
 

Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of the  
OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 

TUESDAY 7 FEBRUARY 2017 at 7.00pm 
Room 4, MKSNAP, Bourton Low, Walnut Tree, MK7 7DE 

 
Present: 
Councillors: David Newland (Chair), Terry Reynolds, Simon Lorrimer-Roberts, Amanda 
Taylor and Mario Toto.  
 
Officer: Lesley Sung (Parish Manager)  
 
Also Present: Mike Perry (Southside United) 
 
 
OC113 DECLARATONS OF INTEREST 
 None received. 
 
OC114 MINUTES 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the minutes of the meeting held on 10 January 

2017 be approved and signed by the Chair as a correct record. 
 
OC115 THAMES VALLEY POLICE 
  Representatives from Thames Valley Police were unable to attend. 
 
OC116 PARISH MANAGER’S REPORT 
 The Committee received an update from the Parish Manager on outstanding 

matters and actions taken since the last meeting of the Operations Committee. 
 
 The Parish Manager reported that the website upgrade was due to commence 

this year. 
 
 The Committee suggested that the Ringway Corporate Responsibility Scheme 

could somehow be tied up with our Parish Guardians Scheme and further, 
requested that the land registry documents be purchased as it pertains to a 
small triangular patch of land near Tesco in Old Farm Park. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the Parish Manager’s report be accepted.  
 
OC117 COMMUNITY WARDEN’S REPORT 
 The Community Warden had been making arrangements with the local 

neighbourhood policing team to schedule monthly, joint TVP/WCC ‘Have Your 
Say’ resident consultations.  The meetings will be held approximately every 
month at MK SNAP’s Thursday coffee mornings.  The first meeting was 
scheduled to take place on Thursday 2 March, with the remaining dates now 
advertised in ‘Walton Matters’ and on TVP and WCC’s website. 

 
 The Warden had also been asset tagging the Council’s outdoor equipment and 

street furniture, such as the items at the Caldecotte Trim Trail and the 
new/refurbished benches at Browns Wood Sports Ground. 

 
 The Warden had now been using an App on his mobile phone to record 

distances travelled and locations visited.  This information would help to assess 
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the resources need to cover current workload and future workload that has 
arisen from the actions set out in the recently adopted Walton neighbourhood 
Plan. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously:  

1. That the Community Warden’s report be accepted 
2. That the data from the Warden’s mobile phone app be used to help 

identify future resources required to implement the actions from the Walton 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
OC118 ALLOTMENTS -  ADMINISTRATION AND WARDENS INSPECTION REPORT 
 The Community Warden reported that, as from end of January there were 2 

people on the waiting list for an allotment garden (same as last month), and that 
the number of vacant plots was as follows- 

 
 Studley Knapp – 1 plot (same as last month) 
 Boxberry Gardens – Full (1 less than last month) 
 Duchess Grove – 1 full plot and 2 sub plots (same as last month) 
 Holst Crescent – 3 plots (2 fewer than last month) 
 

Due to time constraints and, also the very bad weather, the Warden had not 
undertaken inspections at the sites that could be of any true value. 

 
The Parish Manager reported that 3 quotes had been obtained for the tree 
works at Boxberry Gardens, and which would be considered during the 
confidential part of the meeting.  With regards the trimming back of a large 
conifer on the western border of the Boxberry site, the warden had been in 
negotiation with the owner of the flats that borders the site. The owner had now 
dealt with the issue and so the matter no longer required our attention. 
 
There had been two break-ins to the allotment sites during January.  One 
break-in was at Duchess Grove which was thought to be an individual who was 
homeless and had sought shelter in one of the tenant’s poly tunnels.  No 
significant damage had occurred.  The second break-in was at Studley Knapp 
and most of the sheds had been damaged although little had been taken.  Both 
incidents had been reported to the police. 
 
Some of the allotment holders at Duchess Grove have been discussing the 
forming of an allotment association.  A constitution for the association was 
being drafted based on the NSALG (National Association for Allotments and 
Leisure Gardens) guidelines.  To affiliate to the NSALG, the newly established 
DGAA would be required to appoint to its membership, a non-voting 
representative from the owners of the land, Walton Community Council. 
 
Resolved Unanimously:  
1. That the allotment administration report be accepted. 
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2. That the Walton Community Council’s appointed representative to the 

Duchess Grove Allotment Association is Councillor Terry Reynolds. 
3. That any funding for the allotment association be considered once the 

association had been formally established and constituted.  
 

OC119 STANDING ITEM – BROWNS WOOD SPORTS GROUND – FOOTBALL 
PITCH HIRE AND USAGE 

 The Committee heard from Mike Perry from Southside United, whose team 
played matches on a regular basis at Browns Wood Sports Ground.  Mr Perry 
reported on incidents occurring at the Sports Ground and in particular, he 
reported on the unauthorised use taking place at the Sports Ground on 
Saturday afternoons. 

 
 The Council had received reports of concern about the impact the unauthorised 

use would have on the state of the pitches and Southside United’s ability to 
play.  Mr Perry advised that Southside United acted responsibility when 
deciding whether to play on a pitch or not.  This would not necessarily be the 
position of those football teams that played on the pitches at irregular times and 
who had not booked to play. 

 
 Some of WCC’s Councillors had visited the football pitches over the weekend to 

monitor the amount of unauthorised use and considered how best to respond. 
 
 Resolved Unanimously:  

1. That the booking sheets for the hire of Browns Wood Sports Ground 
clearly indicate when the pitch was ‘closed for maintenance/not available 
for hire’. 

2. That the organiser of the team that plays unauthorised at the pitch, be 
contacted again, to inform them that they should not be using the pitch 
without payment. 

3. That, with the help of Southside United, Councillors monitor the 
unauthorised use over the next 3 weeks. 

 
OC120 BROWNS WOOD SPORTS GROUND – MAINTENANCE CONTRACT 
 The maintenance contract at Browns Wood Sports Ground was due to expire in 

April 2017.  The Committee considered the specification in the Invitation to 
Quote (ITQ) and for the improvements to the football pitches, as identified in the 
recent FA report.  The Committee also considered the length of the contract and 
the procurement timetable. 

 
 The ITQ had been produced as per the tender policy and tendering process that 

would be considered by the Regulatory Committee on 14 February 2017. 
 
 Resolved:  

1. That the contents of the proposed ITQ be agreed, subject to the proposed 
tender policy and tendering process being approved at the next meeting of 
the Regulatory Committee and Full Council. 
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2. That the length of the Browns Wood Sports Ground Maintenance contract 

be set at 2 years. 
3. That the Parish Manager, in consultation with Councillor Taylor, establish 

a procurement timetable and that to allow sufficient time for bidders to put 
forward their proposals, in the meantime, the Council’s current 
maintenance contractor be requested to extend the contract to May 2017.  

 
OC121 PARISH GUARDIANS SCHEME 
 The Committee received an update about the Parish Guardians volunteer 

scheme.  The Committee considered a proposed risk assessment of the 
forthcoming clean-up days and a purchase list of equipment.  The Parish 
Manager reported that there was little space in the office to store the equipment 
and suggestions were sought from the Committee. 

 
 The Parish Manager reported that some of the area’s Ward Councillors reported 

that they would be willing to use some of their Ward Based Budget towards the 
cost of equipment. 

 
 Resolved unanimously:  

1. That the proposed risk assessment for the forthcoming clean-up days be 
agreed. 

2. That advice be sought from Milton Keynes Council and our Browns Wood 
Maintenance contractor about the disposal of sharps and the use of graffiti 
cleaning kits. 

3. That gloves that are resistant to glass and hand cleanser be added to the 
list. 

4. That the Committee authorises equipment purchases of up to £1,000. 
5. That the Council purchase banners and other publicity material to promote 

this as a Walton Community Council scheme and to attract and encourage 
passers-by to participate in the Parish Guardians Scheme. 

 
OC122 INSTALLATION OF DOG BINS - UPDATE  
 Following last year’s dog bin usage report, the Committee considered an update 

report on the purchase of bigger dog bins and the purchase and installation of 
dog bins at new locations.  Most of the cost of the purchase and installation of 
the dog bins had been covered by the Ward Councillors Ward Based Budgets. 

 
 Following on from the Community Warden’s article in ‘Walton Matters’ 

encouraging the use of dog bins in the area, the Committee considered 
installing a dog bin at the underpass at Limbaud Close as this particular area 
had been highlighted as a concern for the littering of used dog waste bags. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously:   

1. That the Ward Councillors who have used their Ward based Budget for the 
purchase and installation of the dog bins be sent a formal letter of thanks. 

2. That the ‘spare’ dog bin be installed at Limbaud Close. 
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3. That, due to its condition, a new dog bin be requested at the entrance to 

Browns Wood Sports Ground. 
 

OC123 GREEN BIN RECYCLING CHALLENGE  
 No further information had been received from Milton Keynes Council about the 

impact of the recycle and reward scheme to encourage residents to increase 
their usage of their green bins. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the matter be considered at the next meeting of 

the Committee. 
 
OC124 EASTER PLAY SESSIONS 
 The Committee received a progress report on the play sessions that the Council 

will be providing over the Easter school holidays.  The cost of providing these 
play sessions will be £1,655. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the report be accepted. 
 
OC125 OPERATIONS BUDGET 
 The Committee considered the Operations Budget and forecast for 2016/2017.  

The Committee noted that there was still s.106 monies available for allotment 
improvements. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the Operations budget and forecast be noted for 

2016/2017 and that areas for allotment improvements be identified and reported 
at a future meeting of the Committee. 

  
 
 

The meeting ended at 9.05pm  
 
Accepted as a true and accurate record 
 
 
………………………………………………   ………………….. 
CHAIR      DATE 


