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Present:  
Councillors Ian McColl (Chair); Mario Toto (Vice-Chair); Dawn Filby, Simon Lorrimer-
Roberts and Terry Reynolds. 
Officers: Lesley Sung (Parish Manager) and Lisa Emmanuel (Project Support Officer)  
 
PC041 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 None received. 
 
PC042 MINUTES 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the Minutes of the meeting of the Projects 

Committee held on 25 July 2017 be approved and signed by the Chair as a 
correct record, subject to a correction of a spelling mistake in minute PC034 
(Strategic Landscaping) which should read Hindemith Gardens and not Hindmith. 

                           
PC043 PARISH MANAGER’S REPORT  
 Resolved Unanimously:  That the Parish Manager’s report be accepted. 
 
PC044 ACTIVE PLAY 
 The Project Support Officer reported that she was hopeful that the funding bid for 

match funding for Monellan Grove would be approved and that the decision 
would be made by delegated decision at Milton Keynes Council on 24 September 
2017.  The bulb planting at the park would be undertaken around September / 
October 2017 or even as late as beginning of November. 

 
 The Committee heard that the WREN bid for the refurbishment at Wavendon 

Gate Play Area had been delayed and work was now likely to commence around 
January 2018. 

 
 Funding for works at Shuttleworth Grove would be found by Milton Keynes 

Council. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the updated Active Play project report be 

accepted. 
 
PC045 STRATEGIC LANDSCAPING 
 The Project Support Officer reported that as part of the redway refresh project, 

some replacement wayfaring signs had been missed or were pointing in the 
wrong direction.  She added that 2 yellow painted bollards had been missed and 
the proof for the bridge signs were currently with Milton Keynes Council for 
approval. 

 
 Ringway had reported that they would be able to quote for the verge works and 

returning some of them to grass. 
 
 The Project Support Officer reported that she was not hopeful that the Parsley 

Close Parish Partnership Fund application would not be successful.  She added 
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that the work could be covered by the work to be carried out by The Conservation 
Volunteers, if the Committee decided to take on their services. 

 
 Councillor Toto reported that he had carried out a street tree inspection at Old 

Farm Park and Browns Wood and Councillor Filby reported that she had done 
the same at Caldecotte. 

 
 The Project Support Officer reported on the work carried out with The 

Conservation Volunteers and the Council’s Parish Guardians at Hindemith pond 
on 9 September 2017.   

 
 The Committee considered using The Conservation Volunteers (TCV) to help 

carry out a programme of landscaping works within the parish.  TCV can 
undertake a range of activities in both urban and rural areas, from planting trees 
and wildflower meadows to building stiles, clearing footpaths or creating new 
food growing projects. 

 
 The cost of a one day volunteer project was £250 and TCV would bring their own 

volunteers but encourage local volunteers to join through local publicity.  On 
average, 6 volunteers would attend with a team leader and further volunteers 
could be sought through the parish guardians scheme and a request for 
volunteers through use of the website and social media. 

 
 The Committee considered options for using TCV for training days; weekly half 

day projects for one year at a cost of £11,000 per year; weekly day project at a 
cost of £18,000 per year or even weekly half day health focussed activity (Green 
Gym) at a cost of £26,000 per year.  The Project Support Officer would be 
meeting with TCV to discuss future programming of the scheme. 

 
 The Committee considered that the newly appointed Community Warden would 

benefit from working alongside the TCV leaders with the potential to gain training 
qualifications, giving sustainability beyond the scope of the project.  It was also 
an opportunity for the Parish Guardians to gain further skills and confidence to 
enable them to lead projects themselves in the longer term. 

 
 The Committee considered the outstanding landscaping issues. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: 

1. That quotes be obtained for the repair or removal / repair / replacement of 
the snails at Parsley Close / Snail Park. 

 
2. That the landscaping works at Parsley Close / Snail park be considered as 

a clean-up project for the parish guardians / The Conservation Volunteers. 
 
3. That the outstanding street tree inspections be carried out by the Council’s 

two community wardens. 
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4. That a programme of activities be agreed with ‘The Conservation 

Volunteers based on 12 midweek sessions and 6 weekend sessions over a 
period of one year, at a cost of £6,000 per annum, commencing October 
2017. 

 
5. That the updated Strategic Landscaping project report be accepted. 

 
PC046 HINDHEAD KNOLL DEVELOPMENT 
 The Project Support Officer reported that the columns and uplighters as part of 

the Hindhead Knoll development would be installed ahead of the Christmas 
celebration planned for early December 2017.   

 
 The Hindhead Knoll Working Group had met to consider works on crossings at 

Hindhead Koll so that residents could access the site safely.  She also added that 
it would be appropriate to install a vehicle access at the same time as the 
crossing were installed which would save on costs in the long term. 

 
 The Committee considered options for the crossing and the materials used for 

the vehicle access.  Installing the crossings and a grasscrete vehicle access 
would cost approximately £14,000 which highlighted a shortfall of £10,680 in the 
budget. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: 

1. That the Full Council be recommended to agree a virement of £10,680 from 
the Strategic Landscaping budget to the Hindhead Knoll budget to make up 
the shortfall for the cost of installing safety crossings and a grasscrete 
vehicle access at Hindhead Knoll. 

 
2. That the Project Support Officer be requested to investigate the acquisition 

of Hindhead Knoll as part of Milton Keynes Council’s Community Asset 
Transfer (CAT) programme. 

 
PC047 BROWNS WOOD SPORTS GROUND PAVILION 
 The Project Support Officer reported that the Quantity Surveyor had updated the 

Browns Wood Sports Ground Pavilion cost plan to cover the proposed pavilion 
location and the car park.  

 
 The Committee considered the costs of providing a pavilion at Browns Wood 

Sports Ground and based on a build cost of £1.4m the architect fees and works 
to be carried out to gain planning permission would cost £22,580.  This cost 
would include the cost of submitting a planning application not just for the pavilion 
but also to include the wider leisure offer at the sports ground. overall it would 
cost less to submit a planning application for the whole of the works than 
submitting applications for the pavilion and the wider leisure offer separately. 
Currently there is no budget allocated for these works as the monies for the 
pavilion were originally to come from the sale of Bergamot Gardens.  Now that 
the sale of the land has been withdrawn to save monies in the longer term, the 
costs associated with gaining planning permission now needs to be sought. 
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 The Project Support Officer reported that there was no certainty that grants from 

the Hockey Foundation (£75,000) and the FA (£10,000) would be successful. 
 
 The Committee was advised that if the Council was to apply for a public works 

loan to cover the cost of the pavilion of £1.485m, then the Department of 
Communities and Local Government (DCLG) would only be able to grant up to 
£1m in the first year with the £485,000 provided in the second year. 

 
 The Committee gave some consideration to opt to tax which would mean that the 

Council would be able to reduce the amount of the loan by the VAT amount.  This 
would mean that the Council would be required to charge VAT on its pavilion 
income in the future, where applicable. 

 
 As part of the evidence based for the public works loan application, a public 

consultation would need to take place to provide residents details of the loan 
application and the impact this would have on the precept. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously:  

1. That Full Council be recommended to approve that £22,580 be allocated 
form reserves to cover the cost of works and fees required to submit a 
successful planning application to cover the pavilion build and the wider 
leisure offer. 

 
2. That a business case for the cost of the pavilion build be developed and 

submitted to Full Council for agreement. 
 
3. That the public works loan application be considered for approval at a future 

meeting of Full Council once the business case had been developed and 
issues and full options were considered around VAT and option to tax. 

 
4. That Full Council be recommended that the decision to apply for a public 

works loan be put out for public consultation. 
 
5. That the VAT advisor used by Moulton parish Council be contacted for his 

opinion on the proposed build and that he come back to the committee with 
clear options and recommendations about whether to opt to tax or not. 

 
PC048 BROWNS WOOD SPORTS GROUND WIDER LEISURE OFFER 
 The Committee considered an updated project report. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the updated Browns Wood Sports Ground Wider 

Leisure Offer project report be accepted. 
 
PC049 PROJECTS COMMITTEE BUDGET  
 The Committee considered the 2017/2018 projects committee budget and 

forecast. 
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 Resolved Unanimously: That the Projects Committee budget be accepted. 
 
PC050 CONFIDENTIAL ITEM 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the press and public be excluded from the 

remainder of the meeting to allow discussions that by its nature, will consider 
commercial matters that are not be disclosed. (Agenda Item 12 – Land Agent 
Fees). 

 
PC051 BERGAMOT GARDENS 
 The Committee considered the cost of land agent fees for the work carried out as 

part of the proposed sale of Bergamot Gardens, which was no longer going 
ahead. 

 
 Resolved: That as there was no contractual arrangements for the payment of 

fees is the sale of land at Bergamot Gardens did not occur, the Council had no 
legal obligation to pay the fees requested. 

 
 

The meeting ended at 9.30pm 
 
Accepted as a true and accurate record 
 
 
 
 
………………………………………………. …………………………………………… 
CHAIR     DATE 
 
 


