited adjacent to J13 of the M1 and would also service a
large scale expansion of the logistics warehouse sites in this part of Central Bedfordshire. It would also
mean an increase in freight movements along the line in conjunction with the planned electrification of
the route, as part of the so called central spine electrification (Southampton to Sheffield) due in the next
decade.
I will keep you informed.

REPORT IT OR REQUEST IT
Have you seen rubbish on the streets? Fly tipping? Graffiti? Do you need to report and abandoned vehicle
or even a missed rubbish collection? You can do all of this and more on the Milton Keynes Council
website. Order new green bins, blue boxes or grey caddies, get help with bulky waste items or get help to
move your waste and recycling. Simply visit
http://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/waste-recycling/report-or-request-it
Walton Matters
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FROM THE WARDS
Updates from your Milton Keynes Council local Ward Councillors
Article courtesy of Councillor Alice Jenkins (nee Bramall)
Church Farm
Many of you will be familiar with the application for 350 homes, to the East of Wavendon Gate and Old
Farm Park, called Church Farm. Connolly Homes submitted a planning application at the end of 2014 and
the application was determined by Milton Keynes Council’s Development Control Committee in 2015.
The committee meetings were very well attended by residents and the committee listened to what you
and your representatives (both Parish and Ward Councillors) had to say and refused planning permission.
The big sticking point was the lack of a separated pedestrian crossing at Byrd Crescent. We’ve all seen
how fast kids run (and scooter!) down the hill and it was felt that the proposals put forward just weren’t
safe enough.
Connolly Homes submitted an appeal to this decision to the planning inspector and a hearing was held in
April this year. Again, the appeal was well attended and the community did a terrific job at articulating the
concerns residents felt.
The result was due at the beginning of June and the result came in at the middle of August. Very sadly,
Connolly Homes were successful in the appeal and the homes will be built with the at-grade crossing. This
is a great disappointment and I will be working hard now to both see a change in policy to ensure this isn’t
allowed to happen again and also with the builders to make the build process is as safe as possible. I am
happy to talk to anyone with any concerns.

Resident survey
We are currently working around the area with a resident’s survey. Thank you to those who have already
filled in and returned the survey, and for those who haven’t yet got them, keep your eyes peeled!

Contact us
I am here to help you and ensure the services you receive are up to scratch. If you have any issues relating
to Milton Keynes Council be it about parking, bins, planning or even adult social care, we are happy to
help and can be contacted via phone or email.
Tel: 07896 004355
Email: alice.jenkins@milton-keynes.gov.uk
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FROM THE WARDS
Updates from your Milton Keynes Council local Ward Councillors
Article courtesy of Councillors Vanessa McPake and Jenni Ferrans
Sadly, overgrown bushes and rats have been key issues recently in the Walnut Tree and
Walton Park areas of WCC. These issues have been worse this year due to the warm
winter and the early rains; the landscaping has gone mad and rats have thrived in it. We
have been getting MK Council to cut back a lot of the overgrown bushes and more will
be done in the autumn after the bird nesting season is over. However, some of these
bushes are actually the responsibility of residents and we had them reminded of their
duties, and we have had environmental health out investigating all the rat problems.
The good news is that many road schemes are well under way. Yes, they have caused some temporary
traffic problems on various grid roads but the V10 scheme will eventually mean that residents from
Walton will be able to cross Brickhill Street to get to schools and shops etc.
And the other good news is that Caldecotte Brook no longer floods. We have been getting the Brook
dredged and cleared of rubbish so the water flows well, even with heavy rains.

Walton Matters
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Christmas Celebration—3rd December
On December 3rd this year we will be holding our annual Christmas Celebration at The Venue, Walton
High School in Walnut Tree. There will be food, drink, stalls for those difficult Christmas gifts and we plan
to bring you some varied entertainment to start your festive season in the right way. Full details are yet to
be finalised so keep an eye on our Facebook and website and you will find out the latest.

Christmas Coach Trip—14th December
Following on from our two successful summer coach trips and last year’s Birmingham Christmas Market
trip we are running another Christmas Market trip for 3 rd age residents on December 14th, this time to St
Albans. After 1,000 years of a regular market, St Albans now has a Christmas one with up to 60 stalls. The
event takes place in and around the beautiful Vintry Garden – a walled garden adjacent to the
magnificent 11th-century St Albans Cathedral.
Visitors will enjoy browsing the high quality produce on offer in up to 60 traditional wooden chalets
outside the Cathedral and in the Vintry Garden. The pretty Cathedral quarter sits right at the centre of a
triangle of St Albans ‘oldest’ treasures: the only working Medieval Clock Tower; the oldest Public School in
the country; and, for visitors to the market who fancy a pint of real ale, the oldest pub in the UK, Ye Olde
Fighting Cocks, just at the foot of the Abbey Orchard, a stone’s throw from the Cathedral.
Entertainers, twinkly lights and plenty of Christmas cheer will add to the festive atmosphere so make sure
you book your place on the coach!
The trip is open to all residents of the Parish aged 55 and over at £6 per head, or you can bring a friend
from another parish for £13. Phone the office on 01908 694758, email Dan on
office@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk or call in to the office for more information or to book your
place.
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WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL NOTICES
WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL OFFICE
10am—2:30pm
MONDAY—FRIDAY
MK SNAP, 20 BOURTON LOW, WALNUT TREE
01908 694758 / 07726 533705

Meets every Sunday at 10:30 at MK Snap
building, 20 Bourton Low, Walnut Tree

VENUE HIRE

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARDS

WAVENDON GATE PAVILLION

LOCATED AT 5 PLACES IN THE PARISH

Issacson Drive, Wavendon Gate
MK7 7RZ 01908 584860

WALNUT TREE LOCAL CENTRE

BRITTEN GROVE COMMUNITY CENTRE

HERONSBROOK MEETING PLACE

76 Holst Crescent, Old Farm Park

WAVENDON GATE PAVILLION

MK7 8QU 01908 375442

HERONSBROOK MEETING PLACE

BRITTEN GROVE TESCO EXPRESS

5 Wadesmill Lane, Walnut Tree

HEYBRIDGE CRESCENT

MK7 7ED 01908 684081

UPDATED WEEKLY WITH DETAILS OF

MK SNAP

EVENTS AND MEETINGS

20 Bourton Low, Walnut Tree
MK7 7DE 01908 690330

ALLOTMENTS
LOCAL BUSINESSES

WE HAVE PLOTS AVAILABLE ON OUR
ALLOTMENT SITES.

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR NEWSLETTER,
DELIVERED 3 TIMES A YEAR TO 5000
HOMES, CONTACT THE OFFICE ON
01908 694758
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YOUR COUNCIL – CONTACTS AND INFORMATION
COUNCILLORS – email: name.surname@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk (hyphenated names typed as one)
Terry Reynolds - Chairman—Wavendon Gate

Mario Toto – Vice Chairman—Old Farm Park & Browns Wood

Tate Ballard—Walnut Tree and Walton

Joanna Bolton—Walnut Tree and Walton

Phil Chambers—Old Farm Park & Browns Wood

Adam Chapman—Wavendon Gate

Dawn Filby—Caldecotte

Simon Lorrimer-Roberts—Walnut Tree and Walton

David Newland—Old Farm Park & Browns Wood

Mandy Taylor—Walnut Tree and Walton

STAFF
Lesley Sung – Parish Manager

Dan Preston – Assistant Parish Manager

01908 694758 or 07726 533705

01908 694758 or 07726 591029

email: clerk@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

email: office@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

Sally King—Finance Officer

Lisa Emmanuel – Projects Officer

01908 694758

01908 694758 or 07946 317505

email: administration@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

email: projects@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

Henry Sunderland—Warden
07434 607559
email: warden@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

WARD COUNCILLORS
WAVENDON GATE, CALDECOTTE, OLD FARM PARK, BROWNS WOOD

WALNUT TREE, WALTONS

david.hopkins@milton-keynes.gov.uk

jenni.ferrans@milton-keynes.gov.uk

victoria.hopkins@miltonkeynes.gov.uk

vanessa.mcpake@milton-keynes.gov.uk

alice.jenkins@milton-keynes.gov.uk

andrew.buckley@milton-keynes.gov.uk

COUNCIL MEETINGS – held monthly except August

MEDIA

FULL COUNCIL:

1st Wednesday of the month

www.waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk

OPERATIONS COMMITTEE:

2nd Tuesday of the month

www.facebook.com/wccmk

REGULATORY COMMITTEE:

3rd Tuesday of the month

www.twitter.com/wccmk

PROJECTS COMMITTEE:

4th Tuesday of the month

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN WORKING GROUP:

2nd Wednesday of the month
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