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held on TUESDAY 24 OCTOBER 2017 

Room 2, MKSnap, Bourton Low, Walnut Tree, Milton Keynes, 
MK7 7DE at 7.00pm 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Present:  
Councillors Ian McColl (Chair); Mario Toto (Vice-Chair); Dawn Filby, Simon Lorrimer-
Roberts and Terry Reynolds. 
 
Officers: Lesley Sung (Parish Manager) and Lisa Emmanuel (Project Support Officer)  
 
PC052 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 None received. 
 
PC053 MINUTES 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the Minutes of the meeting of the Projects 

Committee held on 26 September 2017 be approved and signed by the Chair as 
a correct record, subject to a correction to minute PC034 (Strategic Landscaping) 
which should read: 

 
 “The Project Support Officer reported that she was not hopeful that the Parsley 

Close Parish Partnership Fund application would be successful.” 
                           
PC054 PARISH MANAGER’S REPORT  
 This item was withdrawn from the agenda. 
 
PC055 ACTIVE PLAY 
 The Project Support Officer reported that the play improvement scheme and 

funding applications were being currently being considered by Milton Keynes 
Council. 

 
 The Project Support Officer reported that Walton Community Council was a 

runner-up in the Caloo competition to win outdoor gym equipment.  The area at 
Walnut Tree Centre play area would have been an ideal place for an outdoor 
gym once the existing play equipment had been removed and the new play 
equipment had been installed at Hindhead Knoll. 

 
 The runner-up award was for discounted outdoor gym equipment, but it was 

unclear is the equipment needed to be ordered by 31 December 2017 or if this 
was a date for the equipment to be installed.  However, the cheapest scheme 
would result in an installation cost of just under £5,000 for 4 items of equipment 
and there was currently no budget for the equipment this year. 

 
 The Project Support Officer added that the cost for the removal of play equipment 

and shrubbery to the right of the slide at Mithras Gardens would cost 
approximately £9,750 and she was hopeful of a successful delivery of a scheme 
for next year with reserves of £20,000 earmarked for the refurbishment scheme. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the updated Active Play project report be 

accepted. 
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PC056 STRATEGIC LANDSCAPING 
 The Project Support Officer reported that the machinery required to remove large 

tree roots at Monellan Grove is now available and Serco would not go ahead with 
the planned works for the area. 

 
 She reported that a small number of the redway refresh directional signs had 

dropped down and that this matter was now being address and signs fixed where 
appropriate.  She added that the incorrect font size had been used for the 
proposed new bridge signs and this had created a further 2-week delay. She 
added that the delay did not add any cost to the redway refresh budget.  

 
 The Project Support Officer reported that the initial TCV (The Conservation 

Volunteers) dates had been agreed and discussions were taking place with the 
parish guardians about their level of involvement with TCV.  The Parish 
Guardians were keen to be involved and had requested that joint working take 
place initially on a trial basis for the first 3 activity days.  The first activity day 
would be 26 October 2017 to clean up part of Hindemith pond.  Clearing of the 
snail park (Parsley Close) would be the next activity on 11 November 2017.  
Dates in December were still awaited.   

 
 A quote had been received from Ringway for verge works at Twyford Lane, Elgar 

Grove, Heybridge Crescent and Rossini Place at a cost of £2,430. 
 
 The mapping of missing trees was still to be completed in Walnut Tree and 

Walton Park.  The Project Support Officer reported that for every tree 
replacement a permit was required as the works would be taking place next to 
the road.  Each permit would cost £80 and would take approximately 3 days for 
approval to come through. 

 
 Serco had quoted for the purchase and planting of a tree at £95 each, including 

stakes and rings.  The landscape officer at Milton Keynes Council had 
recommended that missing trees be replaced with hardy species such as 
Hornbeam.  Replacement tree works can take place between now and March 
2018.  Total cost of replanting and permits would cost approximately £5,000. 

 
 The Project Support Officer reported that she had been liaising with Milton 

Keynes Council about the repair or replacement of the snails at the snail park in 
Parsley Close.  To re-create each snail and to install would cost approximately 
£5,000. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: 

1. That the cost of the verge works at Twyford Lane, Elgar Grove, Heybridge 
Crescent and Rossini Place at a cost of £2,430 be approved. 

 
2. That the proposed TCV (The Conservations Volunteers) timetable be 

distributed to all Councillors. 
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3. That Councillor Lorrimer-Roberts will carry out a missing tree report in 

Walnut Tree and Walton Park and any areas that have not been covered to 
date be carried out by the Council’s Community Wardens. 

 
4. That in respect of obtaining permits for each tree replacement at a cost of 

£80 each, the Project Support Officer be asked to investigate the possibility 
of obtaining a less expensive blanket permit for the works. 

 
5. That Full Council be requested to approve a virement of £5,000 from the Play 

Area Maintenance budget (Operations Committee) to the Strategic 
Landscaping Budget (Projects Committee) to cover the estimated cost of the 
tree replacement and permit works. 

 
6. That all options for the upgrading of the snails at the snail park in Parsley 

Close be explored before any commitment of expenditure to restore or 
replace. 

 
7. That the updated Strategic Landscaping project report be accepted. 

 
PC057 HINDHEAD KNOLL DEVELOPMENT 
 The Project Support Officer reported that the Hindhead Knoll Working Group had 

met to consider future works at Hindhead Knoll and it had recommended that for 
the time being the provision of an amphitheatre be halted, or at least down-
graded.  Next year would concentrate of the provision of a sculpture and 
landscaping works, of which this and current works could create a communal 
venue space.  This could be done by removing the planting area in the semi-
circle at the Walton Road end of the Knoll and installing hard-standing.  It was 
possible to provide a covering for the area such as a stretch tent to create a 
community space.  This option would cost approximately £2,000, considerable 
less than the provision of an amphitheatre. 

 
 It was accepted that funding would still need to be identified for future works and 

the Project Support Officer would be investigating the potential for external or 
s.106 funding for public art. 

 
 The Project Support Officer reported that the feeder columns had been installed, 

as agreed, yet, were not live.  The proposed up-lighters were still to be installed. 
 
 The quote received from Milton Keynes Council to install the dropped kerbs at 

Hindhead Knoll was incorrect although the works would still be able to be carried 
out within budget and deadline can still be met.  A quote to erect and dismantle 
45m of rope lighting to each tree would cost approximately £553. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: 
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1. That the recommendations of the Hindhead Knoll Working Group to 
halt/downgrade the provision of an amphitheatre be accepted that the 
alternatives for the creation of a community space be considered. 

 
2. That the Project Support Officer continues to investigate the potential for 

external funding for the provision of a sculpture at Hindhead Knoll. 
 
3. That the updated Hindhead Knoll project report be accepted. 

 
PC058 BROWNS WOOD SPORTS GROUND PAVILION 
 The Project Support Officer reported that the Acoustic Survey required for 

planning permission would cost £3,250 which could be funded from s.106 
monies.  The s.106 application forms were currently with Milton Keynes Council 
for its consideration. 

 
 The Project Support Officer showed the architect’s proposed elevations of the 

pavilion build and the Committee discussed the following: 
 

• Metal decking panels 

• The use of wood panelling on the outside of the building 

• Minimising vandalism / anti-social behaviour 

• Self-cleaning glass for the windows 

• Include a canopy at the changing room entrance 

• Downpipes locate within the building 

• Suspended ceilings and maintenance cost analysis  

• Heating arrangements 

• Lighting options for different type of activities. 

• Further discussions to be had on operational hours and signage. 
 
 A meeting of the Browns Wood Working Group would be meeting to discuss 

design matters before the final design was signed off. 
 
 As part of the evidence base for the public works loan application, a public 

consultation on the proposed pavilion build would be taking place soon. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously:  

1. That public consultations on the design elements of the pavilion build 
commences in November 2017. 

 
2. That the cost of the acoustic survey, as required for planning permission, at 

a cost of £3,250, be funded from the ‘Playing Fields’ s.106 monies. 
 
3. That the design and full costings of the pavilion build be considered at the 

next Full Council meeting to be held on 1 November 2017. 
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4. That Full Council be recommended that the decision to apply for a public 
works loan be put out for public consultation. 

 
5. That the Project Support Officer commence work on application for potential 

funding from the Hockey Foundation. 
 
6. The Project Support Officer’s contracted hours be increased to ensure that 

the work to be carried out on the pavilion build, consultation events and loan 
application is completed on schedule.   

 
7. That a maximum of £6,000 be allocated for the increased cost of additional 

Project Support Officer hours, as per the allocated budget for Project Fees. 
 
8. That a VAT staff training session be scheduled to ensure that staff are fully 

up to date about VAT implications, as per the VAT specialist’s 
recommendations. 

 
PC059 BROWNS WOOD SPORTS GROUND WIDER LEISURE OFFER 
 The Committee considered an updated project report and the proposed design of 

the wider leisure offer at Browns Wood Sports Ground 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the wider leisure offer facilities proposed for 

Browns Wood Sports Ground be displayed at the Browns Wood Pavilion build 
engagement events. 

 
PC060 PROJECTS COMMITTEE BUDGET  
 The Committee considered the 2017/2018 projects committee budget and 

forecast and the proposed projects committee budget for 2018/2019. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the Committee include in the 2018/2019 proposed 

projects budget, £15,000 for the resident’s survey and £20,000 to commence 
discussions about Devolved Services. 

 
 

The meeting ended at 9.30pm 
 
Accepted as a true and accurate record 
 
 
 
 
………………………………………………. …………………………………………… 
CHAIR     DATE 
 
 


