
 

Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of the  
OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 

TUESDAY 11 APRIL 2017 at 7.00pm 
Room 4, MKSNAP, Bourton Low, Walnut Tree, MK7 7DE 

 

 

Present: 
Councillors: David Newland (Chair), Terry Reynolds, Amanda Taylor and Mario Toto.  
 
Officer: Lesley Sung (Parish Manager)  
 
Also Present: PCSO Mark Weatherstone (Thames Valley Police)  
 
OC146 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 An apology for absence was received on behalf of Councillor Simon Lorrimer-

Roberts. 
 
OC147 DECLARATONS OF INTEREST 
 None received. 
 
OC148 MINUTES 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the minutes of the meeting held on 14 March 

2017 be approved and signed by the Chair as a correct record, subject to a 
spelling correction in Minutes 136 which should read ‘sign in’ and not ‘sing in’. 

 
OC149 THAMES VALLEY POLICE 
 PCSO Mark Weatherspoon attended the meeting and provided the Committee 

with details of crime statistics since 1 March 2017, as follows: 
 

 2 burglaries to property 

 7 garage break-ins over 3 days – currently under investigation. 

 11 thefts from vehicles 

 2 acts of criminal damage (graffiti) on Parks Trust land at Caldecotte 
Lake. 

 Browns Wood Sports Ground/Elgar Grove – there had been reports of 
drug use at the youth shelter.  A URN letter drop had been carried out in 
the area but there had been no response.  As a result, the matter was 
now classed as a minor matter. 
 

 At the last meeting (Minute OC129 refers) and in response to burglaries at 
Studley Knapp Allotment Site, the Committee had requested that the local 
police team consider the installation of a temporary camera to be placed at 
Studley Knapp Allotment site.  PCSO Weatherstone reported that there was no 
funding available and no resources to manage the proposals. 

 
 PCSO Weatherstone reported that arrangements were in place to make a joint 

Walton Community Council/TVP local neighbourhood police team ‘Have Your 
Say’ banner, which will, hopefully, be available at the next ‘Have Your Say’ 
event. 

 
 The giving away of free mobile alarms, that would be ideal for sheds at 

allotments site was currently being arranged. 
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 TVP would currently piloting an on-line TVP alert scheme.  Anyone would be 

able to sign-up to the scheme and they would then be alerted to any crimes that 
had taken place in the area. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That PCSO Mark Weatherstone be thanked for his 

attendance and reporting of the area. 
 
OC150 PARISH MANAGER’S REPORT 
 The Committee received an update from the Parish Manager on outstanding 

matters and actions taken since the last meeting of the Operations Committee. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the Parish Manager’s report be accepted.  
 
OC151 COMMUNITY WARDEN’S REPORT 
 The Community Warden, along with the Parish Manager had been present at 

the second joint Thames Valley Police/Walton Community Council ‘Have Your 
Say’ resident consultations which was held on Thursday 30 March 2017.  The 
meetings will be held approximately every month at MK SNAP’s Thursday 
coffee mornings.  Only two residents turned up to the meeting, but it is early 
days.  

 
 The Warden had undertook separate joint patrols with the local neighbourhood 

police team and the Parks Trust Rangers and further patrols with both of these 
organisations will take place on a regular basis.  Following on from the patrol 
meeting with the Parks Trust, a meeting between The Parks Trust and the 
Parish Manager resulted in useful discussion about future joint events, 
clarification around land ownership, maintenance of the tennis table close to the 
start of the trim trail at Caldecotte Lake and the maintenance of dog bins 
located on Parks Trust land.   

 
 A full review of dog bin locations/relocations and condition of existing dog bins 

had been carried out and a quote for the cost of replacement/refurbishment had 
been requested. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously:  That the Community Warden’s report be accepted 
 
OC152 ALLOTMENTS -  ADMINISTRATION AND WARDENS INSPECTION REPORT 
 The Council’s representative on the Duchess Grove Allotment Association, 

Councillor Terry Reynolds, reported that the newly formed association had 
agreed its constitution and would be holding its first Annual General Meeting in 
June when officer elections would take place.  The cost of membership was £5 
a year to cover the NSALG membership fee and any working capital.  Councillor 
Reynolds had informed the association that we would provide some publicity for 
the group.  The association had reported that they were very pleased with the 
work carried out by the Council’s Community Warden. 
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 The Community Warden reported that, as from end of March there were 3 

people on the waiting list for an allotment garden (1 more than last month), and 
that all plots had been rented.  Due to time constraints, this month the 
Community Warden had not undertaken allotment inspections prior to this 
meeting. 

 
 The Community Warden had reported that work had commenced on fixing the 

water trough at Holst Crescent and that arrangements had been put in place to 
repair a broken fence.  He added that the tree works at Boxberry Gardens was 
now complete and the tree works at Holst Crescent could commence during 
May. 

 
 Following a spate of break-ins at the allotment sites, the local neighbourhood 

police team had agreed to carry out regular early evening/night time patrols in 
the area and the police had issued security warnings which would be distributed 
by the Council’s warden.  Further, the police had a small number of alarms that 
would be a good use for sheds and these will be offered free of charge to 
tenants. 

 
 The Community Warden had informed allotment garden tenants that a small 

amount of money was available to make improvements to the allotments and a 
good response was received.  The Committee considered all the suggestions 
made.  

 
 Resolved Unanimously:  

1. That the report be accepted. 
2. That further consideration be given to replacement gates and fencing, 

where appropriate. 
 

OC153 STANDING ITEM – BROWNS WOOD SPORTS GROUND 
 The Committee received an update of maintenance issues at Browns Wood 

Sports Ground.  The Committee considered the general appearance of the 
Sports Ground and noted that recently, there had been some complaints about 
the amount of litter on the Sports Ground following the football matches that had 
been taking place at the weekends. The Committee considered the costs of 
undertaking regular litter picks at the Sports Ground, as quoted by the current 
contractor, Serco 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That litter picks be carried out at Browns Wood 

Sports Ground every month for a 6 month period. 
 

OC154 REMOVAL OF YOUTH SHELTER 
 The Committee considered the removal of the youth shelter which would cost 

over £2,000.  
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 Resolved unanimously: That the youth shelter be removed during the pavilion 
build and Sports Ground upgrade. 

 
OC155 GRANT APPLICATION – SOUTHSIDE UNITED  
 At the last meeting of the Operations Committee, Southside United made a 

presentation and a plea for exclusive use of the football pitches, the Club said 
that it had felt tied to the area and plans were afoot to change the name of the 
club to Walton Football Club.  Since then, they had requested a community 
grant of £3,000 to help towards the cost of new football kits. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the Committee was generally supportive of the 

grant application and recommended to Regulatory Committee that the request 
for £3,000 be looked upon favourably so long as they considered the request to 
be reasonable and proportionate. 
 

OC156 PARISH GUARDIANS 
 The Committee was provided with an update on the Parish Guardian Scheme 

and the first clean-up day which was scheduled for Saturday 22 April 2017.  
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the report be accepted. 
 
OC157 RECYCLE AND REWARD SCHEME 
 For taking part in the Recycle and Reward Initiative, run by Milton Keynes 

Council in partnership with the Town and Parish Councils, Walton Community 
Council received £1,700 which would be put toward the repair and 
refurbishment of street furniture (benches) in the area.  The Council would be 
receiving further funds of £768 for increasing its use of green bins of which the 
Council would be required to spend on a community use and inform Milton 
Keynes Council of how it was spent.  

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That £300 of the £768 be used to cover the complete 

costs of refurbishing street furniture (benches) in the area and that £200 be 
allocated to the Parish Guardian Scheme for improvements at Monellan Grove 
play area and the herb garden at Caldecotte Lake.  The remainder to be put 
towards the Parish Guardians Scheme. 

 
OC158 EASTER PLAY SESSIONS 
 The Committee received the final cost of the Easter Play sessions and was 

pleased to hear of the very positive feedback from children and parents.  A 
large range of play sessions had been organised such as MK Play Association, 
Special Ops Laser Tag, dance session by Jill Foster, football coaching and 
Special Ops Kayaking.  The total cost was £1,610.  The Committee received 
details of attendance at each of the sessions and concluded that the play 
session represented value for money. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the report be accepted. 
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OC159 OPERATIONS BUDGET 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the 2016/2017 budget report be accepted.  
 
OC160 CONFIDENTIAL ITEM 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the press and public be excluded to consider 

confidential item 16 (Browns Wood Sports Ground Maintenance Contract).  The 
matter was to be considered as a confidential item due to the commercial 
sensitivity of the report. 

 
OC161 BROWNS WOOD SPORTS GROUND MAINTENANCE CONTRACT 
 The Committee evaluated the tenders received for the maintenance of Browns 

Wood Sports Ground for a period of 2 years and to undertake improvements to 
the football pitches as recommended by the FA.  The Committee took into 
account the price and quality criteria as per the tender documentation. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That 2 year Browns Wood Sports Ground maintenance 

contract and improvement to the football pitches, as per the FA report, be 
awarded to Serco. 
 

 
 

The meeting ended at 9.45pm  
 
Accepted as a true and accurate record 
 
 
 
 
………………………………………………   ………………….. 
CHAIR      DATE 
 
 
 


