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Present:  
Councillors Ian McColl (Chair); Mario Toto (Vice-Chair); Dawn Filby, Simon Lorrimer-
Roberts and Terry Reynolds. 
Officers: Lesley Sung (Parish Manager) and Lisa Emmanuel (Project Support Officer)  
 
PC017 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 None received. 
 
PC018 MINUTES 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the Minutes of the meeting of the Projects 

Committee held on 23 May 2017 be approved and signed by the Chair as a 
correct record. 

                           
PC019 PARISH MANAGER’S REPORT  
 Resolved Unanimously:   

1. That the future consideration of fencing at the Council’s allotment sites be 
allocated to the Operations Committee. 

2. That the Parish Manager’s report be accepted. 
 
PC020 PROJECTS SUMMARY 
 The Committee received a summary of all projects currently being undertaken by 

the Council.  The summary gave a brief project details, the budget allocated to 
each budget and whether an application had been made or monies received. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the summary of projects be noted.  
 
PC021 ACTIVE PLAY 
 The Project Support Officer submitted a proposed design for the replacement 

main climbing unit at Wavendon Gate play area which provided for a safer 
flooring with pebbles in place of bark with safety matting placed strategically at 
the bottom of the slide.  The Project Support Officer reported that would be 
contacting Wavendon Gate Primary School to discuss the possibility of running a 
competition for pupils to design signage for the play area.  The signage would be 
installed alongside the formal signage for the play area. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the updated Active Play project report be 

accepted. 
 
PC022 STRATEGIC LANDSCAPING 
 The Project Support Officer reported on landscaping matters within the parish 

and highlighted works required at play areas, ponds, footpaths, verges and other 
ad hoc land.  The Committee also considered which of the works could 
incorporate help from the Conservation Volunteers (TCV) and for some of the 
smaller landscaping matters, the possibility of co-ordinating with the Council’s 
own Parish Guardians. 

 



     Minutes of a Meeting of the PROJECTS COMMITTEE 
held on TUESDAY 27 JUNE 2017 

Room 2, MKSnap, Bourton Low, Walnut Tree, Milton Keynes, 
MK7 7DE at 7.00pm 

 
 The Committee also discussed a way forward in respect of the crown land at 

Britten Grove in Old Farm Park. 
 

Resolved Unanimously: 
1. That quotes for the landscaping work at the highlighted sites be obtained 

from Milton Keynes Council’s contractors and considered at the next 
meeting of the Committee so that agreed works could commence at the 
beginning of September, after the bird-nesting season. 

 
2. That the Project Support Officer continues to investigate the potential for 

applying for Tesco local funding for clean-up and landscaping works at the 
ponds located near Boyce Crescent and Lamb Lane and the crown land at 
Britten Grove in Old Farm Park. 

 
3. That the quote for works on the crown land at Britten Grove includes a 

quote for options and future maintenance costs and that the future up-keep 
on the land to come under the remit of the Operations Committee. 

 
4. That, within their areas, Parish Councillors be requested to map areas 

where tree replacement may be required. 
 
PC023 HINDHEAD KNOLL DEVELOPMENT 
 The Project Support Officer reported submitted a project plan for the 

development of Hindhead Knoll and reported the proposal for floodlighting at the 
site was progressing. 

 
 The Project Support Officer reported that the development of Hindhead Knoll 

would occur in 4 phases: Floodlighting; Future Proofing; Landscaping; relocation 
of refurbished play area from Walnut Tree Local Centre to the area of Hindhead 
Knoll closest to Walton High School.  The floodlighting would be provided by 
Holophane with no cost to the Council and it was envisaged that the future 
proofing of the site would cost in the region of £2,500.  This would include all the 
cabling required for the floodlighting. 

 
 Two consultation dates had been arranged to take place at Hindhead Knoll so 

that residents could consider some of the options for the development of the site.  
The consultations dates had been set for Saturday 22 July in the morning and on 
3 August 2017 early evening. 

 
 The Project Officer was currently in discussion with Milton Keynes Council’s 

Highways section about the provision of dropped kerbs and a crossing point on 
either side of Hindhead Knoll in the area close to the Blackberry Centre.  It was 
likely that costings for the works would be available at the next meeting of the 
Hindhead Knoll Development Working Group. 

 
 The Committee considered the future use of the space that would be vacant once 

the play area had been relocated from the area at Walnut Tree local centre to 
Hindhead Knoll.  The Project Officer reported details of a competition being run 
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by Kaloo to win an outdoor gym and runners up would be provided with a 30% 
discount on equipment.  To enter, the Council would need to put forward a good 
case for providing an outdoor gym in the proposed location.  

 
 Resolved Unanimously:  

1. That the Council enters the Kaloo competition to win an outdoor gym that 
could potentially be installed in the space created by the relocation of the 
play area at Walnut Tree local centre to Hindhead Knoll. 

 
2. That the Committee recognises and accepts the four phases of 

development at Hindhead Knoll as  
 

 Phase 1 – Floodlighting 

 Phase 2 – Future Proofing 

 Phase 3 – Landscaping 

 Phase 4 – Installation of new play area. 
 
PC024 BROWNS WOOD SPORTS GROUND PAVILION 
 The Project Support Officer reported that she and the Parish Manager had met 

with the appointed architects pHp to agree the award of contract and the 
timescale for the delivery of sketches for phase 1 and 2 of the pavilion build. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the updated project report be accepted and that 

the outline sketch of a proposed pavilion be distributed to the Committee for 
further consideration. 
 

PC025 BROWNS WOOD SPORTS GROUND WIDER LEISURE OFFER 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the updated project report be accepted. 
 
PC026 REDWAY REFRESH  
 The Project Support Officer reported that the repainting of the yellow bollards 

was now complete but that there had been a delay with the installation of the 
signs because the increased size of the new signs be too low for the existing 
poles.  Milton Keynes Council had advised that this had not been picked up 
during earlier discussions with Walton Community Council and so installation of 
new poles to accommodate the new size signs would be paid for by Milton 
Keynes Council.  

 
 Resolved Unanimously:  That the updated project report be accepted. 
  
PC027 PROJECTS COMMITTEE BUDGET  
 The Committee considered the 2017/2018 projects committee budget and 

forecast. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the Project Committee budget be accepted. 
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PC028 CONFIDENTIAL ITEM 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the press and public be excluded from the 

remainder of the meeting to allow discussions that by their nature, will be 
confidential.  The Committee wished to discuss a report on the way forward in 
respect of land at Bergamot Gardens which contained matter of legal privilege. 

 
PC029 SALE OF LAND AT BERGAMOT GARDENS 
 The Committee considered the current position in respect of the sale of land at 

Bergamot Gardens along with advice received from the Council’s appointed 
solicitor. 

  
 The Committee was advised that the Homes and Communities Agency (HCA) 

had informed the Council that it had decided that it would be recommending to 
the Department of Communities and Local Government (DCLG) that the 52% 
clawback of receipts from the sale of land at Bergamot Gardens should not be 
waived. 

 
 The Committee was very disappointed to receive this information as there had 

been an expectation that the HCA clawback would be waived considering that 
the receipts from the sale would be put towards enhancing community facilities 
by the building of a community pavilion at Browns Wood Sports Ground.  The 
prospect of any change of view by the DCLG was very unlikely and there is no 
opportunity for appeal. 

 
 The Committee was further advised that for every year the land at Bergamot 

Gardens was not sold, the percentage of receipts that could be claimed by the 
HCA would be reduced by 2% on an annual basis.  For example, selling the land 
in 5 years would secure a further 10% of receipts from the sale. 

 
 The Committee considered that the receipt of 48% of the current sale value did 

not constitute ‘best value’ and that going ahead with the sale would now, not be 
in the best interest of the community.  By withdrawing the land from sale and 
leaving the land unused, the land would become a better long-term investment as 
the asset would appreciate its sale value by 2% every year plus any increase 
associated with increased land values. 

 
 The Project Officer reported that there was the potential for sourcing alternative 

funding for the provision of a community pavilion at Browns Wood Sports Ground 
and the Committee considered that this should be explored further. 

 
 The Parish Manager further updated the Committee on legal advice in respect of 

2 FOI requests and a complaint received in respect of the sale of Bergamot 
Gardens. 

 
Resolved Unanimously: 
1. That the Committee is disappointed to receive the Homes and Communities 

Agency) HCA’s decision to recommend to the Department of Communities 
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and Local Government (DCLG) that the 52% clawback should not be 
waived. 

 
2. That the Committee acknowledges that for every year the land is not sold, 

the percentage receipt that could be claimed by the HCA would be reduced 
by 2%. 

 
3. That in view of the advice from the HCA that Walton Community Council 

would receive only 48% of any receipts from the immediate sale of land at 
Bergamot Gardens, the Council be recommended to consider that, in the 
best interests of the community, the land at Bergamot Gardens be 
withdrawn from sale.  

 
4. That the Committee is kept up to date in respect of the FOI requests and 

complaint received in respect of matters relating to the sale of land at 
Bergamot Gardens. 

 
  
 

The meeting ended at 9.35pm 
 
Accepted as a true and accurate record 
 
 
………………………………………………. …………………………………………… 
CHAIR     DATE 
 
 

 


