
 

Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of the  
OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 

TUESDAY 11 JULY 2017 at 7.00pm 
Room 2, MKSNAP, Bourton Low, Walnut Tree, MK7 7DE 

 
Present: 
Councillors: David Newland (Chair), Amanda Taylor (Vice-Chair), Simon Lorrimer-
Roberts and Mario Toto.  
 
Officer: Lesley Sung (Parish Manager)  

 
Also Present: J Fernandes (Walton MK Football Club) 
 
OC026 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 An apology for absence was received on behalf of Councillor Joanna Bolton.
  

OC027 DECLARATONS OF INTEREST 
 No interests declared.  
 
OC028 MINUTES 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the minutes of the meeting held on 13 June 

2017 be approved and signed by the Chair as a correct record.  
 
OC029 PARISH MANAGER’S REPORT 

 The Committee received an update from the Parish Manager on outstanding 
matters and actions taken since the last meeting of the Operations Committee. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the Parish Manager’s report be accepted.  
 
OC030 THAMES VALLEY POLICE 

 Thames Valley Police representatives were unable to attend because of 
differing shift patterns.  However, the local neighbourhood policing team 
submitted details of crime statistics for the Committee to consider: 

 

 Burglary – 4 

 Break in of sheds – 2 

 Theft from vehicle – 7 (mainly in the Caldecotte area). 
 
 The area of Pettingrew Close has recently seen some anti-social behaviour and 

a camera will be placed in the street over the next few days. 
 
 The local neighbourhood police team have created a new patrol plan which 

covers all estates across Danesborough and Walton.  Officers whose shifts are 
early or late will conduct foot or cycle patrols across a set route with a 15-
minute stop at specific places.  This allows for better visibility in specific areas 
and allows for better engagement so that members of the public are able to 
approach the local police team at specified ‘stops’.  This new approach would 
tie in well with the Walton Community Council/Thames Valley Police Local 
Neighbourhood Team’s Joint ‘Have Your Say’ meetings as new sites for the 
meetings can be identified.  This provides an opportunity for ‘Have Your Say’ 
meetings to be held on different days and times.  It is hoped that the patrols can 
fit in with the Community Warden so that routes could be covered together. 
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 The Operations Committee will have sight of the maps once the routes have 

been finalised.  The neighbourhood police team are currently testing the routes 
to ensure they fit in with timescales and working practices. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the Thames Valley Police (TVP) report be 

accepted.  
 

OC031 SOUTHSIDE UNITED 

 The Chair welcomed to the meeting, John Fernandes from Southside United 
Football Club. 

 
 Mr Fernandes reported that Southside United Football Club had now officially 

changed its name to Walton MK Football Club to reflect the membership and 
locality of the club.  He added that 80% of the Club’s membership were from the 
area of Walton. 

 
 Mr Fernandes said that the Club was really pleased with the pitch facilities and 

allocation at Browns Wood and requested further information about the 
proposed pavilion and leisure facilities at the site. 

 
 The Vice-Chair of the Projects Committee, Councillor Mario Toto updated Mr 

Fernandes on the pavilion and wider leisure offer projects and proposed phased 
timetable. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That Serco, the sports ground maintenance 

contractor be requested to provide a schedule of works and that this be sent to 
Walton MK Football Club for their information. 

 
OC032 STANDING ITEM – BROWNS WOOD SPORTS GROUND 
 The Parish Manager reported that maintenance of the football pitches at 

Browns Wood was ongoing and there were no issues to report. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the report be accepted.  
 
FC033 COMMUNITY WARDEN’S REPORT 
 The Community Warden reported on the work he had undertaken since the last 

meeting of the Operations Committee. By using the ‘Map My Ride’ App, the 
Warden has recorded that over 17 patrols, he covered 96 miles, averaging 5.64 
miles per patrol. 

 
 The Community Warden had attended the joint Walton Community 

Council/Thames Valley Police ‘Have Your Say’ meeting on 22 June, held on the 
morning of the MK SNAP café.  The Council is still waiting for TVP to provide 
their logo so that publicity material such as banners and posters can be sought. 
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 The Warden has completed monthly allotment inspections and completed the 

quarterly play inspection report. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously:  That the Community Warden’s report be accepted.  
 
OC034 ALLOTMENT ADMINISTRATION AND INSPECTIONS 
 The Community Warden reported that, as at the end of the first week in July, 

there were 11 people on the waiting list for an allotment garden and there are 
two allotment gardens soon to be vacated.  One is on Holst Crescent and the 
other on Studley Knapp. 

 
 The Warden’s report highlighted that the number of vacant plots on the 

allotment sites were as follows: 
 
 Boxberry Gardens – Of the 23 plots, all were in a good or satisfactory condition. 
 Duchess Grove – Of the 22 full and 6 sub-plots, all but 2 plots were in a good or 

satisfactory condition. 
 Holst Crescent – Of the 31 plots, 2 were vacant, 2 required more work and the 

rest were in a good or satisfactory condition. 
 Studley Knapp – Of the 38 plots (1 communal), 32 were in a good or 

satisfactory condition, one had been vacated and 4 required more work. 
 
 Last month the Warden contacted 21 tenants who were not maintaining their 

plots in the manner expected. 15 of those tenants either quit or gave notice to 
quite or undertook the required remedial work. There are still six plotholders that 
did not respond and they will be contacted again later in the month. 

 
 Councillor Reynolds was appointed as the Community Council’s representative 

on the Duchess Grove Allotment Association and attended the meeting of the 
Association on 1 July 2017. 

 
 The Community Warden had contacted tenants explaining that the Council had 

a small amount of money available for improvements and asked tenants to 
make suggestions on how the monies could be used.  The Committee 
discussed the list of suggestions received. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously:  

1. That further investigations be made about the cost of troughs and how 
much funding could be acquired from the Duchess Grove Allotment 
Association to joint fund an additional trough at their site. 

 
2. That options and quotes be obtained for better fencing to all the allotment 

sites. 
 
3. That, in principal, there is no objection to the making of a pond at 

Duchess Grove Allotment site on the proviso that the pond is fenced off 
and made safe and that the Council does not have responsibility for 
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maintaining the pond, has no liability for the pond and that if the pond is 
no longer used, the Association will fill in the pond and return the area to 
grass and flat. 

 
4. That the anti-climb paint be renewed at all allotment sites but the timing 

subject to any renewal of fencing at the sites.  
 
OC035 PLAY AREA INSPECTION REPORT 
 The Committee received the play inspection report.  The Committee 

commented on the work required at Parsley Close play area. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously:  

1. That a matrix of play improvements be produced to keep a track of all the 
works taking place on play areas in the parish. 

 
2. That a quote be obtained for the repair and repainting of the snails at the 

snail park and consider whether the painting of the snails, once repaired 
could be work carried out by the Parish Guardians. 

 
3. That landscaping improvements at Parsley Close Play Area be 

considered as part of the Projects Committee Strategic Landscaping 
project. 

 
4. That Milton Keynes Council be advised that if the football table at Studley 

Knapp cannot be appropriately maintained and repaired, that the table be 
removed with the possibility of donating it to a school.  

 
OC036 LANDSCAPING 
 The Committee received a list of landscaping works that had been carried out or 

which were due to be carried out in the area. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the landscaping issues be considered as part of 

the Strategic Landscaping project until such a point when any landscaping 
issues become an operational matter. 

 
OC037 STANDING ITEM - PARISH GUARDIANS 
 The Committee received a verbal update on activities undertaken by the 

Council’s Parish Guardians.  The next clean-up day would be held on Saturday 
15 July in Caldecotte followed by the final clean-up of the year on Saturday 9 
September 2017 at Browns Wood. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the report be accepted. 
 
OC038 STREET FURNITURE (BENCHES)  
 The Council had received monies for participation in Milton Keynes Council’s 

Recycle and Reward Scheme and at its meeting held in February, the 
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Operations Committee decided that the monies should be used to refurbish 
street furniture (benches) within the Walton parish. 

 
 To date, benches that had been refurbished were those located at Boyce 

Crescent, Holst Crescent, the dinosaur park in Caldecotte and Monellan Grove.  
More work is promised in July although completion may take some time due to 
weather and capacity to carry out the requirements. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the report be accepted. 

 
OC039 DOG BINS – UPDATE OF REPLACEMENTS AND REFURBISHMENTS  

 A dog bin usage survey carried out in 2016 identified areas where there was an 
under capacity of dog bins and where a larger bin may be required. 

 
 Ward Councillor Jenni Ferrans had responded to the need for two dog bins at 

Walton Road/Tamworth Stubb and at Bartholomew Close/Simpson Road and it 
was agreed that she would pay for the purchase and installation of dog bins from 
her Ward Based Budget on the proviso that Walton Community Council would 
pay for the continued maintenance of the bins.  The Parish Manager reported that 
the dog bins had now been installed. 

 
 To date, the following works have been carried out: 

 Arne Lane/Britten Grove 35 litre red bin has been changed to a 70 litre 
bin 

 Walton Road/Tamworth Stubb – a new 35 red bin has been installed. 

 Simpson Road – a refurbished 35 ltr green bin has been installed. 

 Monellan Grove – 35 ltr red bin swapped with 35 ltr green bin (parks 
Trust land) 

 Caldecotte – 35 ltr green bin swapped with 70 ltr green bin. 

 Replacement of 2 x 35 litre bins at Browns Wood Sports Ground in a 
state of disrepair for 2 x 35 litre refurbished green bins. 

 Installation of new bin at Limbaud Close. 

 Refurbished dog bin at Twyford Lane 

 Refurbished dog bin at Caldecotte Arms Public House, Caldecotte. 
 

Other bins identified for refurbishment/replacement are as follows: 

 Walton Road Snail Park 

 Studley Knapp 

 Hindhead Knoll – requires new lid 

 Hindead Knoll (2) 

 Holst Crescent – needs new lid 

 Morley Crescent 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the report be accepted. 
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OC040 WEBSITE – UPDATE 

 The Parish Manager reported that work on the website upgrade was progressing.  
The Chair of the Operations Committee added that he would be looking at the 
proposals next week and that a further update would be received at the next 
meeting of the Operations Committee. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the report be accepted.  
 
OC041 OPERATIONS BUDGET 

The Committee considered its budget and budget forecast for 2017/2018. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the budget report be accepted and that the 

proposed van hire for the community warden be funded from the neighbourhood 
services budget.  

 
OC042 CONFIDENTIAL ITEM 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the public and press be excluded from the 

meeting to discuss quotes received for the printing of the newsletter. 
 
OC043 NEWSLETTER – PRINTING COSTS 
 The Committee considered three quotes for the cost of printing the Council’s 

newsletters. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That Colossal be appointed to print the Council’s 

newsletter over the next year. 
 
 
 
 

The meeting ended at 9.25pm  
 
 
Accepted as a true and accurate record 
 
 
………………………………………………   ………………….. 
CHAIR      DATE 
 
 
 


