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Present:   
Councillors: Terry Reynolds (Chair), Mario Toto (Vice-Chairman), Jo Bolton, Phil 

Chambers, Brendan Metcalfe, Simon Lorrimer-Roberts and Amanda Taylor. 
 
Officers: Lesley Sung (Council Manager)  
 
Members of the Public: 18 
 
FC085 WELCOME AND PUBLIC FORUM 
 The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Members of the public 

requested to speak, of which a summary is set out as an addendum to the 
minutes.  

 
FC086 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Dawn Filby, Ian 

McColl and David Newland. 
 
FC087 MINUTES 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Full 

Council held on 5 September 2018 be approved and signed by the Chair as a 
correct record.  

 
FC088 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 None received. 
.  
FC089 COUNCIL MANAGER’S REPORT 
 Resolved Unanimously:  That the Council Manager’s report be accepted. 
 
FC090 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 The Council considered Planning Application 18/02258/FUL – 24 Copeland 

Close, Browns Wood, MK7 8ED – Single storey extension to rear of property. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That Walton Community Council has no objections or 

comments to make in respect of the planning application relating to 24 
Copeland Close, Browns Wood.  

 
FC091 DEVOLVED SERVICES 
 The Council considered a recommendation from the Projects Committee on the 

proposals to accept the devolution of landscaping services from Milton Keynes 
Council, as from February 2020. 

 
 The Devolved Services Working Group has looked extensively at the way in 

which the landscaping services could be transferred to Walton Community 
Council and how this could benefit and prove value for money for residents. The 
Group has considered the cost of delivering the landscaping service, the 
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resource implications, the ability of WCC to deliver landscaping services to 
residents and TUPE implications. 

 
 A request for information (RFI) was sent out to some landscaping companies to 

gather interest around other contractors that could carry out landscaping 
services in the area.  The Working Group is in the process of producing a 
Request for Proposal (RFP) from companies that had responded to the RFI.  
This was not a tender process but an opportunity to gather more information 
about the costs and benefits of contracting the service out to a company on the 
Council’s behalf.   

 
 Milton Keynes Council would offer a grant of approximately £70k towards the 

cost of the Council delivering the landscaping services.  It was recognised that 
the cost of a landscaping services contract would cost more than the grant 
offered but the advantages of delivering the service would mean control over 
the work carried out.  There was also the option not to take on the landscaping 
service but to pay for top-up services on top of the reduced baseline services 
which would be carried out by MKC. 

 
 The deadline to make a commitment to Milton Keynes Council about the taking 

on of landscaping services was 31 October 2018. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: 

1. That a ‘do nothing’ option is not considered. 
2. That a complete in-house landscaping service, taking on staff, equipment, 

depot etc, would not be an appropriate option to consider. 
3. That the Devolved Services Working Group: 

(a) continues to explore the ‘topping-up’ option and investigate further 
whether topping-up services would need to be arranged on a formal 
contract basis or could be obtained on an ad hoc basis. 

(b) carries out a gap-analysis which identifies the additional works 
Walton Community Council would like to provide over and above the 
baseline service. 

(c) continues its work on a Request for Proposal (RFP) to identify costs 
of delivering services equivalent to MKC’s baseline services but to 
also gather information about the costs of any extra landscaping 
services Walton Community Council may wish to provide in the 
future. 

4. That the Council rejects the commitment deadline of 31 October 2018, 
recognising that there is not enough factual information available to make 
a firm commitment but continues to explore all the options in respect of 
taking on landscaping services in the future. 
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FC092 STRATEGY WORKSHOP / DRAFT COUNCIL PLAN 
 The Council received the outcomes of the Strategy Workshop and an updated 

Council Plan. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: 

1. That, subject to some minor amendments, the updated Council Plan be 
adopted. 

2. That the Council’s priorities be agreed as: 

 Youth Service Provision – WCC will look at new ways of engaging 
with this difficult to reach age group to identify opportunities to provide 
better support or services. 

 Communication with residents – Despite the work already done to 
upgrade the website and use of social media, navigation and content 
of the website will be improved and our use of social media will be 
more targeted. 

 Environment/Landscape Maintenance – this was identified as a very 
high priority in the WCC Neighbourhood Plan and the Residents’ 
Survey has only reinforced the importance of taking steps to ensure 
standards are maintained and/or enhanced going forward. 

 Community Support Services – New opportunities need to be found 
to encourage the formation of local groups and provide practical 
support (financial, people) to existing groups providing community 
services. This could mean directly delivering services through the 
introduction of community support officers and or perhaps providing 
things like transport services for the sick and elderly. 

 Getting more directly involved – We will place more emphasis on 
leading the fight on issues of concern to residents. 

 Dog bins – Although not considered a strategic matter, it is clearly an 
important matter to some residents. A survey will be carried out to 
assess need against current provision. 

 
FC093 RECOMMENDATIONS FROM HR COMMITTEE 

The Council considered recommendations from the HR Committee to appoint an 
additional member of staff on a fixed 1-year contract to work on contract and 
operational matters relating to the Council’s assets and building of the pavilion. 
 
The Council also considered recommendations made by the HR Committee 
about the training budget.  There was currently a budget of £4,000 in the training 
budget for 2018/2019.  Part of the budget had been allocated to the Council 
Managers CiLCA training which was essential if the Council was to gain the 
General Power of Competence.  The HR Committee had recognised that it would 
be of benefit to the Council if the Council Manager was to undertake a 
Management and Leadership Course and both the Chair of the HR Committee 
and the Council Manager had identified a Level 5 NCQ as the appropriate level 
of study. 
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Resolved Unanimously: 
1. That a full-time facilities/operational officer be appointed on a 1 year fixed-

term basis. 
2. That a recruitment agenda be used to help identify the right people with the 

appropriate skills and qualities required for the post. 
3. That sufficient funds be made available in the 2019/2020 training budget for 

the Council Manager to undertake the CMI Level 5 NVQ Diploma in 
Management and Leadership at a cost of £1,795. 

4. That the training budget for 2019/2020 takes account of the required training 
costs and the additional training costs that may be required for the future 
manager of the pavilion at Browns Wood. 

 
FC094 PARKING AT CALDECOTTE 
 The Council had received many complaints over quite a long period of time, from 

residents living in the Caldecotte area about the employees of the Caldecotte 
Business Park parking their vehicles in the residential area.  The problems had 
been exacerbated by the painting of unauthorised double yellow lines in the 
business park by the business park management. 

 
 There have been many complaints of blocked drives and cars parked in a way 

that was making it very difficult for residents to drive around the estate.  Cars 
were also being parked on the verges which was having a detrimental impact on 
resident’s environment and amenity. 

 
 Parish Councillor Dawn Filby and Ward Councillors David Hopkins and Alice 

Jenkins have been campaigning on behalf of residents and the matter had been 
highlighted by way of a motion placed on Milton Keynes Council’s Cabinet 
Agenda. 

 
 A site visit took place on 18 September 2018, which included a visit from Milton 

Keynes Planning Officers, to assess the parking issues and identify possible 
solutions.  A representative from the Caldecotte Business Park was also present.  
Following that visit, Milton Keynes Council had put forward some options and 
possible solutions to the problems in the area and had requested Walton 
Community Council consider the following: 

 To formally advise Milton Keynes Council if it wished to pursue waiting 
restrictions on the estate and if so, to identify locations what restrictions 
they would want implemented. 

 To advise Milton Keynes Council which verges they would like to be 
considered for conversion to formal parking areas, following which, MKC 
will assess cost and discuss with the business park estate management. 

 Failing support for time limited waiting restrictions, to formally advise 
Milton Keynes Council that they would wish to take forward a residents’ 
parking permit consultation. 
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In the meantime, Milton Keynes Council would seek a meeting with the 
business park estate management to begin to scope and plan discussions with 
the landlord about meeting costs of possible local parking solutions.  A time 
would be scheduled to remove the double yellow lines and seek recovery of 
removal costs and further discussions would be taking place with the Parks 
Trust on the potential to expand the car park near Bow Brickhill Station. 
 
The Chairman invited members of the public present to make comment: 
 

 No further development should be permitted until sufficient car parking 
provision had been made. 

 Milton Keynes Council should charge Caldecotte Business Park 
Management for the cost of removing the double yellow lines. 

 Some residents would welcome a permit scheme whilst others would 
prefer waiting restrictions, depending on where they were residing. 

 The parking problems results in residents not being able to drive on some 
of the estate roads and there are issues about emergency service 
vehicular access. 

 Yellow lines should be painted on the roads to reduce obstruction and 
visibility issues. 

 
The Council recognised that waiting restrictions in one area could lead to 
problems in another.  Any solutions suggested by Walton Community Council 
would be subject to consultation. 
 
Resolved Unanimously:  
1. That the Council recognises that there was not a one-size-fits-all solutions 

to the car parking problems at Caldecotte and that a Working Group be 
established, to include Ward Councillors and residents, to identify a 
package of measures to put forward to Milton Keynes Council as potential 
solutions to the parking issues. 

2. That the Working group be made up of Councillors Jo Bolton, Mario Toto, 
Ward Councillors David Hopkins and Alice Jenkins and 8 residents 
present at the meeting. 

 
FC095 COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE FUND 
 The Council considered projects that could be eligible for funding from Milton 

Keynes Council’s 2019/2020 Community Infrastructure Fund.  The fund had been 
introduced as a single scheme to replace the Play Area Improvement Scheme, 
the Parish Partnership Investment Fund and the Community Parking Partnership 
Fund.  Projects could include highways, transport, environment or landscaping 
schemes. 
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 Each Town or Parish Council would be able to submit up to three applications in 
any one calendar year and would be required to match fund (50%) and scheme 
put forward for consideration.  The total funding applied for across all submissions 
should not exceed £20,000. 

 
 The deadline for submission to the Community Infrastructure Funs was 31 

October 2018. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the Operations Committee, at its next meeting, be 

asked to identify any schemes/projects that may be eligible for funding through 
the Community Infrastructure Fund. 

 
FC096 CONSULTATIONS 
 The Council considered placing a standing item on the Full Council agenda giving 

details of relevant open consultations. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That a standing item on relevant open consultations be 

placed on future Regulatory Committee agenda. 

 
FC097 AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the invoices to be paid be authorised and the 

payments list signed by the Chairman of the Council, Councillor Terry Reynolds, 
and the Chair of the Regulatory Committee, Councillor Amanda Taylor. 

 
FC098 COUNCIL BUDGET 2018/2019 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the 2018/2019 budget, forecast and the 

statement of financial position be accepted. 
 
FC099 DRAFT COUNCIL BUDGET AND TIMETABLE 2019/2020 
 The Council received a very early draft of the 2019/2020 budget that had been 

set as part of a 5 year budget plan in September 2017.  It also considered the 
timescale for setting the budget, setting its reserve and precept for 2019/2020. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the proposed timetable be agreed and that each 

of the Council’s Committee review its own budget for 2019/2020 and that a draft 
budget be given further consideration at the next Full Council meeting.  

 
FC100 STANDING ITEM – COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 The Chair of the Events Working Group reported on the events taking place in 

the remainder of the year: 

 Christmas Celebration - 8 December 2018. 

 Over 55s Christmas Coach Trip – 5 December 2018. 

  
 Resolved Unanimously: That the report be accepted. 
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FC101 STANDING ITEM – CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT 
 Resolved Unanimously: That this item be deferred until the next meeting of 

the Council. 
 
FC102 REPORTS FROM CHAIRS OF THE COMMITTEES 
 The Chair of the Operations Committee was not present at the meeting. 

 
 The Chair of the Regulatory Committee reported on the main issues considered 

by the Regulatory Committee at its September meeting: 

 Planning Applications 

 Budget 
 

 The Vice-Chair of the Projects Committee reported on the main issues 
considered by the Projects Committee at its September meeting: 

 

 Hindhead Knoll project near completion.  

 Scrutiny of Browns Wood Pavilion design features. 

 Increase in project officer’s hours 
 

Resolved Unanimously: That the reports of the Chairs of the Committees be 
accepted. 

 
FC103 REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS 

 The Chair of the Youth Involvement Working Group reported that he and 
the Council Manager had attended the MK Community Action’s ‘Vital 
Signs’ launch. 

 Councillor Amanda Taylor reported that she had attended the Parishes 
Forum which reported that the LCTRS allocations had been increased due 
to a larger number of residents in receipt of benefits.  She also reported on 
the newly introduced Parishes Clean-Up Fund. 

 Councillor Terry Reynolds reported that he had attended a site visit about 
the car parking issues in Caldecotte due to the employees of the 
Caldecotte Business Park, parking their vehicles in the residential area.  

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the Councillor’s reports be accepted. 
 

The meeting ended at 9.50pm 
 

Accepted as a true and accurate record 
 

  
 
  

  



MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING OF 
WALTON COMMUNTY COUNCIL 

held on 3 OCTOBER 2018 
Room 4, MK SNAP, Bourton Low, Walnut Tree, MK7 7DE 

at 7:00pm 

 

8 

 

 
ADDENDUM TO MINUTES – 3 OCTOBER 2018 
 
Public Participation 
 
Ward Councillor David Hopkins: 
 

 He had circulated a letter to residents living in the Caldecotte area about the 
parking issues caused by the employees of Caldecotte Business Park, parking their 
vehicles in the residential area.  He had also placed a motion on the Cabinet 
Agenda and Milton Keynes Officers had agreed to carry out a site visit in the area. 

 All dogs must now wear a lead in Bow Brickhill Woods. 

 Oxford-MK-Cambridge Expressway – corridor B had been the selected area for 
routing.  The corridor contained 3 different routes. 

 The uncertainly around the Oxford-Cambridge Expressway had delayed the 
implementation of Plan:MK. 

 
Ward Councillor Vanessa McPake: 
 

 An archaeological survey had been carried out at Walton Manor 

 All streets and street furniture had been adopted in Walton Grange.  However, 
some of the grass verges in the area had not been maintained by Milton Keynes 
Council. 

 Councillor McPake was yet to receive the Internal Drainage Board (IDB) report 
about flooding in the Walnut Tree area. 

 Weeds and overgrown brambles had become an issue on the paths leading up to 
Wingate Circle play area and there was some reassurance that the works in the 
area would be carried out later in the week. 

 


