
 

Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting of the  
OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 

TUESDAY 10 JANUARY 2017 at 7.00pm 
Room 4, MKSNAP, Bourton Low, Walnut Tree, MK7 7DE 

 
Present: 
Councillors: David Newland (Chair), Simon Lorrimer-Roberts, Terry Reynolds, Amanda 
Taylor and Mario Toto.  
 
Officer: Lesley Sung (Parish Manager)  

 
Thames Valley Police: Sergeant Gibman and PCSO Mykoo 
 
OC100 DECLARATONS OF INTEREST 

 None received. 
 
OC101 MINUTES 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the minutes of the meeting held on 8 November 

2016 be approved and signed by the Chair as a correct record. 
 
OC102 THAMES VALLEY POLICE 
  Representatives from Thames Valley Police were present at the meeting and 

provided a detailed summary of community policing matters in the area. 
 
 Car Parking near to schools during pick-up and drop-off times was a continuing 

problem in the area.  TVP had sent an official letter to the parents of both 
Heronshaw and Heronsgate Schools.  Letters had been sent out a few weeks 
ago and so time will tell if there has been any positive response.  TVP has been 
present on a few occasions and a visible presence has helped to reduce the 
congestion although this has not eliminated the problems.  A notice could be 
placed on any vehicles that were unattended but PCSOs were unable to issue 
tickets.  Milton Keynes Council was aware of the situation and was dealing with 
the matter as a Milton Keynes wide issue. 

 
 PCSO Mykoo reported that the police was able to take action in the event a 

vehicle was causing an obstruction on the highway.  If a person was unable to 
exit their drive due to a vehicle obstructing their path, then this would be 
considered an obstruction.  However, a person attempting to access their 
property in the same circumstance was not considered an obstruction. 

 
 As from 1 December 2016, in the Walton and Danesborough area, 79 various 

offences had been reported.  There were no particular incident hotspots 
although there had been a spate of vehicle thefts in the Old Farm Park/Browns 
Wood/Woburn Sands area.  Sergeant Gibman reported that the assailant had 
been caught. 

 
 TVP was carrying out initiatives to reduce incidents in the area.  TVP had been 

bicycle security marking at an event at Tesco, Kingston, prior to Christmas and 
a further bicycle marking event would be taking place at Stripes Bike Shop in 
Woburn Sands on 21 January 2017.  TVP had been handing out timer switches 
to help reduce house burglaries and had been active with their ‘Empty Car 
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Campaign’.  TVP continue to hold regular ‘Have Your Say’ meetings every 
month which is held at the MK SNAP Café in Walnut Tree. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That Sergeant Gibman and PCSO Mykoo be thanked 

for their presentation and that TVP be asked to provide WCC with an update 
following the letter they sent to parents of children attending Heronsgate and 
Heronshaw schools in respect of parking and traffic matters during pick-up and 
drop-off times. 

 
OC103 PARISH MANAGER’S REPORT 
 The Committee received an update from the Parish Manager on outstanding 

matters and actions taken since the last meeting of the Operations Committee.  
 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the Parish Manager’s report be accepted.  
 
OC104 COMMUNITY WARDEN’S REPORT 
 The Community Warden reported that he had been assisting with various 

matters on the Redway Refresh project and had been helping out with 
preparations for the Christmas Celebration.  

 
 Whilst on patrol in December the warden reported the dumping of two sofas in 

the Browns Wood area, an abandoned shopping trolley on the redway by the 
medieval village in Caldecotte and a pushchair dumped in a tree also in the 
Caldecotte area.  All were cleared by Milton Keynes Council within 1 week. 

 
 The Warden further reported of an incident that had occurred at Browns Wood 

Sports Ground over the Christmas period.  The yellow bollard that blocked 
vehicle access had been removed and thrown into the brook and a vehicle had 
been used to drive over the sports field.  Tyre marking could be seen on the 
field but there was no evidence of any real damage to the football pitches. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the Community Warden’s report be accepted. 
 
OC105 ALLOTMENTS -  ADMINISTRATION AND WARDENS INSPECTION REPORT 
 The Community Warden reported that, as from end of December there were 2 

people on the waiting list for an allotment garden (same as last month), and that 
the number of vacant plots was as follows- 

 
 Studley Knapp – 1 plot (same as last month) 
 Boxberry Gardens – 1 plot (same as last month) 
 Duchess Grove – 1 full plot and 2 sub plots (same as last month) 
 Holst Crescent – 3 plots (3 less than last month)  
 
 The Community Warden reported that all tenants were asked to renew their 

tenancies for the year commencing 1st October 2016 and that a formal letter had 
been sent to 5 tenants who had not paid or signed their tenancy agreement, 
informing them that they would have a further two weeks to pay and that if 
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payment was not received the Council would take back the allotment and their 
plot offered to others on the waiting list. Of these five, one had paid their 
outstanding invoice and two had given up their allotment garden voluntarily.  The 
remaining two plot holders had been sent eviction letters of which both had been 
acknowledged and personal belongings had been removed. 
 
The Warden had undertaken an inspection of allotments on 29th and 30th 
December 2016 and reported the following: 
 
Studley Knapp – Of the occupied plots, 33 were in good or reasonable condition 
and 3 required more work. 
Boxberry gardens – Of the occupied plots, all were in a good or satisfactory 
condition. 
Duchess Grove – Of the occupied plots, 25 were in a good or reasonable 
condition and 1 required more work. 
Holst Crescent – Of the occupied plots, 21 were in a good or reasonable condition 
and 5 required more work. 

 
The Parish Manager reported that, as requested, tree works at Boxberry 
Gardens had now been complete.  Whilst on site, the contractor notice that 
similar work was required on both the northern and western side of the 
allotment and had submitted a quote for the works. 
 
Resolved Unanimously:  
1. That, in addition to the current contractor’s quote for works on the northern 

and western side of the allotment site at Boxberry Gardens, a further two 
quotes be obtained and all three quotes be considered at the next meeting 
of the Operations Committee. 

 
2. That tenants be reminded that they are responsible for clearing their own 

rubbish from the site. 
 

OC106 HOLST CRESCENT ALLOTMENT SITE – DRAINAGE SURVEY  

 The Committee considered the results of the drainage survey at Holst Crescent 
which had been carried out in response to the flooding that had occurred at the 
site due to heavy rainfall.  The contractor had recommended utilising the 
existing French drain as a source of outfall for a drainage scheme which 
proposed the installation of a piped drainage infrastructure. 

 
 Following assessment of the scheme, Milton Keynes Council concluded that the 

existing drains were unable to take the additional capacity produced by the 
runoff of the rainfall.  Alternatively, the installation of two rainwater storage tanks 
within the site was suggested.  However, this would require an overflow point to 
the French drain which resulted in the same refusal from MKC.  Where there is 
no support from the local authority, the contractor would not be willing to accept 
design liability for any potential storage tanks on site. 
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 The only other option would be to install a deep bore soakaway which would 

require WCC to commission a Bespoke Point Prognosis from the British 
Geological Society. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That, on the allotment gardens that are most likely to 

be affected by flooding, the allotment holders be asked if they wish to be 
relocated to another plot that has a reduced risk of flooding and that anyone 
wishing to take on a plot that was prone to flooding, be informed of the risk prior 
to any contract to rent the plot being agreed. 

 
OC107 REFURBISHMENT OF BENCHES 

 Following on from the Warden’s most recent play area inspection, the 
Committee had requested that the cost of repairs to benches in the area be 
provided at this meeting.  This cost would exclude existing benches in the play 
areas that had been earmarked for refurbishment and the benches that had 
been identified for removal.  In view of the criteria above, the Warden reported 
that 44 benches had been identified as in need of refurbishment, at a cost of 
approximately £1,100.  

 
 Resolved Unanimously:  

1. That a clearly defined scope of works be considered at the next meeting of 
the Operations Committee. 

 
2. That the cost of refurbishing the benches comes from the funds the 

Council received for its participation in the Recycling and Reward Scheme 
(Green Bin Waste).  

 
OC108 STANDING ITEM – BROWNS WOOD SPORTS GROUND 
 The Committee received a general update in respect of the Sports Ground and 

considered the outcomes of the first meeting of the Browns Wood Sports 
Ground User Group and the outcome of a recent Football Association (FA) 
report. 

  
 Resolved Unanimously:  

1. That the existing contract for the maintenance of Browns Wood Sports 
Ground be extended by 2 months to allow sufficient time for the 
Operations Committee to consider a new tender document for the 
maintenance of Browns Wood at its next meeting  

 
2. That the tender document includes current specification and in addition 

any amendment or additional works as required in the FA (Football 
Association) report. 

 
4. That Councillors continue to monitor Browns Wood Sports Ground for any 

unauthorised use of the football pitches and that the fixture lists be placed 
on the noticeboard at the sports ground and sent to Councillors for their 
information. 
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OC109 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN ACTION PLAN 

 The Committee considered the resource implications of implementing the 
Walton Neighbourhood Plan Action Plan. 

 
 Resolved unanimously: That the Warden provide the Operations Committee 

with a schedule of his work/time and how he believes the council could 
maximise the value of additional resources to fully implement the 
Neighbourhood Plan Action Plan. 

 
OC110 PURCHASE OF TABLETS  
 As part of the continuous improvement project, Councillors Lorrimer-Roberts 

and Toto provided the Committee with a review of the two different types of 
tablets they had been using; the Asus ZenPad 10 Z300C and the Acer Iconia 
Tab 10 A3-A40.  The Parish Manager had undertaken a poll of those 
Councillors who would like to use tablets at future meetings and those that 
would prefer to receive a paper copy of agenda and reports. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously:   

1. That, in view of its user ability and good value for money, the preferred 
tablet was the Asus ZenPad 10 Z300C at a cost of £129. 

 
2. That the Council purchases an additional 3 tablets making a total of 5 

tablets available for Councillor use at future committee meetings. 
 
OC111 GREEN BIN RECYCLING CHALLENGE  

 The Committee received an update of the green bin recycling challenge.  The 
scheme had been promoted on the Council’s website and social media.  Funds 
of £1,700 had been received from Milton Keynes Council and Walton 
Community Council was required to spend the money on anything that was of 
benefit to the community. 

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the £1,700 received from the green bin waste 

scheme be allocated towards the refurbishment of benches in the area. 
 
OC112 NEWSLETTER 

 The Committee received a progress report on the Spring edition of ‘Walton 
Matters’.  

 
 Resolved Unanimously: That the report be accepted. 
 

The meeting ended at 9.00pm  
 
Accepted as a true and accurate record 
 
 
………………………………………………   ………………….. 
CHAIR      DATE 


