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Welcome to Walton Matters!  It’s been a scorching summer and I hope you 

have all had time to soak up the sun (carefully), relax and take time to enjoy 

the fabulous time of year. 

It’s been a very busy summer for us and I hope you have enjoyed the events 

and activities we have organised to make the summer school holidays that much more 

enjoyable.  We held our annual Summer Fayre at Hindhead Knoll and organised coach trips to 

Ironbridge for our over 55 residents and another to Southend for all the family to enjoy.  Our 

summer became even more successful as we partnered with local organisations to bring some 

of our younger residents lots of summer fun and adventurous experiences.  You can see more 

details about all these events later in our newsletter. 
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Striving to improve our community 

You may recall that in the last edition of Walton Matters, I had reported that 

there was a Councillor vacancy representing the Ward of Walnut Tree & 

Walton.  I wanted to welcome to our Council, our newly co-opted Councillor, 

Brendan Metcalfe.  Councillor Metcalfe is now a well-established Councillor 

and has been appointed as the Vice-Chair of our Regulatory Committee and is 

also Chairing our newly established Youth Involvement Working Group. 

For anyone who is interested in standing as a Councillor on Walton Community Council, all 

our Councillor posts will be up for election in May 2019.  There are 10 Councillors 

representing 4 Wards throughout the area as follows: 

Caldecotte – 1 Councillor   Old Farm Park & Browns Wood – 3 Councillors 

Walnut Tree & Walton – 4 Councillors Wavendon Gate – 2 Councillors 

Each Councillor is elected for a four-year term unless the Councillor wishes to retire.  Contact 

me if you wish to receive further details: clerk@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

Before anyone considers standing as a Councillor, there are opportunities to become more 

involved by attending some of our Council and Committee meetings so that you can see what 

happens at our meetings and how decisions are made.  All Council and Standing Committees 

are open to the public and scheduled dates for the remainder of this civic year are: 

I also wanted to thank all our residents who take the time and make the effort to ensure that 

their rubbish is placed in the correct receptacles, helping Milton Keynes to reach its recycling 

targets.   

You may have heard that the clear sacks will no longer be available at local outlets and that 

additional rolls of recycling sacks need to be ordered online through Milton Keynes Council.  

Our office based at MK Snap in Walnut Tree is a clear sack outlet and we have just taken stock 

of our last delivery.  We have plenty available for now, but once they have gone then you will 

need to start ordering online or by phone. 

On a final note, we value your opinion and a big thank you to all our residents that completed 

our residents’ survey.  But you don’t have to wait until the survey to let us know what you like 

or dislike about the services, activities and events that we organise.  So, contact me and let 

me know what you think.  
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IN PICTURES 

The view down Hindhead Knoll during our Summer Fayre 

Children paddle boarding at our summer play sessions at The Caldecotte Xperience 
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BROWNS WOOD 

COMMUNITY PAVILION 

OPENING JANUARY 2020 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR SPACE IN A 

COMMUNITY FACILITY? 

WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL ARE 

INVITING EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST NOW. 
SPORTS HALL FOR BADMINTON, TABLE TENNIS, MARTIAL ARTS ETC. 

SMALL ROOM FOR MEETINGS, YOGA, SOCIAL GROUPS, ETC. 

OUTDOOR MULTI-USE GAMES AREA FOR NETBALL, SMALL SIDED GAMES ETC. 

WHATEVER YOUR NEEDS WE WANT TO 

HEAR FROM YOU! 

Email: admin@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

Telephone: 01908 694758 

IT’S NEVER TOO SOON TO START PLANNING FOR YOUR 

FUTURE NEEDS! CONTACT US NOW! 
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WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

CHAIRMAN 
Article courtesy of Councillor Terry Reynolds—Chairman of the Council 

 

We are now halfway through the 2018/2019 financial year and we have 

been busy delivering services, community events and progressing projects in the current 

annual budget and Council Plan.  

2018 Residents Survey 

At the Annual Parish Meeting in May we announced that a survey of all Residents in 

Walton would be arranged with a goal to understand the level of satisfaction with the 

services provided by WCC and other organisations in our community. The survey was 

conducted, and a summary was posted on the WCC website for your inspection and we 

welcome any feedback you may have. 

The next step is detailed analysis of the survey data to determine the specific areas where 

changes or plans can be made to enable WCC to directly provide or influence the provision 

of better or a more balanced level of services to all residents in the future. When this work 

is complete a more analytical report with any specific actions will then be published.     

Planning for 2019/2020 budget 

Every September Councillors attend an annual strategy workshop where priorities for the 

following year are discussed and agreed. This discussion leads to an update of the Council 

Plan document and this will enable the Council Committees to tailor their plans and budget 

proposals for the year ahead. The draft plans and budgets proposals will then be discussed 

during October and November and will then finalised by Full Council in December. 

Importantly this year we will have the results of the Residents Survey to consider as part of 

this strategy setting process and priority will be given to ensuring that the key points from 

the survey are understood and incorporated into the updated Council Plan where practical, 

affordable and achievable.     

Devolved Services Update 

In previous issues of the newsletter I have explained how year on year reductions in central 

government funding to Borough Councils like Milton Keynes (MKC) continue to result in 

budget cuts. Against this there has been increasing demand on the statutory services 

provided by Borough Councils especially around children’s services and adult social care. 

The effect has been to squeeze the funding available for many non-statutory services like 

landscape maintenance. Therefore, WCC has continued to undertake projects and provide 
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services to reverse the deteriorating appearance of public areas. This policy was mandated 

by the Walton Neighbourhood Plan and is also now reinforced by many views expressed in 

the Residents Survey.     

Like all Parish and Town Councils we are actively engaged with MKC to explore ways of 

protecting and preserving our environment and local facilities, and we started a new 

project earlier in the year to investigate and plan an affordable strategy to take over or 

better control the landscape maintenance services currently delivered by MKC through 

Serco to prevent further service deterioration and to potentially reinstate what has already 

been lost.  

The status is that we have received from MKC the information we require to understand 

the area mapping and the technical specification of the existing services delivered by 

Serco. They have also shared the current cost to MKC and the staff allocated by Serco to 

our part of the contract. In addition, they have specified the amount of annual grant that 

would be available from MKC to take over the service delivery from 2020. This would be a 

major step for WCC, so we are considering the various options very carefully but put 

succinctly the options are: 

Do nothing and the accept the risk of declining levels of landscape maintenance delivered 

through MKC and its subcontractors.  

Purchase ‘Top Up’ services from MKC to improve the frequency of cuts and/or other 

service specifications to ensure that acceptable standards are protected or improved for 

the long-term. 

Take direct control by accepting MKC’s offer to transfer service delivery under contract to 

WCC. This option would require WCC to either appoint its own subcontractor or use new 

inhouse staff and equipment.      

We will of course keep you informed of progress through future newsletters and the WCC 

website.          

If you would like to know more on any of the subjects above, please contact our Council 

Manager or of course myself on terry.reynolds@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 
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Contact Walton Community Council and see if your 

organisation is eligible for a grant? 

Walton Community Council allocates a sum of money each financial year to be awarded as 

grants to eligible groups who can demonstrate that any funding would benefit our 

community. 

Groups that have been awarded our grants include: 

Tread the Boards—The Food Bank—Browns Wood Neighbourhood Watch 

Wavendon Gate Pavilion—Old Farm Park Brownies—MK Snap—Walton (MK) FC 

The Friendly Neighbourhood Club—Wavendon Gate Primary School—St. Mary’s Church 

Friends of Heronsgate School—Milton Keynes Rowing Club—Puddleducks Pre School 

Applying is easy - Just visit our website, click on the council tab, then on finance and download the simple 

one page application form, or contact our Council Manager at clerk@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk. 

COMMUNITY GRANTS 

Are you a charity, voluntary or community organisation that works 

with or provides a service to the residents of the Walton parish area? 

Do you need funding to help with a start up, a project, or maybe you 

need to plug a shortfall? 

In April this year we went to the opening of 

another project helped by our grants. Friends of 

Heronsgate School were awarded £1500 

towards the extension of their Play Trail at the 

school. Pictured are some of the Friends of 

Heronsgate, WCC Chairman Terry Reynolds and 

Assistant Council Manager Dan Preston. Also this 

year we have given £1335 to Milton Keynes 

Rowing Club towards sculling blades and £500 to 

Browns Wood Neighbourhood Watch towards 

start up costs and Smart Water kits. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

ADVERTISEMENT 
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WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

HAVE YOUR SAY 
What concerns you most about your local area? Walton Community 

Council has teamed up with your local neighbourhood policing team 

for some drop in sessions where you can come and talk to us about 

what really matters to you. Representatives from WCC and your local 

PCSO will be present at each session. We will be holding these every month on a Thursday 

morning at the MK Snap Café from 10:30 to 11:30am, so come along and air your views over a 

cup of tea and a slice of cake! The provisional dates for the next 3 months are as follows— 

4th October 

1st November 

6th December 

REPORT IT OR REQUEST IT 
Have you seen rubbish on the streets? Fly tipping? Graffiti? Do you need to report an abandoned 

vehicle or even a missed rubbish collection? You can do all of this and more on the Milton Keynes 

Council website. Order new green bins, blue boxes or grey caddies, get help with bulky waste 

items or get help to move your waste and recycling. Simply visit  

http://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/waste-recycling/report-or-request-it  
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OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 
Article courtesy of Councillor David Newland —Chair, Operations Committee 

As we enjoy the last few days of summer it’s time to reflect on the Operations 

Committee activities since the last newsletter.  

This year’s summer activities for our young residents have all been well 

attended with everyone having a good time. This year we introduced a few changes to the 

way we manage these activities, including a small charge for some of the activities and a 

better system for managing how places are allocated and feel that they have worked well, but 

please let us know what you think together with any ideas for future activities.  

This summer the Committee issued two tenders for services that it is responsible for. Firstly, 

the contract for the emptying of our Dog bins which was awarded to Marcus Young. The dog 

bins will be emptied twice a week on Tuesdays and Fridays. The allotments maintenance 

contract has also been out for tender with a good response from companies wanting to do 

the work. The new contract will commence in October 2018. 

Walton Community Council has been receiving lots of comments about parking issues 

throughout our parish. This is a complex issue but we have found a few areas in which we can 

help. We are instigating a new project to renew the ‘Walking to School’ graphics found on the 

redways and footpaths leading to the Herons schools. The aim of this scheme is to encourage 

children to walk to school, but the graphics are looking very worn. The Council will also look in 

to expanding this project to the other schools in our area. 

As you are all aware parking outside our schools during pick up and drop off times is still a 

problem and shows no signs of going away. We will be producing a parking guidance leaflet 

working jointly with Thames Valley Police and MKC. We hope to have this completed soon 

and will be distributing a copy of the guidance and advice leaflet to all residents. 

A few months ago TVP started a new Community Forum for the Danesborough and Walton 

area, which was setup to give the residents a forum where they can air their views and 

concerns to the Neighbourhood Policing Team to help drive the agenda for local policing. The 

Forum meet quarterly at Mk Snap and this is in addition to our joint WCC / neighbourhood 

policing team ‘Have your Say’ meetings held on the first Thursday of the month at Mk Snap. 

Residents of Walton Grange will notice that we have installed a notice board at the entrance 

to Harley Drive and hope that soon a new dog bin will be installed in the same location. 

It’s clear from the results of our residents’ survey that many of our residents feel the 

environment and landscaping are important as well as more Dog bins, all of which we will 

consider when we review the priorities for next year. 
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SUMMER PLAY SESSIONS 
The summer holidays saw WCC organise the biggest summer of children’s play sessions 

to date, with up to 175 places per week available to local children, as well as the open 

access sessions provided by Milton Keynes Play Association. 

Our long running partnership with 

Special Ops MK continued, with the 

Laser Tag and Survival Skills sessions 

proving to be as popular as they have 

ever been, as the kids learned 

techniques for survival in the wild 

and the value of teamwork. We also 

introduced a new activity this year, 

with the Super Soaker Fun Days 

proving a big hit in the super-hot early weeks of the holidays.  

For the more artistically minded young 

residents, we once again teamed up with the 

Jill Foster Dance Centre to bring them six two-

hour sessions of dance and cheerleading skills 

sessions, with a new theme each week. The 

kids came dressed up and put on a 

performance at the end of each session, much 

to the delight of their parents.  

The biggest change in this year’s summer program was 

the introduction of sessions held at the Caldecotte 

Xperience at Caldecotte Lake. We put on two sessions 

every Tuesday, with loads of activities available. For the 

first time we decided to charge a small fee for these 

sessions, as the income generated allowed us to put on 

the second session and provide another 30 local children 

with the chance to try out some of the brilliant activities 

available right on our doorstep. The sessions included 

land based activities like archery, caving, zorbing, 

climbing, high ropes and abseiling and water based 

activities such as canoeing, paddle boarding, sailing, kayaking and raft building. 
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The sessions proved to be very popular, and many children 

who had originally only booked for one or two sessions 

came back for more over the course of the holidays. It’s 

also clear that word of our play sessions is spreading, with 

a good amount of first time bookers  

We are very proud of our youth services provision and are 

very pleased with all the great feedback received from the 

parents whose children enjoyed both the summer 

sessions, and the sessions held in the Easter holidays 

earlier in the year. 

We will be back with another program of sessions at Easter 2019 and again during the 

summer. If you would like to know first about the timetable then like our Facebook page 

or send us an email to be included on our play sessions mailing list at 

admin@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk. 
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WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

WARDENS’ RAMBLE 
Article courtesy of Henry Sunderland and  

George Barker —Community Wardens 

 

What a summer we’ve had, memories of 1976! The 

weather has been a great help in reducing the 

amount of landscaping work required however both 

Wardens did trim the hedge blocking the footpath at 

the top of Holst Crescent and Britten Grove only to 

encounter some verbal abuse from a local resident! 

Talking of being abused one of us had a run in with 

travellers parked on Caldecotte Lake, who were 

threatening towards us. It’s been a summer of issues 

with travellers parking up on various sites 

throughout the Parish. We have worked closely with 

the Police and the Milton Keynes Councils SCU to get 

them moved on, but it can take several days. Once 

gone we can then see the extent of the damage 

caused, such as the bollards being removed, and 

the amount of rubbish left behind, which 

included human waste, which then has to be 

cleared up by the Council. 

There has also been a problem with anti-social 

behaviour by youths in the Browns Wood area 

particularly. This has involved alleged drug 
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taking in underpasses and youth shelters, graffiti on Council property and in some 

cases residents of the parish suffered from criminal damage to vehicles. We have also 

had stolen vehicles abandoned in the area. As normal all incidents we came across 

have been reported to the Police. One target is the youth shelter on Elgar Grove, 

which is due to be removed shortly as part of the Browns Wood Sports Ground 

developments. 

We have been holding our regular Have you Say meetings at the cafe in MK Snap on 

the first Thursday of each month. These are attended by the Police and a 

representative of the Walton Community Council and give residents the opportunity to 

raise any subject they like, so if you are free please pop along and have your say. We 

hold them in the Mk Snap café at 10:30am so you can combine the meeting with 

morning tea and cake. 

We have been reporting dumped rubbish etc. 

and where possible clearing it ourselves, and we 

are recovering at least one shopping trolley a 

week and returning it to the appropriate store. It 

should go without saying, but when out 

enjoying our parks and open space please take 

your rubbish home with you, if everyone 

behaved like the individual who left this mess 

the Parish would not be such a nice place to live. 

Thanks as ever to our Parish Guardians and others who are out picking litter and 

helping us try to keep the area looking good. 

It’s now that time of year when we renew all of our allotment tenancy agreements. 

This mean that this is the best time of year to get hold of a plot on one of our four 

allotment sites in the Parish. A full plot only costs £30 per year. We currently have 

space on all of our sites, so if you are interested send us an email on 

warden@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk or 

give us a call on 07434 607559.  

We have recently installed 2 new noticeboards 

in the Parish, on Harley Drive and Hindhead 

Knoll. These are updated weekly with details of 

our meetings, events, and other useful 

community information. 
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REGULATORY COMMITTEE 
Article courtesy of Councillor Mandy Taylor —Chair, Regulatory Committee 

Earlier this year the Regulatory Committee had the not inconsiderable task 

of preparing the Council for implementation of the General Data Protection 

Regulations, or GDPR. We undertook an audit of all of our data and policies to ensure that 

we were compliant when GDPR came into effect in May 2018. 

We are just around the corner from an audit and in May our accounts and annual return 

were inspected by our internal auditors and submitted to the external auditors for signing 

off. The internal auditors found that the Council continues to have effective financial 

systems in place and no recommendations for improvement were made. 

The Committee has continued to look at planning applications and comment where 

required, including raising an objection to the application to build retirement flats at 

Hindhead Knoll on the grounds of insufficient parking and joining the 2500 local residents 

in voicing concerns about the plans for housing near the Stables. 

CAPTION COMPETITION 

What is Warden George saying to the bear, or the other way around?  

Think up your funniest caption, in less than 20 words, and email it to us at 

admin@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk. The one that makes us laugh the most will win a 

£10 shopping voucher.  
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WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

PROJECTS UPDATE 
Article courtesy of  Lisa Emmanuel—Projects Officer 

 

Hindhead Knoll 

We are pleased that we have received many positive 

comments regarding the improvements we have made at 

Hindhead Knoll, and we are delighted that the picnic 

benches have now been installed. 

It’s now a great location for our Summer Fayre, and we look 

forward to holding many more events at this lovely central 

site in the future. 

The play area has been hugely successful, a day 

has not gone by since it was installed without us 

seeing children of all ages and families having 

great fun. We listened to your feedback and we 

are now arranging for one of the ‘flat seat’ 

swings to be replaced with a ‘cradle seat’ so that 

toddlers can use this as well as the basket swing.  

So, that just leaves some final landscaping works 

which include the planting of a live Christmas tree, which will be in place for this year’s Christmas 

Celebration. 

We would like to thank Serco, the contractors who deliver the landscaping services on behalf of 

MKC who have recognised our commitment to improving the local area. They have agreed to 

create a raised flower bed free of charge as part of their community responsibility to local 

communities. This will be located at the west end of the site. 

Landscaping Projects 

Many residents have noticed the increasing amount of weeds and overgrown areas within our 

Council area. This is one of the areas affected by the reducing budgets available to Milton Keynes 

Council. WCC have continued to invest in landscaping improvements highlighted by residents 

over the last three or four years. 

Signs 

Whilst we have had good feedback about our replacement of waymarker signs and the 

underpass/bridge signs it has been frustrating that we have had to wait for so long for the 
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remaining signs to be installed. This has been out of our hands, but finally we appear to be close 

to these works taking place and the whole area benefitting from clear signage. 

We had initially hoped the underpass signs would include referencing the road above (e.g. V10), 

but unfortunately this was rejected by MKC and all signs across the borough will remain 

standardised without the road reference. 

Trees 

The planting of replacement trees commenced at the end of Spring, with the remaining areas due 

to be completed throughout October/November. Sadly, the unusually hot and dry Summer has 

affected some of the newly planted trees, despite regular watering. We will be reviewing the 

situation over the coming weeks to see whether they recover and consider replacement of any 

that have failed. 

Verges 

The latest landscaping project being considered relates to areas where vehicles are either parking 

on grass verges or driving over them, causing ongoing damage. A variety of solutions are being 

considered according to the situation, including potential enforcement.  

Some of the solutions may require a Traffic Regulation Order, which is a legal process which has 

to be followed and therefore can take several weeks or months to be completed. We will keep 

you updated through the usual communication routes. 

Browns Wood Pavilion and Leisure Development 

Having received planning approval for the whole project, we are just awaiting the discharge of 

some of the conditions before work can finally commence at the Sports Ground. 

The installation of the Pump Track will take place first, quickly followed by the neighbourhood 

play area and the outdoor gym. The discharge of the planning conditions is expected by 24th 

September and we hope to be on site as soon as this has been approved. All being well all these 

facilities will be open for use before winter sets in. Look out for updates on Facebook and our 

website. 

Subject to the planning conditions being approved we are on course to tender the contract for 

constructing the pavilion in November 2018, with work to commence on site in March 2019. 

The Council are actively preparing for managing the future facility and are starting to talk to 

organisations interested in future hire opportunities. 

Are you interested in booking the new pavilion? Running a group? Holding regular meetings? 

Whatever your needs and requirements, contact Walton Community Council now as we would 

love to hear from you. 

Email admin@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk, call 01908 694758 or call in to the office. 
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PROJECTS UPDATE—CONTINUED 

Play Areas 

The Community Council has worked in conjunction with Milton Keynes 

Council to review all the play provision across the Council area. When 

reviewing the provision, we have taken account of the size, location, standard and play 

value provided by each and every facility. We also had to take in to consideration the 

reduced funding from central government along with ongoing maintenance and safety. 

This process has resulted in some smaller play areas being removed as they come to the 

end of their safe life, but investment has focussed on other play areas to ensure better all-

round play value and provision in each grid square. 

To date improvements have been completed at The Snail Park, Wingate Circle, Trumpton 

Lane, Studley Knapp, Wavendon Gate Pavilion and Simpson Drive (in partnership with 

Simpson & Ashland PC). 

Walnut Tree Local Centre 

Following the successful 

installation of the new play area at 

Hindhead Knoll work has now been 

completed transforming the old 

play area next to the Purple Mango 

restaurant. The newly refurbished 

area combines outdoor exercise 

equipment, suitable for young 

people and adults alike, with an outdoor table-tennis table and the relocated youth 

shelter. The surrounding shrubs and bushes have been cut back with the railing removed 

to allow for the shrubs to be better maintained in the future. 

Mithras Gardens 

We have received many comments 

from local residents supporting the 

removal of the old play equipment 

at this location. The old area was in 

a very poor state, with some parts 

close to being unsafe. The area has 

been transformed, removing all the 

old concrete and tarmac surfacing 
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to provide a safe and more open area. The area has been re-seeded, which when 

established will provide a lovely opportunity for young children to run, roll and play. We 

are exploring other features to encourage more natural play opportunities and potentially 

also include elements of artwork. This will include re-instating the wooden carvings, 

removed and stored to protect them from further damage during the refurbishment.  

Shuttleworth Grove 

It has been a much longer wait 

than expected, but the final 

features have been installed at 

Shuttleworth Grove. This area was 

affected by the prolonged hot 

Summer and the area will be re-

seeded and the grass will have an 

opportunity to embed itself over 

the Autumn/Winter. The new 

features provide an opportunity 

for children to run, climb and balance on the natural features, whilst seating remains for 

parents to sit and chat in a quiet environment.    

Snail Park 

We were delighted with the repairs 

made to the snails at the Snail Park, 

that were completed in June by 

artist Andrew McKeown. Along with 

the works done by the Conservation 

Volunteers in the ‘compass’ area we 

feel that this area has been hugely 

improved over the last couple of 

years. Feedback from the residents 

told us that people were just as 

happy with the results as we were. Unfortunately, over the August bank holiday one of the 

snails was vandalised and had its eyes broken off. At the time of writing we are looking into 

options to get this snail repaired and we will keep people up to date in this. In the 

meantime, the damaged snail has been made safe. 
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WAVENDON GATE PLAY AREA OPENING 
Way back in the spring we held the opening event for the brilliant new Wavendon Gate 

Pavilion play area, which has since become a firm favourite with local children. 

The park was delivered in partnership with Milton Keynes Council and was part funded by 

our successful bid to WREN, a non-profit company that helps to fund community projects 

from the landfill tax levied on local councils. 

The park was designed with children from the local Wavendon Gate Primary School with the 

central feature, the imposing tower, based on Wavendon Tower, a local landmark and 

former HQ of the Milton Keynes Development Corporation. 

The ribbon was cut by the Mayor of Milton Keynes, David Hopkins, and a steady stream of 

children poured on to the play equipment and up the inside of the tower. 

We had a kids’ craft table, an Easter egg hunt, fun and games, and our office mascot was 

given a new name in a ‘name the bunny’ competition. The event even got a double page 

spread in the MK Citizen! 

In the months since the event the park has proved to be a big hit with local parents and 

children. It’s well used and has been looking good now the landscaping has grown up a bit.  

This is just one of several play area projects we have completed or are still working on. See 

page 19 for details of our other projects. 
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HINDHEAD KNOLL PLAY AREA OPENING 
As part of our Summer Fayre at Hindhead Knoll we officially opened the new Hindhead Knoll play 

area.  

Commissioned as part of the Hindhead Knoll 

Improvement project, about which you can read more 

on page 17, the project relocated the children’s play 

area from next to the local centre down in to 

Hindhead Knoll, with the youth shelter going in the 

opposite direction, where it now forms part of a new 

area for older children and adults, with a table tennis 

table and outdoor gym equipment. 

The play area was opened by Walton Community 

Council Chairman Terry Reynolds, with the ribbon cut 

by Neeyu Sung, one of our young residents and our 

youngest volunteer, helped by Councillor Jo Bolton 

and her nephew Cameron. Professor Squirty Wirty 

joined us to make the kids balloon animals as 

everyone enjoyed the scorching summer weather. 
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WALTON SUMMER FAYRE 
Back in July we held our Summer Fayre, and we were blessed with a fantastic summer’s 

day to welcome residents to this annual event.  

For the first time we moved the event away 

from our base at Mk Snap and held it at 

Hindhead Knoll, following the 

improvement works done there over the 

last year. We felt that moving the event to 

the very heart of the parish would 

demonstrate that Hindhead Knoll can be a 

great community space, and we think we were proved right. 

We kicked off with the opening of the new 

Hindhead Knoll play area, which you can see 

more about on page 22. For the kids we had 

a full afternoon’s program of entertainment 

from Professor Squirty Wirty, including 

magic shows, Punch and Judy shows and 

circus skills workshops. 

A variety of local traders and groups had stalls, young and old alike loved the Mk Frenzy 

Ferrets and ‘It’s a Bug’s World’ amazed visitors with their lizards and the world’s biggest 

snails. 

Music came from The Retro Vocals, who 

survived the sweltering heat in the 

marquee to bring us their catchy take on 

vintage pop classics. 

The day was well attended, despite 

England’s football team very rudely playing 

on the same afternoon, and a huge thanks 

goes out to everyone who helped us put on 

the event, our volunteers and of course to 

all the residents who turned out to show the Walton community spirit and make the 

day such a success. 
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SUMMER COACH TRIPS 
Our regular summer coach trips have been and gone, and again they’ve been a big success. 

Firstly, we took a coach of our over 55s on a cultural day out to Ironbridge Gorge in 

Shropshire. Although the bridge itself is currently under 

scaffolding and covered up for vital maintenance work, it was 

still possible to walk across the bridge for a close up look and 

the ten museums around the site were all open and gave the 

trippers a fascinating insight into the history of the area. 

In August we went off to Southend for our family day out. 

The weather played ball and everyone got to sample the 

delights of the great British seaside. 

Details of our over 55s Christmas trip will be out very soon, 

so keep an eye out for that on our website, noticeboards and 

social media. 

SHELLEY’S ADVERT 

 

ADVERTISEMENT 
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PARISH GUARDIANS 
Our Parish Guardian volunteer scheme keeps on growing, with over 70 residents now 

signed up to help keep our local areas clean and tidy. 

Since the last newsletter we have done two clean up events. The first of these was our first 

time in the newest part of our Parish, the Walton 

Grange Estate, and also the first time we had put on an 

evening event. We had a great turnout, with plenty of 

our regulars and six first timers, all who lived on the 

estate. Even our local PCSO turned out to lend some 

much-needed moral support! As usual, we collected a 

good number of sacks of rubbish, which were quickly 

collected by Milton Keynes Council. As ever, our thanks 

goes to them for their help enabling us to continue our work. 

The second event was held the evening before our Summer Fayre in July at Hindhead Knoll, 

and a dedicated crew came along to pick up litter, cut back some bushes and ensure that 

the Knoll was looking at its best for the event the following day. 

As always, our brilliant army of litter picking residents are out around the estates day in day 

out, picking up litter and generally cleaning up the messes left behind by less neighbourly 

locals. We think that you can really see the difference made by this work 

If you would like to get involved drop us an email on 

office@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk. We can help out with equipment and support to 

get you started. Or keep an eye on Facebook or our website to see when our next meeting 

and clean up events will be happening. 

THE CONSERVATION VOLUNTEERS 
Over the last few months our projects with The Conservation Volunteers have been moving 

forward, with The Snail Park, Lamb Lane and the Crown land at Arne Lane all benefitting from 

much needed care and attention. As we move into autumn the focus will switch to some of the 

ponds in the parish, with clearance and repair work at Martell Close, Mahler Close and Hindemith 

Gardens.  

These sessions take place once a month on a Monday or a Thursday from 10:30am until about 

4pm and every couple of months we run a Saturday morning session from 10am – 12noon. 

Everyone is welcome to come along and take part. Our next session is due on the 8th October at 

Martell Close pond in Caldecotte. Keep an eye on our Facebook page to see when future sessions 

are due to take place. 
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MK SNAP 
Article courtesy of Katie James—MK Snap 

 

New Café opening times. 

The MK Snap café will be now open on Tuesdays and Thursday every week from 10am 

to 12.30pm. Please join us and enjoy delicious freshly baked cakes and refreshments 

made and served by learners at MK Snap.  

On your visit you can find out more about what’s 

happening at MK Snap, browse our library, select 

some plants or vegetables from our garden centre or 

purchase a unique gift from our handmade crafts. 

Dare we say it ‘for Christmas!’  

 

You can also view the amazing canvas art produced 

by the learners. Some of our art works have been 

printed onto cards which can be purchased from our 

stall within MK Snap. Please pop in to see our latest 

selection. 

 

The MK Snap catering hub produces a variety of food for the 

public from its own café. We cater for corporate events and 

meetings and special occasion cakes. If you are interested then 

please get in touch by emailing us at catering@mksnap.org or by 

calling 01908 690330. 
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WOBURN & WAVENDON FC 
Article courtesy of  Robert Hill—Vice Chair 

Fun, friendship  & football 

If you’re interested in participating in local grassroots football, then one of the areas’ largest and 

oldest clubs is right on your doorstep. Described by the Football Association as “without doubt, a 

shining example for grassroots football clubs everywhere”, Woburn & Wavendon Football Club 

runs teams and sessions from Under 5 through to adult, boys girls and mixed for all levels of 

ability. 

FUN, FRIENDSHIP & FOOTBALL are the core Club values, wonderfully illustrated by four WWFC 

initiatives: 

Wildcats 

WWFC is an FA Sanctioned Wildcats Girls’ Football 

Centre. Since April, more than sixty 4-11 year old girls 

have been introduced to grassroots football through 

our regular Sunday morning sessions. Many have now 

progressed into established WWFC teams, whilst 

others have formed brand new teams for the 2018/19 

season. If you’d like to find out more about girls’ and 

ladies’ football, email:- lionesses@ww-fc.co.uk 

Goalability 

Pan-disability sessions held every Sunday morning, Goalability truly personifies FUN, FRIENDSHIP 

& FOOTBALL.  

FA qualified WWFC coaches with full safeguarding and DBS certification guide and control 

activities, placing the care and protection of children first. The aim is to offer youngsters a path to 

fun-filled progression and development where individual goals can be achieved and celebrated. 

To find out more, email:- goalability@ww-fc.co.uk 

Under 6 

Aimed at school year 1 children, these mixed sessions for boys and girls are held every Sunday, 

and offer the ideal gateway for youngsters and parents to sample all the fun and excitement of 

team and individual play. Find out more:- U6@ww-fc.co.uk 

Reception / Foundation 

These Sunday morning sessions are all about introducing boys and girls to the basic elements of 

football, but with the emphasis on fun and safety. To find out more, email:-  

foundation@ww-fc.co.uk 
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Don’t forget, we have boys’ and girls’ teams from Under 7 up to adult, benefitting from REGULAR 

PRO-COACHING & SPECIALIST GOALKEEPER COACHING, WEEKLY TRAINING PROVISION (including 

winter floodlit), SOME OF THE AREAS BEST PLAYING LOCATIONS,  as well as TEAM PLAYING KIT 

AND TRAING KIT PROVIDED.  

So if you’d like to get involved playing, coaching or volunteering, please get in touch.   

ADVERTISEMENT 
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FROM THE WARDS 
Updates from your Milton Keynes Council local Ward Councillors 

Article courtesy of  Councillor David Hopkins—Danesborough and Walton 
Ward 

Oxford – MK – Cambridge Expressway 

If you know the A421 from J13 of 
the M1 to the Black Cat 
Roundabout on the A1 then you 
will know the scale of this major 
national project, due to open in 
2029/30. The project webpage is 
now live and we should have 
heard in August confirmation 
that the corridor Highways 
England is favouring for the road, 
all of which potentially pass close 
(or through) to Walton Parish, 
will pass  adjacent to the East 
West Rail route. We will then 
hear in 2019 the three possible routes for the road which will be subject to 12 months 
consultation with a final decision in 2020. 

The webpage address is:  

highwaysengland.co.uk/projects/oxford-to-cambridge-expressway/ 

Going forward the webpage will be the main area to access public information about 
developments on the Oxford to Cambridge expressway and we will be updating it 
periodically as the project moves forward. I will keep you informed. 

For more information contact: Oxford to Cambridge Expressway Team, National 
Infrastructure Programme, Highways England  | Woodlands | Manton Lane | Bedford | 
MK41 7LW 

Web: http://www.highways.gov.uk 

Plan:MK 

I attended several days of the Plan:MK Public Enquiry and spoke on issues connected with 
plans for the industrial area at Caldecotte South and plans for the addition of 3000 houses 
and a traveller site on land west of Old Farm Park and Wavendon Gate. The so called South 
East Milton Keynes Expansion area. We shall know more in the autumn and I will, of 
course, keep you informed. 
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FROM THE WARDS 
Updates from your Milton Keynes Council local Ward Councillors 

Article courtesy of  Councillor Victoria Hopkins—Danesborough and 

Walton Ward 

Travellers at Caldecotte 

I have been working with Milton Keynes Council and the Parks Trust to see what can be done to 

keep travellers from parking and camping on the land around Caldecotte. I have been working 

with Mark Colton - Area Landscape Manager of the Parks Trust, who own and manage the 

parkland around the lake (and Mark can be contacted at 01908 255382 (www.theparkstrust.com) 

and Nicholas Hannon from MK Council.  

Neighbourhood Watch 

I am working with local residents and Thames Valley Police with a view to establishing local 

neighbourhood watch groups on Caldecotte, Old Farm Park, Wavendon Gate and Browns Wood. 

If you are interested, email me at Victoria.hopkins@milton-keynes.gov.uk    

Controversial Planning Issue threatening the Future of the Stables Theatre 

Planning Application 18/01304/REM – Land North & West of Wavendon Business Park, Ortensia 

Drive, Wavendon Gate, MK7 8LX – Reserved matters application for internal access, appearance, 

landscaping, layout and scale for 134 residential units and 100 sq. m of A1 (retail use) (Applicant: 

Abbey Development Ltd). The Stables Theatre, whilst not opposed to the development as such.  

have expressed concerns that a development built right up to the boundary of the Stables car 

park might have a detrimental impact on the future of the Theatre – given that once constructed 

future residents might complain about noise issues late at night. Over 2500 letters of objection 

have been received by MK Council – the largest ever! 

Parking on Caldecotte 

I am working with residents and with Steve Hayes, the New Head of Transport at MK Council, 

regarding the  Borough-wide verge parking ban in place in Milton Keynes, which requires 

‘activating’ in a local area in order to be enforced. 

MK Council can commence this process if there is a clear demonstration of local support, and 

local people have been advised that the best way to do that would be through a petition signed 

by residents of the streets in question.  Following receipt of a petition, the parking team will seek 

the approval of the Cabinet Member at MK Council responsible for the parking portfolio and also 

comments from the relevant Ward Members before proceeding to the next stage. 

Local councillors have provisionally offered our support before local people instigate such a 

petition. Look out for a letter from Cllr Hopkins to Caldecotte residents on this issue 
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NEW CITY CHURCH 

Article courtesy of  Richard Wardman, Pastor 

Remembrance 

We don’t always like to remember the past, or dwell on the things that have gone before. But 

some things are worth remembering.  

This November marks one hundred years since the end of the First World War. The nation will 

pause at 11.00am to observe two minutes’ silence in honour of all those who gave their lives in 

the Great War along with the countless others who have since paid the ultimate price for our 

freedom.  

There will be a special service of Remembrance at New City Church on 11 November from 

10.30am at MK SNAP. Everyone from the local community is welcome to join us. 

As a church we are familiar with the idea of Remembrance. The Lord Jesus gave us the symbols of 

bread and wine by which we are to remember his death. There are traditional holidays 

throughout the calendar year when we remember other events in the life of Jesus, such as 

Christmas and Easter.  

These things not only help us to remember the past but also to look forwards. To the one who 

believes, Christmas reminds us that there is light in the darkness, the bread and wine of 

communion remind us that our debt is paid in full by Jesus, and Easter reminds us that there is 

hope of life beyond this world.  

At New City Church we invite everyone to follow Jesus. We would love you to join us at one of 

our services. We meet every Sunday from 10.30am at MK SNAP.  

Playtime is for pre-schoolers and their mums, dads or carers every Friday morning. 

Dadtime happens on the third Saturday morning of each month during for dads and male carers 

with their pre-school age children (bacon sandwich included!). 

(Playtime and Dadtime are based at Kents Hill Community Centre.) 

The CAP Money Course runs around once per term and is a free course that will teach you 

budgeting skills and a simple, cash-based system that works. Look out for details of the next 

course on our website. 

Other upcoming events:  

There’s something for everyone. We hope to see you soon!  

All details can be found on our website – www.newcitychurch.co.uk 

11 November: 10.30am Lest We Forget: A Service of Remembrance 

16 December: 10.30am Family Carols: fun-packed all age carol service 

23rd December: 5.30pm Candlelight Carols: traditional carols and readings 

24th December: 4.30pm Crib Service: puppets and crafts for pre-schoolers 
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WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL NOTICES 

WALTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL OFFICE 

9:30am—2:30pm 

MONDAY—FRIDAY 

MK SNAP, 20 BOURTON LOW, WALNUT TREE 

01908 694758 / 07726 533705 

VENUE HIRE 

WAVENDON GATE PAVILLION 

Issacson Drive, Wavendon Gate 

MK7 7RZ 01908 584860 

BRITTEN GROVE COMMUNITY CENTRE 

76 Holst Crescent, Old Farm Park 

MK7 8QU 01908 375442 

HERONSBROOK MEETING PLACE 

5 Wadesmill Lane, Walnut Tree 

MK7 7ED 01908 684081 

MK SNAP 

20 Bourton Low, Walnut Tree 

MK7 7DE 01908  690330 

 

 

 

Meets every Sunday at 10:30 at MK Snap 

building, 20 Bourton Low, Walnut Tree 

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARDS 

NOW LOCATED AT 7 PLACES IN THE 

PARISH 

WALNUT TREE LOCAL CENTRE 

HERONSBROOK MEETING PLACE 

WAVENDON GATE PAVILLION 

BRITTEN GROVE TESCO EXPRESS 

HEYBRIDGE CRESCENT 

AND NOW AT 

HINDHEAD KNOLL 

HARLEY DRIVE 

UPDATED WEEKLY WITH DETAILS OF 

EVENTS AND MEETINGS 

ALLOTMENTS 

WE HAVE PLOTS AVAILABLE ON ALL OF 

OUR ALLOTMENT SITES. 

TO FIND OUT MORE CALL THE OFFICE 

ON 01908 694758  

ST MARY’S CHURCH  
WAVENDON 

OPEN DOOR COFFEE MORNING  
EVERY THURSDAY FROM 8.45 TO 12. 

EVERYONE WELCOME 



 

 

YOUR COUNCIL – CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 

COUNCILLORS – email: name.surname@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk (hyphenated names typed as one) 

 

STAFF 

 

WARD COUNCILLORS 

 

COUNCIL MEETINGS – held monthly except August    MEDIA 

FULL COUNCIL:     1st Wednesday of the month www.waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

OPERATIONS COMMITTEE:    2nd Tuesday of the month  www.facebook.com/wccmk 

REGULATORY COMMITTEE:    3rd Tuesday of the month  www.twitter.com/wccmk 

PROJECTS COMMITTEE:    4th Tuesday of the month 
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Terry Reynolds - Chairman—Wavendon Gate Mario Toto – Vice Chairman—Old Farm Park & Browns Wood 

David Newland—Old Farm Park & Browns Wood Joanna Bolton—Walnut Tree and Walton 

Phil Chambers—Old Farm Park & Browns Wood Mandy Taylor—Walnut Tree and Walton 

Dawn Filby—Caldecotte Simon Lorrimer-Roberts—Walnut Tree and Walton 

Ian McColl—Wavendon Gate Brendan Metcalfe—Walnut Tree and Walton 

Lesley Sung – Council Manager 

01908 694758 or 07726 533705 

email: clerk@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

Dan Preston – Assistant Council Manager 

01908 694758 or 07726 591029 

email: office@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

Sally King—Finance Officer 

01908 694758 

email: administration@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

Lisa Emmanuel – Projects Officer 

01908 694758 or 07946 317505 

email: projects@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

Henry Sunderland—Warden 

07434  607559 

email: warden@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

George Barker—Warden 

07486 374483 

Email—warden2@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 

Morag Rothwell—Administration Assistant 

01908 694758 

email: admin@waltoncommunitycouncil.gov.uk 
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jenni.ferrans@milton-keynes.gov.uk 
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