
 

Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of the  
OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 

TUESDAY 13 JUNE 2017 at 7.00pm 
Room 4, MKSNAP, Bourton Low, Walnut Tree, MK7 7DE 

 

 

Present: 
Councillors: David Newland (Chair), Amanda Taylor (Vice-Chair), Joanna Bolton, Simon 
Lorrimer-Roberts and Mario Toto.  
 
Officer: Lesley Sung (Parish Manager)  
 
OC015 DECLARATONS OF INTEREST 

 No interests declared.  
 
OC016 MINUTES 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the minutes of the meeting held on 9 May 2017 

be approved and signed by the Chair as a correct record, subject to Councillor 
Amanda Taylor and not Councillor Mario Toto being recorded as the Vice-Chair 
of those present at the meeting.  

 
OC017 THAMES VALLEY POLICE 
 A representative from Thames Valley Police was unable to attend the meeting 

and instead, provided a report in respect of the area of Danesborough and 
Walton.  

 
 Crime figures in the area since 13 May 2017 was as follows: 

 Burglary to the home – 5 

 Theft from vehicles close to Caldecotte Arms – 7 

 Criminal damage to vehicle – 2 
 

 The burglaries are over the whole of the parish and are still under investigation 
and thefts from vehicles have mainly been from vans parked at the Caldecotte 
Arms Public House. Criminal damage has occurred at Caldecotte to several 
vehicles linked to the same addresses.  There are no lines of enquiries but the 
matter is currently ongoing. 

 
 The TVP report indicated that since handing out alarms at the allotment sites, 

there has been no further reports of theft or damage at any of the sites. 
 
 TVP has had no further calls in relation to Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) at 

Pettingrew Close but the area will continue to be monitored.  
 
 Local PCSO, Andy Angus is relocating to another area and Wavendon Gate, 

Old Farm Park and Browns Wood will now be covered by PCSO Naomi Wenn.  
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the Thames Valley Police (TVP) report be 

accepted.  
 

OC017 PARISH MANAGER’S REPORT 
 The Committee received an update from the Parish Manager on outstanding 

matters and actions taken since the last meeting of the Operations Committee. 
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 Resolved Unanimously: That the Parish Manager’s report be accepted.  
 
OC018 COMMUNITY WARDEN’S REPORT 
 The Community Warden reported on work he had undertaken since the last 

meeting of the Operations Committee.  In addition to his usual work patrolling 
and allotment inspections, the Community Warden had responded to 
complaints from members of the public concerning various matter such as uncut 
grass, overgrown foliage at road junctions, excessive dog mess and broken 
fencing at Holst Crescent Allotment site.  Where appropriate, reports had been 
made to Milton Keynes Council. 

 
 The planned joint Walton Community Council/Thames Valley Police Local 

Neighbourhood Team ‘Have Your Say’ meeting had been cancelled due to local 
police commitments elsewhere and the next joint event was scheduled for 
Thursday 22 June 2017.  

 
 A member of the Committee reported that there was an increasing amount of 

litter around the bus stops and suggested that the Warden continues to monitor. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously:  That the Community Warden’s report be accepted 

and that he be requested to monitor the level of litter accumulating around the 
bus stops within the parish. 

 
OC019 ALLOTMENTS -  ADMINISTRATION AND WARDENS INSPECTION REPORT 

 The Community Warden reported that there were 10 people on the waiting list for 
an allotment garden and that there were no plots available at present.  

 
 The Community Warden had carried out allotment site inspections at the end of 

May/beginning of June and recorded the following:  
 

Studley Knapp – Of the 38 plots (1 communal), 30 were in a good or satisfactory 
condition and 7 required more work. 
Boxberry Gardens – Of the 23 plots, 20 were in a good or satisfactory condition 
and 3 required more work. 
Duchess Grove – Of the 22 full and 6 sub-plots, 19 of the full plots and all the 
sub-plots were in a good or satisfactory condition and 3 required more work. 
Holst Crescent – Of the 31 plots, 23 were in a good or satisfactory condition and 
8 required more work. 
 
The Warden had contacted 21 of the Council’s tenants expressing concern about 
the non-cultivated status of their plots of which 3 had promised to carry out the 
required works and 5 had given notice to quit. 
 
The broken fencing at Holst Crescent had now been fixed. 
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On Saturday 13 May 2017, the Warden and three Thames Valley Police 
Community Service Officers from the Local Neighbourhood Police Team visited 
all the allotment sites to discuss and advise on security issues. Crime prevention 
stickers and shed alarms were issued to tenants who wanted them. 
 
Some of the padlocks on the gates of the allotment sites had failed resulted in the 
need for two replacements padlocks at Holst Crescent and one at both Studley 
Knapp and Duchess Grove. The latch on the vehicular entrance at Duchess 
Grove also required replacement. 
 
The Committee considered nominating a Walton Community Council 
representative to the Duchess Grove Allotment Association.  The Council’s 
representative would be required to attend meeting of the Allotment Association 
but would not have the ability to vote at any of the meetings. 
 

 Resolved Unanimously: 
1. That the Community Warden’s report be accepted.  
2. That a budget of £500 per year from the existing allotments budget be 

allocated for lock replacement and that any sum above the £500 limit be 
reviewed at a meeting of the Operations Committee. 

3. That members of the Operations Committee does not return a nomination 
for representative on the Duchess Grove Allotment Association, but 
instead, ask both Wavendon Gate Councillors, Ian McColl and Terry 
Reynolds, if they would wish to represent the Council. 

 
OC020 STANDING ITEM – BROWNS WOOD SPORTS GROUND 
 The Committee received an update on maintenance issues at Browns Wood 

Sports Ground.  The Committee was reminded that since exclusive use of the 
football pitches was given to Southside United, the Browns Wood Sports 
Ground User Group had been disbanded and that instead, representatives from 
Southside United would be invited on a regular basis to the Operations 
Committee to discuss any matters arising. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the report be accepted and that a representative 

from Southside United be invited to the next meeting of the Operations 
Committee.  

 
OC021 PARISH GUARDIANS 
 The Committee received a verbal update on the Parish Guardians Scheme.  

The Parish Guardian Scheme had recruited to it 15 new volunteers who had 
signed up to the scheme having heard about the Council’s clean-up days.  
Children were present at the last clean-up day and as requested, the Council is 
in the process of purchasing children’s litter-picking kits.  Dates of the next 
Parish Guardian meetings would be sent out to volunteers as soon as possible. 
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 Resolved Unanimously: That to thank all of those who had participated in the 

Parish Guardians Scheme, all volunteers be invited to a small get-together after 
the last clean-up day of the year on 9 September 2017. 

 
OC022 LANDSCAPING 

 The Committee considered landscaping issues relating to play areas across the 
parish and specifically, land at Britten Grove.  It was understood that the land at 
Britten Grove was now crown land and it was accepted that the land would not 
be maintained by the crown.  The Committee considered taking on the 
maintenance of the land and assessed whether to use the Council’s volunteers 
or approach the Conservation Volunteers for help with the project.  Once work 
had been carried out, the Operations Committee would need to allocate a 
maintenance budget for the upkeep of the land. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: 

1. That a masterplan of maintenance/strategic landscaping/funding source 
schedule be produced to identify areas that had a landscaping 
maintenance need and to consider how best to progress the works. 

2. That the masterplan be considered at the next meeting of the Projects 
Committee to ascertain the landscaping issues that would either come 
under the remit of the Projects Committee or the Operations Committee. 

3. That the Parks Trust be asked about their intention about the Frog Pond at 
Old Farm Park. 

4. That further information be sought from the Land Registry in respect of 
ownership of the land at Britten Grove and that in the meantime, options 
and quotes be obtained in respect of a tidy-up of the area. 

5. To consider how Parish Guardians and the Conservation Volunteers could 
tie in with the progression of any landscaping projects. 

6. That, the Committee accepts that maintenance of the crown land area will 
fall to Walton Community Council and that in the meantime, quotes are 
sought for signage that will indicate that Walton Committee Council has 
taken on the responsibility for maintenance of the area. 

 
OC023 WEBSITE – UPGRADE TO PLATFORM 6 
 Resolved Unanimously: That this item be considered at the next meeting of the 

Operations Committee. 
 
OC024 WALTON MATTERS – NEWSLETTER 
 The Parish Manager updated the Committee on the status of the Council’s next 

newsletter. The newsletter had been written and edited and the Committee made 
comment on the design of the front cover. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the report and progress of the newsletter be 

accepted. 
 
OC025 OPERATIONS BUDGET 
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 The Committee considered its budget and budget forecast for 2016/2017.  The 
Committee noted that there had been no decisions made about how to spend the 
third age budget and now that less funds were required to support the Youth Café, 
a large underspend was predicted for the Youth Services budget. 

 
 The Parish Manager reported that the Committee could consider using the third 

age budget to support organisations that provide good services for elderly 
residents in the area, such as age concern, the community car service, meals on 
wheels and luncheon clubs. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: 

1. That the Parish Guardians ‘thankyou’ get-together be funded from the Third 
Age budget. 

2. That the Committee gives further consideration about how to use the Third 
Age budget and the Youth Services surplus at the next meeting of the 
Operations Committee.  

 
 

The meeting ended at 9.15pm  
 
 
 
 
 


