
 

Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of the  
OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 

TUESDAY 9 MAY 2017 at 7.00pm 
Room 4, MKSNAP, Bourton Low, Walnut Tree, MK7 7DE 

 

 

Present: 
Councillors: David Newland (Chair), Mario Toto (Vice-Chair), Joanna Bolton, Simon 
Lorrimer-Roberts and Amanda Taylor.  
 
Officers: Lesley Sung (Parish Manager) and Henry Sunderland (Community Warden). 
Also Present: Marco Loxley (Pulse Youth Café) 
 
OC001 ELECTION OF CHAIR  
 It was moved by Councillor David Newland and seconded by Councillor Mario 

Toto and  
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That Councillor David Newland be elected as the 

Chair of the Operations Committee for 2017/2018. 
 
OC002 APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIR 
 It was moved by Councillor Amanda Taylor and seconded by Councillor Mario 

Toto and 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That Councillor Amanda Taylor be appointed as the 

Vice-Chairman of the Operations Committee 2017/2018. 
 
OC003 DECLARATONS OF INTEREST 
 Councillor Simon Lorrimer-Roberts declared a personal interest in agenda item 

4 (Thames Valley Police) as it related to discussions about Pettingrew Close, of 
which he resided.  Councillor Lorrimer-Roberts said he would not take part or 
vote on any matters relating to Pettingrew Close. 

 
OC004 MINUTES 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the minutes of the meeting held on 11 April 2017 

be approved and signed by the Chair as a correct record, subject to a spelling 
correction in Minute OC152 which should refer to PC Weatherstone and not PC 
Weatherspoon.  

 
OC005 THAMES VALLEY POLICE 
 A representative from Thames Valley Police was unable to attend the meeting 

and instead sent an email to the Committee containing the following information 
in respect of Danesborough and Walton: 

 

 2 burglaries had taken place in non-dwellings, one of the incidents being 
the four sheds in Old Farm Park. 

 3 burglaries in homes 

 7 vehicle thefts which were both bicycles and cars. 
 
 Discussions had been held at Thames Valley Police to provide a pull-up banner 

for the joint Walton Community Council/Thames Valley Police ‘Have Your Say’ 
meetings and reported that if possible, due to lack of funds and the lengthy 
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process to carry out for the request of funds, it would be helpful if banners could 
be provided by the Council. 

 
 The local PCSO would be visiting the allotment sites on Saturday 13 May, with 

the Council’s Community Warden, to provide information on allotment security 
and to hand out alarms, free of charge, that would be ideal for garden sheds.  

 
 TVP have been dealing with a growing concern about a group of youths 

congregating at Pettingrew Close.  The local PCSO had visited residents who 
had suggested bringing the community together by arranging a community BBQ 
with key officers and Councillors attending from the Community Council.  TVP 
requested that the Council sponsor the BBQ with the hope of creating a 
resident’s association which could be funded by TVP.  

 
 Resolved Unanimously: 

1. That the purchase of 2 banners (1 pull up banner and one outside banner) 
be purchased to provide publicity for future joint Walton Community 
Council/Thames Valley Police ‘Have Your Say’ meetings. 

2. That the Council does not wish to sponsor a community BBQ at Pettingrew 
Close. 

 
OC006 PULSE YOUTH CAFÉ – PRESENTATION 
 The Committee received a presentation from Marco Loxley of Pulse Youth 

Café, which was sponsored by Walton Community Council.  Mr Loxley reported 
that the Pulse Youth Café had been in operation for nearly 6 years and provided 
the following services: 

 Manage the Youth Cafe that acted as safe centres for young people 
(Wavendon Gate) 

 The Youth Café was run by two people and one other who was a 
placement for health and social care work) 

 Project is supported by volunteers that live locally 

 Provides free snacks and drinks 

 Holds events appropriate to age range and provides help through youth 
organisations e.g. Connexions. 

 Provides quiet revision space for young people who do not have this 
type of provision at home. 

 Outreach to other countries.  Outreach is provided by a range of 
socially and economically diverse young people. 

 
 The Youth Café has approximately 180 members and on average 40 to 50 

young people attending every session. The majority of young people (60% to 
80%) attending was of school age, mainly from years 7, 8 and 9 and most 
attended Walton High School.  Mr Loxley reported that the Youth Café had 
increased the number of sessions from one to two per week at a time when 
average numbers attending was in the region of 100.  A reduction in attendance 
has now reduced sessions to once per week. 
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 Mr Loxley reported that current funding came from a range of organisations 

around MK.  Pulse would like to organise more trips abroad to carry out further 
outreach work and was looking for further sponsorship so more young people 
could attend.   

 
 Mr Loxley was keen that some of the attendees could be involved in the 

Council’s Parish Guardians Scheme and he would be willing for attendees to be 
asked by questionnaires, about their opinions on forthcoming projects at 
Hindhead Knoll and Browns Wood Sports Ground. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: 

1. That further discussions take place with Pulse in respect of the lending of 
‘visual experience’ equipment for the Council’s MK50 event. 

2. That Mr Loxley be requested to submit an article with photos of the 
equipment the Council had provided by way of a s.137 grant, for the 
Council’s newsletter ‘Walton Matters’. 

 
OC007 PARISH MANAGER’S REPORT 
 The Committee received an update from the Parish Manager on outstanding 

matters and actions taken since the last meeting of the Operations Committee. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the Parish Manager’s report be accepted.  
 
OC008 COMMUNITY WARDEN’S REPORT 

The Community Warden reported on work he had undertaken since the last 
meeting of the Operations Committee.  In addition to his usual work patrolling 
and allotment inspections, the Community Warden, together with the Parish 
Manager, went along to the second joint Walton Community Council/Thames 
Valley Police ‘Have Your Say’ coffee morning which was held on 25 April 2017.  
Only 2 residents attended this session but brought up a range of issues such as 
litter, play areas, speed limits and hedge trimming. 
 
The Community Warden had carried out some of his patrols with the local 
neighbourhood police team and the Parks Trust Ranger.  Further joint patrols 
with both organisations were planned to take place on a regular basis.  The 
Community Warden had also identified dog bins in the area that required 
replacement or refurbishment. 
 
The Committee received a breakdown of the Community Warden’s workload 
and timesheets. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously:   

1. That the Community Warden’s report be accepted. 
2. That HR Committee be recommended to consider the employment of an 

additional Community Warden to add to the work already undertaken and 
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to support the commitments as set out in the Walton Neighbourhood 
Plan’s Action Plan. 

OC009 ALLOTMENTS -  ADMINISTRATION AND WARDENS INSPECTION REPORT 
 The Community Warden reported that no formal inspection of allotments sites 

had been carried out this month due to other work commitments although 
regular visits had been undertaken on a regular basis.  He added that currently 
there were no vacant plots and there were 3 people on the waiting list. 

 
 The Community Warden reported that the fortnightly maintenance visits had 

been temporarily stopped due to adverse weather conditions but that work had 
commenced to fix the water trough at Holst Crescent and was due completion 
10 April 2017.  Arrangements had also been made to fix a fence that had 
broken during the recent very windy weather. 

 
 The tree works at Boxberry gardens was now complete and tree works at Holst 

Crescent would commence in May. 
 
 Following a spate of break-ins at the Council’s allotment sites, the local 

neighbourhood police team would be carrying out regular patrols around the 
allotment sites, early evening and when on night duty. The police had also 
provided security advice which the Warden will forward to plot holders affected 
by the recent break-in and had offered shed security alarms, free of charge, to 
any allotment holders who wished them. 

 
 The Committee also received details of allotment holder suggestions from 

improvements to the allotments. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the Community Warden’s report be accepted.  

 
OC010 STANDING ITEM – BROWNS WOOD SPORTS GROUND 
 The Committee received an update of maintenance issues at Browns Wood 

Sports Ground and considered appointing a representative on the Browns 
Wood Sports Ground User Group. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously:  

1. That litter picks be carried out every week following the football pitch 
usage at the weekends and that this be reviewed at the end of a 6-month 
period.  

2. That following the decision for Southside United to be the sole user of the 
football pitches, the Browns Wood Sports Ground User Group be 
disbanded and that Southside United instead, be invited to attend 
meetings of the Operations Committee on a regular basis. 

 
OC011 PARISH PARTNERSHIP FUND 
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 Following discussion at Full Council in respect of funding available for 
landscaping projects from the Parish Partnership Fund, the Committee 
considered where the funds could be of most use. 

 
 A maximum of three projects per Town or Parish Council would be considered 

by Milton Keynes Council, each with maximum match funding of £5,000.  All 
projects would need to be submitted in priority order.                            

 
 Resolved unanimously: That Full Council be recommended to consider the 

following projects for the Parish Partnership Fund (no order of priority): 

 Picnic tables at Browns Wood Sports Ground 

 Street art and tidying of brickwork in underpasses 

 Parsley Close Play Area landscaping improvements 

 Mahler Close Pond – clean up. 

 Pond at Old Farm Park (belongs to Parks Trust and possibly out of scope 
for the fund) 

 
OC012 PARISH GUARDIANS 
 The Committee received a verbal update on the Parish Guardians Scheme. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the report be accepted. 
 
OC013 BENCHES REPORT  
 No further information had been received about the refurbishment of benches in 

the area. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the report be received at a future meeting of the 

Committee, once work had commenced. 
 
OC014 OPERATIONS BUDGET 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the 2017/2018 budget report be accepted.  
 
 

The meeting ended at 8.55pm  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


