
 

Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of the  
OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 

TUESDAY 12 SEPTEMBER 2017 at 7.00pm 
Room 2, MKSNAP, Bourton Low, Walnut Tree, MK7 7DE 

 
Present: 
Councillors: David Newland (Chair), Amanda Taylor (Vice-Chair), Joanna Bolton, Simon 
Lorrimer-Roberts and Mario Toto.  
 
Officer: Lesley Sung (Parish Manager)  
 
Member of the Public: 1  
 
OC044 WELCOME AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The member of the public in 

attendance wished to address the Committee regarding damaged street 
nameplates which related to an item on the agenda.  

 
OC045 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 None  
  
OC046 DECLARATONS OF INTEREST 
 No interests declared.  
 
OC047 MINUTES 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the minutes of the meeting held on 11 July 2017 

be approved and signed by the Chair as a correct record.  
 
OC048 PARISH MANAGER’S REPORT 
 The Committee received an update from the Parish Manager on outstanding 

matters and actions taken since the last meeting of the Operations Committee. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the Parish Manager’s report be accepted.  
 
OC049 THAMES VALLEY POLICE 
 Representative from Thames Valley Police were unable to attend the meeting. 
 
FC050 COMMUNITY WARDEN’S REPORT 
 The Community Warden reported on the work he had undertaken since the last 

meeting of the Operations Committee.  
 
 The Community Warden had attended the joint Walton Community 

Council/Thames Valley Police ‘Have Your Say’ meeting on 13 July and 10 
August, held on the morning of the MK SNAP café.  The Council is still waiting 
for TVP to provide their logo so that publicity material such as banners and 
posters can be sought. 

 
 The Warden had been assisting with the allotment tenancy renewals and had 

carried out allotment inspections at the beginning of August.  He had also 
carried out a full inspection of the Council’s dog bins and had checked that the 
refurbishment works on the benches throughout the parish had been completed 
by Serco.  
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 Resolved Unanimously:  That the Community Warden’s report be accepted.  
 
OC051 ALLOTMENT ADMINISTRATION AND INSPECTIONS 
 The Community Warden reported that, as at the end of the first week in 

October, there were 13 people on the waiting list for an allotment garden and no 
vacancies.  However, some may become available as not all allotment garden 
tenancies will be renewed. 

 
 The Warden’s report highlighted condition of allotment gardens were as follows: 
 
 Boxberry Gardens – Of the 23 plots, all were in a good or satisfactory condition. 
 Duchess Grove – Of the 22 full and 6 sub-plots, all were in a good or 

satisfactory condition. 
 Holst Crescent – Of the 31 plots, 6 required more work and the rest were in a 

good or satisfactory condition. 
 Studley Knapp – Of the 38 plots (1 communal), 31 were in a good or 

satisfactory condition and 7 required more work. 
 
All tenants have been sent a new tenancy agreement to sign, plus an invoice for 
payment.  These were sent out first week in September.  The new tenancy 
agreement was amended to include instructions about keeping off other people’s 
plots without their permission and that any unauthorised taking or damage to 
another tenant’s plot would result in their immediate eviction from the site.  
 
The Warden had arranged for the wasp’s nest on Duchess Grove to be removed. 
 
Discussions were taking place between the Duchess Grove Allotment 
Association and the Parish Manager about the provision of a communal wildlife 
area and a pond.  Following discussions with the Council’s insurers and reference 
to guidance to ponds on allotment sites from the Allotments Regeneration 
Initiative, the Parish Manager will meet with the Allotment Association to discuss 
the siting and type of pond the allotment holders would like to see.  Renting the 
area out as a plot, for a nominal fee would transfer liability from Walton 
Community Council to the Allotment Association.  As indicated by the Allotment 
Association a Memorandum of Understanding could be established to ensure the 
pond was kept in a manageable state and that if the pond was not kept to the 
required standard then the pond would be filled in and restored to flat. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the allotment report be accepted and that an 

agreement be made with the Duchess Grove Allotment Association to allow it to 
create a wildlife pond area on an unused corner of the allotment site, for a 
nominal fee of £1 per annum. 

 
OC052 BROWNS WOOD SPORTS GROUND  
 The Committee received a breakdown of works carried out at Browns Wood 

Sports Ground since the Council had commenced a contract with Serco back in 
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March 2017.  Members of the Committee had commented on how well the 
football pitches were looking.  

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That Serco’s breakdown of works carried out at 

Browns Wood Sports Ground since March 2017 be accepted. 
 
OC053 STREET NAMEPLATES 
 The Parish Manager submitted details of repairs or replacement of street 

nameplates in the area. 
 
 Street nameplates in Walton identified for repair as part of Milton Keynes 

Council’s street nameplate repair programme: 
 

Street Name Location Estate 

Gregories Drive Junction with H10, Bletcham Way Wavendon Gate 

Isaacson Drive Junction with Fyfield Barrow Wavendon Gate 

Rackshaw Grove Junction with Boyce Crescent Old Farm Park 

V10 Brickhill Street Central reservation on south 
island from Kents Hill Park 
roundabout 

Walton Hall 

 
All other damaged street nameplates in the area would not be replaced or 
repaired in the 2017/2018 financial year.  It may be that the repairs will be 
undertaken by Milton Keynes Council in the 2018/2019 financial year or not at 
all.  The cost of repairing or replacing a street nameplate cost approximately 
£500, although Milton Keynes Council were currently looking at the appointment 
of new suppliers to drive down the cost. 
  

 Resolved Unanimously:  
1. That Milton Keynes Council’s intentions to repair or replace only 50 street 

nameplates in this financial year be noted. 
 
2. That residents be asked to report any damaged nameplates in need of 

refurbishment or repair that that this be done through the Council’s social 
media and a note on Walton’s community site ‘Next Door’. 

 
OC054 SNAIL PARK 
 The Committee viewed recent photographs of the snail park and the damage 

done to the snails. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That any improvements to this area be considered as 

part of the Project Committee’s Strategic Landscaping/The Conservation 
Volunteers project. 
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OC055 STANDING ITEM - PARISH GUARDIANS 
 The Committee received a verbal update on activities undertaken by the 

Council’s Parish Guardians.  The last clean-up day of the year had taken place 
on Saturday 9 September 2017 at Browns Wood.   

 
 The Parish Manager reported that there was opportunity for the Parish 

Guardians to become involved with any future partnership working the Council 
carried out with The Conservation Volunteers (TCV). 

 
 A parish guardians meeting and small reception had been organised to take 

place on the evening of Monday 9 October 2017 to say thank you to all our 
volunteers and for making the parish guardians scheme a success. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the report be accepted. 
 
OC056 COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH  
 The Parish Manager updated the committee on the presentation that had been 

made by Milton Keynes Council’s Road Safety Officer about an initiative to 
introduce, where required, a Community Speedwatch scheme which involved 
residents monitoring road use.  The aim was to slow down traffic in an area that 
had been identified as an area where a proportion of vehicles were breaking the 
speed limit. 

 
 An area in Studley Knapp had been identified as such an area and the 

Committee considered borrowing the speedwatch equipment to carry out a 
traffic survey in the area.  Equipment could be loaned from Milton Keynes 
Council free of charge. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously:  

1. That further investigations be made regarding the area in Studley Knapp 
and the need to employ the community speedwatch initiative in that area. 

2. That residents be informed of the initiative through the Council’s social 
media as a means of identifying other areas that could benefit from the 
scheme. 

 
OC057 STREET FURNITURE (BENCHES) UPDATE  
 The Council’s Community Warden had checked all the street furniture (benches) 

in the area where refurbishment works had been carried out.  Details of the street 
furniture refurbishments had been publicised on the Council’s social media. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That it be accepted that all the street furniture 

refurbishment, as requested, had now been completed by Serco. 
 
OC058 WEBSITE UPGARDE 
 The Chair of the Operations Committee reported that he had been working with 

the Assistant Parish Manager to upgrade the website and that the website was 
due to go live next week. 
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 Resolved Unanimously: That the report be accepted.  
 
OC059 SUMMER PLAY ACTIVITIES 
 The Committee received a verbal update on the success of the summer play 

activities that had taken place during the school summer holidays.  There had 
been an excellent turnout for all activities.  The activities were very popular and 
the bookable events filled up very quickly. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the success of the Walton Community Council 

sponsored summer activities be welcomed. 
 
OC060 OPERATIONS BUDGET 

The Committee considered its budget and budget forecast for 2017/2018. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the budget report be accepted. 
 
OC061 CONFIDENTIAL ITEM 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the public and press be excluded from the 

meeting so that the Committee could consider leasing arrangements for a small 
van, of which matters discussed could be of a commercially sensitive nature. 

 
OC043 LEASE OF A VAN (COMMUNITY WARDEN)  
 The Committee considered offers made in respect of a long-term lease/hire of a 

small van which would be used, mainly by the newly appointed Community 
Warden. 

 
 MK Snap had agreed storage the van in their compound at their premises 

overnight at a cost of £10 per week.  
 
 Resolved Unanimously:  

1. That because of the conditions imposed by the leasing companies, the 
Committee consider outright purchase of a van at the next meeting of the 
Committee. 

2. That, considering the van will only be used for very short journey, the van 
should be a basic model but with side opening doors, if the budget allows. 

3. That the Committee considers the purchase of an electric vehicle, 
depending on budget and convenience. 

4. That the £10 per week charge be agreed for the safe overnight storage of 
the van within the compound on MK Snap’s premises. 

 
The meeting ended at 9.15pm  

 
Accepted as a true and accurate record 
 
 
………………………………………………   ………………….. 
CHAIR      DATE 


